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NOTE

TE!iduoI' this votome originated with Mr. Eosvso Goesz, when he poloted ¥

oat bow, ander so copleamat tiths and amcog matter which would be offen dve
wete it Dot eontemptible, there les cbecured a charming domestic drama of English
country life three eentuiles ago, the work of 8 famows hand, Even the title I doe
o Mr. Goum, us taoch e the Esssy be has kindly prefixed to the play.

Joux Waseran has here laid axide tha tragic thunders which his name
aalls to remembrance ; or at leasl culy leis them ba hesrd in distant remblings of
sword-and-dagger fights on Calais ssnds, of Spanish Wanhips threatening the Kentish
shore, or of Bery pastions mbdosd just not koo late, In " Love's Graprate" we
breathe » calmer and & fresher air; the virtos and filings of the Perons are those
of our ewn country and' of common Hfe; by forcs of simple tromfulnes evil i
turned to good, and a tangled mah of circomstance is ancvelled to » happy con-
closion. The cruditles, for puch there are, of metre, of plot, and sometimes of
hoguage, can evaily be toleruted, and would, it way be thought, be mitigated in
representation oo the stage.

It has bewn ths aiin of the writes of his Note to rastora Wansran's original
work, so far as is now possible, by mesns of simiple omisdon of the scenes s0d parts
of scenes which contain the underplot ; and for them omisions be alons i rerpot-
sible. Ctherwise the text is that of Drce, with u frw sdight verbal slterations, and
many of punctuation, There are macy paseages in the phy which 2 Posow of
English might greatly impeove : and looking to tha lute date, 1661, at which it
was fimt printed, the spplication to it of mch critical ingemuity wonld seem st leant
defenible. ‘This bowever cunnct here be attempted.

Crur play as now presented, enriched with the criticism of Mr. Gom, and
embodied in the typogrphy of Me. Darmm, is hambly commended to all trueloven;
of English licerature,

5. E &8 R.

Lowpos : March a3, 18R5.






PREFATORT ESSAY

IN THE exfiing pager an entbufiafiic lover of the
fame of Weblter bus performed a piows duty. He bas extrailed
the ore from ‘“a mineral of wetals bafe”, and the poetry frem a

caberk im which & pnuﬁfr bad move than .tﬁl‘l'r. It is pecudiarly
cgrateful te me thar the Editer fbowld ask me 1o imtroduce kis
experiment to the world of Ivtters with & few critical words,
“fimcé the comception of the fibeme war mine, & be kindly admits,
axd even the mame of the wew play. Mereover, if it be s difio-
wery, it i the eldefl child of my refearch. I wwar bardly more than
~ & feboolbay when 1 formed the view of Kirkman's venrure whick
bas beem accepted by the beff critics, and 1 bavve a peculiar fondnefs
for this the earlieff trophy of my Sear & of my pes. When 1 firf}
Sfound an opportumiry of divwlging wmy apinion, in 1874, it was mes
with gemeral approval. Whem,in 13833, Iembodied it, with more
confident expreffion, in my velwme of Sevemteenth Century Stwdies,
Such refined and learned fudents of oxr drama as My, John Ad-
dington Symonds, Mr. George Saintsbury swd Profeffor Edward
Dowden peintedly comgrernlated me om is anew. Lafily, leff my
theory fbowid mot be fonnd te bear the paffage of years, om receiving
tbe Editer’s imvitation, 1 applied to my #ld friend and earlicft
cemfor, Mr. Swinburne, begging bim te glawce omce more ar
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" the original and at my phrafes, and to tell me wchether the latrer
Jiill commended themfeluves to bim. I take bis reply as final in its
encouragement. He tells me thar om Fefb examinarion be Rill
“Cawbolly cowcurs im my comciufion a1 to the parts refpellively affign-
able to Webiter and to Rowley”. He adds, too indulgratly,
“Tour analyfis of the play in queflion war admirable”, and 1,
remembering the tender and callow yoars I bore when that amalyfis
was conceived, am reminded of that paradoxical remark of Théo-
phile Gautier, thar we change in safle, perbaps, cervainly in force,
Jrom twenty wpwards, but mor im the quality of owr epimions.
Perbaps, thew, 1 may be permivied to feak im this one inflamce of
my conjeclures as of fals, wirbout feeming to throw my lot in with
the fibool of arrogant pedants wbo meafure werfe with their fin-
gersy or if with ears at all, with ears for thickwefs and length
like thoft of Midai, Witk thefe menm dke trick of dividing dra-
metifl fom dramatiff bas becowe a difeafe, but I truff thar the
invefligation, whick owr Editor bas bere at length illufirated,
was comducled om my part wirh all dve regard ro mowe but foumd
imaginative and metrical traditions.

In 1561 the bookfeller Francis Kirkman, wbo bad betn 2
collettor of books before be vook 1o the trade of & publifter, fent
forsk from bis fhop at the figw of John Fletcher's Head, ow the
back-fide of St. Clement’s Chwrch, a play in qearso ewtitied A
Cure for a Cuckold, A plealant comedy As it hath been feveral
times Adted with great Applaufe. Written by John Webfter
& William Rowley. Irawar thew nearly forty years fince Web-
fter bad beem beard of alive, yet ondy frven fince the firlt publica-
tion of his wwdowbted Tragedy of Appius and Virginia. Berb the
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White Devil #xd the Dutchefs of Malfy were very fbortly to be
revived, amd Weblter was rhe one Elizabechan poes, after Jonlon,
Fletcher and Shakeipeare, i whom rhe Refloration would take
am inteligent interefl.  There is we dowbt that it war a revival
of curiefity about Webfber which induced Kirkman to prine thic
old MS. play, im company with many others which ke poffeffed.
He was lefs bappy in fimwitaneoufly prefemting 10 the public the
windy tra/b called The Thracian Wonder as being 2lfo a joint
tragedy of Webiter and Rowley. Ir bas dowbtiefc beem the
wersbleffucft of this latter play, whick Dyce admirted inte Web-
fter’s works in 1830, #nd thew rejeded agaim in 1857, which
bas led o thonegle of ies fiffer-vensure, A Curefor a Cuckold,
At all evemts wntil I drew attention to thie lafl, it bad mever
recoived the critical examination whick its parsizl beawsy and dig-
wity demand,

It iz perbaps the only play of dowble awthoribip whick bar
coms down to us Fom the feventeenth centary which we cam comfi-
deutly and yet mot rajbly divide in detail between its twe paresis,
There foems in this ome inflamce mo daxger whatever in diffeding
pbe piece, fiene by fieme, axd labelling tach ome ““Webfter” or
“Rowley™. The circumpances of ite creation I kave furmifed io
be thefe.  William Rowley, 2 rowgh playwright of the Facobean
age, whofe work bears no traces of that acedemic polifh whick a
Cambridge man fbould bave brought Fom the College whick wou-
rifbed Spenfer awd Gray, bad attained a fudden fuccefr with fuch
Joufi comedies as A Shoemaker a Gentleman ér A New Wonder,
Woman never vexed, Her came into fo good repute for patching
up otber mew’s feriont work with lighs town-comedy, thes we find



