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PATTIE DURANT.

CHAPTEER 1.
Pattie.

ONE Evenipye late in Jure, 1062, watching
the pradual mellowing of the gorgeous
Tints in the far-off weitern Horizon, her Arms
refting on a low Wall, fvod Patize Duront,

my Heroine.
She was tall and flighe in Figre, with a
round, githih Face; not beautiful, by any
Means, when feen under ordinary Circum-
ftances, but beautiful now, when, with Lips
flightly parted, and a firange, earneft Look in
her dark Eyes—as though the Soul within
were but juft dimly confrious of fome higher
Life yet to be attained—with the glowing
evening Tints lighting up he Face, and gleam-
B ing
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Pagtie Duront,
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|'|ng amid the Mades of her dark Hair, from

aoff which her Hood had fallen, the leant
againit the turf Wall, o leit in Thooghe as to
have forgotten that the was not alone.
Stretching far away before her was a dreary
peat Moor, purple oow, and [teming almoft
to merge into the Horizon on her Right; in
Front the Sun was flowly and majeltically
Lnking away, above hung fome golden-edged
Clouds, ever changing in Form and Colour
as they Hoated acrols the weltern Sky ; and on
her Left was a large Mlantation of datk-green
Firs, looking darker and denfer in contraft
with the rich orange Glow behind them.
From a Field clofe to the turf YWall came the
finell of new-mown Hay, and a gentle Wind
ruftled among the Leaves of the large Syca-

| morte-trees behind.

Prelently little Feet came pattering along !
the terrace Walk,

* Patiy and Nobert, e maun come in.”

The Speaker waz a fturdy little Urchin of
about eight Years old; and to give greater
effeft to his Wonds, he cought hold of Patfie's
Drefs with one Hand, and with the other

graiped




Pattie Duraxnt,

gralped HRobert's Foot, which dangled over

lthe Side of the Wall, and miilchievoully

knocked the Heel into the Turf, for the
Pleafure of [vattering the Secil on to the

| Path. i

Patiie heeded neither his Worde nor the

energetic Palla upon her Drefs; and Ruf:erf,}

with an 2tmuied Glanee from his pre-oconpied
Companion to the veflefs Boy befide him,
made no Effort to move except to dilengage
his Foot from the Hand of Mard, whom,
though but two Years yeunger, he looked on
as a mere Child compared to bimilf, Traly
there was a great Difference between them.
The one was roboft, reflefh, afiive, —a
thorough country Boy: the other was pale,
quiet, and ftudious ; fcarcely taller, in fpite of
hiz two Years' fenionty; better pleafed vo (it
ogn the turf Wall befide his Coufin Puetie,

watching the Sunfet, and indulging in his |

guaint, unchildlike Conceits, than to run or
wreflle with young Mark Aives, who was
ever eager to dilplay his Superiority in thoie

Accomplithments.
Mark was not inclined to fland there long
unnoticed
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