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PREFACE.

—— .

THr subjects of the following papers are old pet children,
which have growo with me since ever I began to fcel
and think. For I can searcely remémber the time when
I was not irresisiibly drawn to observe the reftaction of
light, and to muse on the language of colours, With
flowers I have always boco on the most confidential
footing ; they Lave hegvenly things to tell me, and in
their perfume I feel the penrnezs and breath of the
Creator, It i3 true thet with wine and dancing I am
lezs familiar, but T have had the more to do with them
as & student of the Bible. Idown to old age, the sight
of youth hasz served to make me young again; I heve
rejoiced to sun inyself in these bright rays of the life
aternal—alas] oo evanescent—which play oo the youthful
countenance, From my youth up no enjoyment has
given me such delight as the love of friends. Many of
these friendships have gradually faded, but, as T hope,
only to bloom agrin like the Jericho rose of the
wilderness.

It was these favourites ;Jf mine which supplied me



i PHEFACE, *

with theme and matter for occasional lectures which T was
called to deliver. I have collected them here under the
emblematical name TRIS. The prismatic colours of the
rainbow, the brilliant aword-lily, that wonderful part of
the eye whichk gives it ita colour, and the messenper of
heaven who beams with joy, youth, beauly, and love,
are all named Tris, The vatled contents of my book
stand related on all sides to that wealth of ideas which
are united in Lhis name.
F. I,
LEzmsrc, 1864,
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