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THE VISCOUNTESS MELVILLE

I DEDICATE THIS BOQE






PREFACE

Tue letters which form this book were written by
Lady Anne Barnard from Cape Colony to the first
Viscount Melville, then the Right Honourable
Henry Dundas, Secretary of Btate for War, Treasnrer
of the Navy, and President of the Board of Control
in Pitt's first Administration, during the earliest
British occupation of South Africa, a century ago.
These letters romained among the archives ab
Melville Castle for a hundred years. They are now
published by permission of the present Liord Melville,
to whom the manuseripts belong. There is no need
to dwell upon the peculiar fitness of their publication
at the present time, when South African affairs loom
large in men's minds. But the circumstances under
which they were written lend to them an especial
interest. They are not merely the letters of a clever
woman to her intimate friend, but those of the wife
of the first Secretary of Cape Colony to the Scerefary
of State at home. Liord Melville was the Minister
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chiefly responsible for the annexation of Cape
Colony by the English., Almoest alone among
British statesmen, he early recognised the impor-
tance of our keeping the Cape, not only because
of its value as a station on the road to India, but
because of the internal resources of the Colony and
its great possibilities of developmenti. He called
the Cape his ffavourite child,” he watched over it
with unflagging zeal, and he resigned office rather
than be a party fo its cession to the Dutch! Ho
appointed Liord Macartney first Governor of Cape
Colony, and Mr. Barnard, Lady Anne's husband,
Secretary. The eharm, talent, and rare social quali-
ties of Lady Anne Barnard led Lord Melville to give
thiz appointment to her husband. The Governor’s
wife {Lady Macartney) was not aceompanying her
hushand ; the wife of the Becretary wounld therefore
be the first lady of the Colony, and have to perform
many of the social duties which usually fall to the
lot of the Governor’s wife. DLady Anne was ad-
mirably fitted to fill such a position, and she enjoyed

b Ae a small llustration of this Emay mention thas inthe libary
at Melrille Castla there iz an old vehime entitled Walks and
Skefches ab tha Cape of Good Hope, by Toberl Temple, 1803, 16
12 dedicoated o tho first Lord Alelville, and in the dedicakion the writer
enye: T have beon induced to roguost the permission of affining your
lordehip's name hereto, solely fromm the convietion that no mun in
Grest Britain has paid so much attention to the affairy of the Cape,
or bas 50 intimaie an acquainkance with every subjoet relative to that
Celony, as your lordship.”
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the friendship and confidence of the Becretary of
State in no ordinary degree. Lord Melville charged
her to conciliate the Duteh as much as possible, and
to write to him freely about everything that oceurred.
These letters will show how well she fulfilled his
wishes in both respeets. They cover the period of the
Administrations of the first two English Governors
(Lord Macartney and Sirl George Yonge), and, in
addition to giving vivid deseriptions of South Africa
at that time, they are full of shrvewd observations
and wise suggestions as to the government of the
Colony, especially with regard to the treatment of
the natives and the coneiliation of the Dutch. The
student of history will note, too, that rpany of the
same problems pregented themselves for solution a
century ago in Bouth Africa as present themselves
to-day; the same difficulties arose, and perhaps the
same mistakes were committed on either side.

Lady Anne Barnard was also the anthoress of
that ever-popular ballad Awld Eebin Gray, and one
of the best-known figures in the literary and soeial
world of her day. Her fascmating personality is
all too Little known. T have therefore prefaced her
letters from Bouth Afriea with a brief memoir, and
have incorporated in it certain other letters which
she wrote from Ireland and elsewhere. They reveal,
like everything else she wrote, the same sterling
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qualities—a keen perception, a liberal mind, a warm
heart, and a magnetic gift of gympathy.

I take thie opportunity of acknowledging my
indebtedness to Liorp MELVILLE not only for his
permission to publish this correspondence, but for
much valuable ajd and kind encouragement. I
have also to thank Mz. G. FypEry Rowrey and
Mnrs, ATHoLL Fornes for leave to reproduce the
mimiature of Liady Anne Barnard by Cosway ns a
frontispiece.

W H. WILEINS.
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