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THE FLYING SCUD.

INTRODUCTLON.

For the last filty yearvs, by almost imper-
ceptible degrees, o passion for the turf has
heen developing itsell among wus.  Nothing
in the world, especially among the passions,
can De recarded as an unmixed good; and,
although there are many qualities and cha-
setoristics inoan honest sportsman which
form the basis of Enghish nationality, they
are often joined with others which fade into
vices, the very reverse of that openness and
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henesty which was once the Loast of our
countrymen.

If the turl system of this country ever
dies, 1t will enly be by burying itself be-
neath that lond of avarice which is well-
nigh stifling 1ts best aspiration.  Howerver,
while the professional speeulators who pull
the strings are as indifferent to the pastime,
as a Poor Law guardian to the sulferings of
innocent panperism, or a sherifl’s officer to
the entreaties of lis prey, there are many
thousands of spectators who still Jove a
thorough-bred horse for himself, and the
healthy plessure he affords them ; whe ful
to recoznise in lum at first sight, the mstru-
ment of wrong, and the nneonscious means
of aristocratic swindling,

For this greatness of our countrymen of
every class and denomination, Mr. Dion

Boucicanlt has eatered. He has provided
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one of those dramatic pictures which flatter
our intelligence, by reproducing what we
feel to be true; and which appeal to our
sympathies at the same time, It was a bold
experiment, but not more bold than sue-
cessful ; and it i1s so successtul, because
every individual takes it, as it were, unde:
his especial proteetion, and pronounces his
own criticism without regard to any voice
but that of lus own intelligence or expe-
rience.

To Mr. Donctcault’s kindness and ready
permmssion [ am indebted for the opportunity
of presenting the same features of sporting
life in the pages of a novel. 1 behieve 1 see
in his drama the foundation of o story,
whose interest may be heightened by more
close and carcful analyvsis of the sepurate
characters which he presents to you on the
stage of a theatre, and though it be true
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