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PREFACE.

Tax term * Blue Laws” ia an epithet which hes
long been spplied by wey of derizion to those
rigorons judicial regulations and proceedings which
form s part of the esrly history of the colony of
Connecticut; and which illuatrete, in rather a peen-
lisr and forcible manner, the primitive morals and
legislation of the Puritans. These laws exceed,
in the minuteness of their detsils and in the se-
verity of their penalties, the enactments which
were adopted by the rest of the American Colo-
pies; nor are they equaled in these respects by
the statutes and judiclel deeisions of any other
community with which we ure acquainted. Hence
it in that they enjoy o kind of pre-eminence in re-
gard to quaintness, bluntnees, perticularity, and
antiquated excess of penalty, which hae gained
for them the equivocal epithet by which they have
been generslly designated for several generations.
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The copy of thess laws herewith presented, was
originally taken from the public records which sre
preserved in the office of the Becretary of the Btate
of Connectient. The judicie!l proceedings which
form a portion of the volume were alac transcribed
from the manuseript records of the court to which
‘they sppertain. The frst edition of the work having
long been out-of print, a new impression wea deemed
desirible to meet the frequent calls which were
mede for it. The antlque and obeclete orthogrs-
phy of thin remarkalia relie of the colonial era of
our country kas been carefully retained, as forming
an essentia} element of ita singularity and value.
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INTRODUCTION.

——

' Mamonrars of former sges possess an sttraction
for the majority of readers ; but monumenta of the
peculiar gualitiea of that stern snd vigorous race
of men, who heve stamped the imprees of their
gening on soclety, literatnre, and government in
almost every quarter of the civilized world, during
sovaral centuries, are invested with a saperior and
more absorbing interest, The Puritans and their
peculiarities of manner, speech, attire, and belief
have often been the subject of ridicule to the dri-
veler, of abhorrence to the sensualist, of condem-
nation to the higot; nevertheless, they heve con-
etituted one of the chief motive-powers which has
urged on the cer of human progress; they have
proved to be the most potent bulwerks in defenee
of liberty; they have formed ome of the chief
sanctuaries In which virtue, love of truth, hatred
to tyrants, and the best interests of mankind, have
been protected snd enshrined, Wherever the An-
glo-Baxon rece exists, moulding the laws, religion,
and sociel condition of communitiea and neationa,
there the traditions of the qusint peculiarities and
sustere virtues of the Puritans will be found, as~
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; 6 INTRODUOTION., !

pserting their pawer as facile prineipes among the
controlling influences which give character to the
ingtitutions eround them, Hence it is, that the
singular collection of judicisl enactments and de-
cigiong familiarly known ss the “Blue Laws of
Connectiout,” possess a serious importance, and
not merely, a8 is sometimea erronecusly supposed,
& rigible and comicel interest,

‘We parposs, in this Introduction, to trace briefly
¢!  the origin and development of those severs] commu-
nities in Connecticat who framed and edministered
these Lawa ; and to narrate theleading circumstances
and eventa which sttended their history, until the
period when these regulation were adopted by them
and were incorporated into their civil and ecelesi-
satical government.

i o o

I ORIGIN OF THE COLONY OF CONNECTIOUT.

On the 20th of March, 1630, shont ten years
after the lending of the pilgrim fathers on Ply-
mouth Rock, & number of persons who professed
the same religious opinione ssiled from Plymouth,
Englend ; and after & voyege of two months ar-
rived off Nentasket Point. They proceeded up
Cherles river, and having landed, commenced the
erection of dwellings, at o place eubaequently
called Dorchester. These emigrants were under
the gnidance of the Rev. John Warbam, who had
been s distinguished Paritan minieter in Devon-

shire, Bougland. In 1632 s second emigration took
s place under the conduct of the Rev. Thomas
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; INTRODUCTION. T

Hooker, who settled et Newtown A third com-
munity waa also established at Watertown, nnder
the genersl direction of the Rev. Mr. Phillips,
These three communities were situated within the
limits of the old colony of Massschusetts.

In 1684 the accession of numbers from the
mother sountry to the Paritan colonies of the New
World, in consequence of the ecclesiastical tyranny
which prevailed in England, became po grest, that
the settlers we have jiet nemed conceived the ides,
that their interesta would be promoted by & removal
from Massachueetta to a still newer and less popa-
lons locetion ; amd various reports having been
circulated in reference tothe fertility and salubrity
of the region known by the name Connecticat, s
number of persons resolved to remove thither, and
there establish a new colony. 'They petitioned the
Court of the elder colony for permiseion to with-
draw ; and after considerable opposition their re-
guest was granted. Tt was in the year 1635 that
their resolution was carried into effect. First a
pumber of persons from Watertown, plonging into
the primeval wilderness of forest which divided the
inhabited portions of Messachusetts from the sur-
rounding territory, traveled towerd the Connecti-
eut river ; and ot length halted, erected o few huts,
and commenced a peftlement at Weatherfleld,
Other compenies from Newtown and Dorchester
followed, and by them tha villages of Hartford and
Windsor were subsequently commenced. Thus
were laid the foundstions of the colony of Con-
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