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PREFACE,

Tus facts contaived in thia narrative were
sketohed, as taken from the lips of Mrs, Gard-
ner, by Mrs. Lydin A Baily, of Clinton, New
Jersey., Mra. Baily, ofter having heard the
repeated recitals of her afflicted friend, found
them so roplete with matruction, that her heart
was drawn Lo commit to paper such portiona as
she had found pesuliarly ehifying. At the solici-
tation of Mrs. Baily, the writer has been induced
to undertake the editorship of these papers; and
she now submits them to the publio in prayerful
expectation that the blessing of the God of all
grace may rest vpon the humble endeavour to
+ promote Hies glory.

In an emphatic sense, the Iligh and Holy One
seems to have =aid to this disciple, 1 bave
e¢hosen thee in the furnace of afflietion.” * Who
hath sinned, this man or his parenta? " may not
be an inguiry as readily prompted at the present
as in former days; yet with many the impres-
sivn oblains, that those who are excrcised with
unususl afflietion may have been, in some inex-
plicable way, more than oodinedly defademh, | wad
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thus well-meaning people have made the affiic-
tions of their friends yet more painful. The case
of Job furnishes an illustration. Had his picus
friends known that the specific reason why God
permitted Sutan fo try him wes becsuss he was
a perfect man, what veneration and (God-like
compassion would have inspired their hearts and
lips in their addresses o him! The meaning of
Job’s aflictions was not to be understood either
by himaell or his friends. Inviaible agencies
were ot work, and it was, at the time, wholly
in reference to these that the conflict waa
maintsained.

Not ooly was the smbject of this narrative
chosem of God in the fumarce of aflistion, but sn
truly was hee will subjeetad—through the power
of grace—to the Dhvine will, that instances in
her history mizht be brought to prove that she
vojuntarily chose to saffer affliction with the
people of God, rather than enjoy the plessurcs
of sin for a semsson. [t moy not be improper o
state one which her modesty has withheld frpm
her narrative.

Some time afler hgr mveh-loved husbhand and
interesting children bad been borns from her
embraces by death, 2 gentleman of handsome
fortune, and possessed alzo of many estimable
qualities, offerad her his hand in marriage, Mrs.

* ardoer, emong her few surviving relatives, had
one from whom, on account of his weaith and
influence, she had some expectalions, in cose Jue
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should need pecuniary aid in her lonely situation.
To the importunilies of her suitor were added
those of this relative to induce her to aceept the
offer. But the proposal was steadfastly rejected.
The gentlernan was not 8 professor of religion,
and Mre. Gardeer had, in everlasting covenant,
devoted herself, aoul, hody, ond spirit, to the
service of her Bedecmer. Bhe conld not eonsent
to unite her intereats with one who kad not
voited himaself to Chriet. This refuzal brought
upon her the signal displeasurc of her weslihy
relative, which evoptualed in en unchangesble
protest on his part that she should never, under
any circumstonces, receive aid from hm. Bhe
was now told to look to those friends ond advisere
with whotn she hed so resclutely preferred to
identify her intevests. These friends were the
humble followers of the Baviour. Thusz did she
erhibit before God, men, and angels, that she
chose to suffer affliction with the people of God.
As we trace her eventful Jife, and behold her
passing coward from one asene of lahour to ane-
ther,—often driven by successive afflictive dis-
pensations, which 1 rapid courze succeeded each
other,—and witness her unguenched zeal and her
unyielding faith, whao will not ejaculate, * Glory
to God in the higheat1" for such an exhibition
of the power of grace to sustain? In every
allotment of her Heavenly Father, however varied,
how evidently docs the ruling passion of hee
beart preponderate! WWikuess hnex woieose st
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to God, manifested in ber burning zeal to be
useful to those around herl Truly did she
“ glorify the Lord in the fires.”” Driven by cir-
cumstances of ill health from one place to another,
these were only made oceasions to spresd the
savour of pure and undefiled religion, by leading
the untsoght mind to fountsineg of knowledge
and salvatiom. To the afflieted, then, thia volume
is specially dedicated.

And it is devoutly anticipated that these pages
may be Lelpful foward inapiring minds which,
from varions disabilities, have, scemingly in froit-
less endeavour, baen grasping after opporiunities
for usefolness, g bring their energies to bear
upen such a8 may be within reach of the present
mornetit. Most offlictive circumstances, az in
the case of Mre. Gardoer, bave furnished oppor-
tunity to reach minds not otherwise aceesaible; yot
to those who fully truet the keeping of their souls
to a faithful Creator, every event should be re-
gerded as a link in the golden chain lending them
forth in a right way to a city of Labitation,



