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Ballads of a Country-boy

SEUMAS MacMANUS

A T wiould the G'rmh Harmr m]ﬁhr ws.E-: hI.'E- #oad B0 sing ing,
With muaic of th B ga ward when the workt wos new,

Thar from his lips an ﬁf'hﬂ of i1e sweetness may comg einglngy—
A sonjr of pure and ooble hapes, a vomye of all thiogs true,

—ETnwas Cavnear,

THIRD EDITION

DUBLIN :
M. H GILL & SON, Lto., 50 Urrer O'CONKELL STREET,

1505,



Long, long ago (ah, how long !) there was a bare-
foot boy, asrech-shkinmed (the pampered world of
nowadays knows sawght of the prowd affliction—
and shall not know), fraved of garments, woni o
scud the soors, and skip the kills, and thread his
way by the Briary brooks in the green glems of
Donegal, his pockels burshing with ballads, and
his heari with love of Ireland ; the former of which
he thought the grandest boom earth cotld bestow,
and the latler the most sowl-sabisfying joy in the
gift of the gods. The worid had nomed him very
poor—becase, then as now, the world sees only
the swperficialities. To appear poor to the crowd was
probably his whim—one of those whims which we
can @l 50 easily pardon, even admire, tn the avowedly
opulent, For, in fruth, ke was of the millionaive
wmagnates of earth, master of mines among his
native mountains, gold and stlver mines and
diamond, which sank to insignificance all the trove
of over-sung Ei Dorado.

One day this boy, terntng his back upon fahdous
treasures, foolkardy, hied kim owl over the greal
ring of kilis—I see them around me as I write—



which had hitherio, herded his dyeams—and never
relurned. His wame $5 now a mere weémory on
the moor.

Some song-seeds dropped from Rim in bis dreams,
however, found root, and came fo bloom, in their
poor fragrance holding ks memory o Nitle longer
wmiid the hills.  The weiter of this note, who Enew
the youth, and, havimg seem dmio his heart, was
partial to kim, has cwlled a handful of the Hossoms
(some of them sorry ones enough, bwi pardoned
becanse they are of the coumlry-bov's keart) and
wordd, wilh reverend hand, now Place thems above
the hreast of ome at whose feel e boy kad ladd
his love—of one beloved by Fire to whose sad soul
she sang sweelesi songs—of one who, ke the boy
I have been speaking of, 15 #oW #o move.

SEUMAS MAcMANUS.




To 1he Memory
of
Etbna Carvbery,

Sflver=tongocd, beart of Sold,

oo Book of Mallzbs,

b
The Tountrp=98o1.
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