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PREFATORY NOTE.

Some years apo, while residing in Newioundland,
I was induced to publish a brief history of that
couniry drawn up in the catechetical form, and
adapted to the use of echoolsa It got into pretty
general circulation, and , was mstrumental, 1 believe,
in removing a vast deal of ignorance which until
then prevailed respecting cme of the oldest depem-
demcies of the British Crown.

Having now revised the original edition, brought
down the narrative to the closs of last year, and
prefized an Introductory Chapter containing matter
which, I presume, will be interesting to readers
generally, I again offer the little manoal to the
public, with the honest persuasion that the ftime
bestowed upon it has not been thrown away. At
all eVents, this or & similar synopsis is indispeneably
necessary in the schools of Newfoondland.

W. C. 81 Jomn.
Boglon, January, 1855




INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER.

It was long rumored that the Continent of
America bad been known to Europeans hundreds of
years prior to the time of Colombus. Traditionary
tales of transatlantic yoyages performed by the Secan-
dipavians in the tenth cembtiry, were handed down
from father to son for many genmerations. Some of
these, it must be confessed, were so vague and marvel-
lous as wholly to belong to the region of fable; while
others were met forth with ‘wuch minvteness of detadl,
and accompanied by so many statements of an astro-
nomical a8 well as a geographical character, all agreeing
with indubitable facts brought to light by sobsequent
discovery, that it was difficalt to evade the force of
evidence which such accummlated testimonies set
before ua. '

At the instance, we believe, of that venerable phi-
losopher and eminent scientific raveller, ALEXANDER
-1-



6 INTRODUOTORY COHAPTER.

Von Hummorpt, this curious and intercsting question
has been investigated afresh by the Royal Society of
Northern Antiquaries; and it would certainly appear
from the researches of these celebrated men, notwith-
standing the cbeeuritiss which enveloped certain por-
tirme of the narratives which claimed their attention,
that the Northern Atlantic had been crossed on several
occasions st this early period, first accidentally, and from
etress of weather, by which the voyagers were carried
westward far beyond the limits of their destined haven ;
and afterwards, by the volontary undertaking of enter-
prising men who, like their remowned successors
Columbus and Cabot, fearlessly lsunched away upon
the bosom of the deep in qoest of distant and unex-
plored regions.

The earliest account on record among the nemerous
documents to which the above-named society had
acoess, in that of a voyage performed by one Biarne,
son of Heriulf Bardson, a follower of Eric the Bed,
who, in 986, emigrated from Teeland to Greenland,
where he formed a settlement. Biarne happened to be
absent on a voyage to Norway at the fime of his
father's removal, bat on his retcrn home he immediately
resolved to rejoin his parent thoogh unacquainted with
the éea which he had to traverse. The resolt of this
bold attempt is circumstantially narrated in the before
named documents, and we cannot do better than quote
the substance of those papers as given in the London
Geographical Joornal, for 1888 : —

“ They (Biarne and atiendants) set sail, but met
with northerly winds and fogs, and after many days’
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sailing they kmew not whither thoy had bean carried.
When the weather again claared up, they at last saw a
land which was without mountaing, overgrown with
wood, snd haviog many gentle elevaticon As this land
did mot correspond to the description of Gresnland,
they left it 1o larboard, and continned eailing two days,
when they saw another land which was flat, and over-
grown with wood, From thence they stood out to sea,
and sailed three days with s B. W. wind, when they
saw & third land, which was high and mountainous and
covered with icebergs (glaciers}; they coasted alomg
the shore and saw that it was an island. They did not
go on shore, as Biarne did oot find the country to be
inviting. Bearing away from this istand, they stood
out to ses with the esme wind, and after four daye’
sailing with fresh gales they reached Heriulfines in
Greenland.”

“ Abont ten years :ﬁar this,” comtinoes the awme
authority, “ Biarne paid a visit to Eric, Earl df Nor-
way, and told him of his voyage, and of the unknown
lands he had discovered. He was blamed by many for
not having examined these conntries more sccurately.
On hig retorn to Greenland, there was much talk
about undertaking a voyaps of discovery. Leif, a son
of Eric the Red, bought Bisrne's ship, and equipped i
with thirty-five men, among whom was a German named
Tyrker, who had long resided with his father, and
who had been very fond of Leif in his childhood. In
the year 1000 they commenced the projected voyage,
and came firat fo the land which Plarne fod seen last.
They cast anchor and went on shore.”
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The description which these navigators gave of this
country, and of the various lands which they visited in
succesmon af they comsted along shore, perfectly
agreed with what had previously been given by the
adventurons Biarne, Leif, however, pushed his dis-
coveries much farther than Biarne —reached a land
that sbonnded in grapes, to which he gave the name of
Vinland. Here he remained during the winter, and
retorned to Greenland the spring following.

In 1002, & brother of Leif*s, named Thorwald, under-
took & voyage to the far west. He and his companions
arrived safely at Vinland ; they found, and for a time
occopied, the wery huts, or Leifshooths, which their
predecessors had erected ; axplored moch of the coun-
try, continuing therein two whole years ; and finally,
coasting their way eastward towards home, fell in with
the Bkrelings, or Eaquimaux, with whom, as the
chromicler relates, ©they came to blows,” in which
rencontre Thorwald lost his life, and his remains were
buried on & promontory which he had admired a day
or two before for its pictureeqos beauty.” Upon this
promontory, er point of /land, the servivors erected a
number of crosses, naming it Crossness “in all time
coming.” We are told further that Thorstein Ericson,
a brother of the deceased, fitted out a ship with the
view to fetching home the remaine of Thorwald, but
was frusirated in the attempt by & succession of adverse
gales which eventoally drove him upon the western
sottlement of Greenland, where he died during the

The next year, one Thorfinn, a person of great sub-




