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ADVERTISEMENT.

IT is not with the rash attempt to explain
unfulfilled prophecy, nor with the desire of scruti.
nizing presumptuously into the hidden ways of God,
that the Author ventures to submit the following
Sermons to the public eye. He would strongly en-
deavour, in the tramsactions of public, as well as in
the most minute circumstances of private life, so far
only to trace *“the finger of God,”” as shall make
these events, what they seem always intended to be,
illustrative of spiritual good. In the wonders of
providential guidance, whether manifested in the
Word, in the Works, or in the Ways of God, he
would gladly have his own mind led to see God's
love manifested throughout, in tender mercy warning,
or in parental love inviting, all to seek after and to
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accept ¢ the unsearchable riches of Christ.” He
would wish, should it so please God to bless such
instrumentality, to call the attention of those into
whose hands these Sermons may bappen to fall, to
the solemn consideration of these peculiarly eventful
times ; and that each may strive, through the sancti-
fying influence of the Spirit of eternal truth, to
become a practical illustration, in heart and manner
of life, of the true believer’s most ardent and daily
prayer of “ Thy Kingdom come:" that each may
thua glorify the Saviour in being more and more
conformed to his image, and so made * meet for the
% inheritanee of his Saints in light,”’—here in the
rich enjoyment of present peace, and hereafter in
the full fruition of purchased glory,
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ST. MATTHEW Xvi- 2, %,

He answered and said unto ther, FWhen i is evening, ye sdy,
it will be fair weather : for the sky is red. And in the
morning, i will be_foul weather to-day 1 for the ehy is red,
and lmpering. O ye Aypoerites, ye can discern the face of
the sky ; bt can ye nat discern the signa of the times ?

IT was the Saviour’s rebuke to the
Pharisees and Sadducees, (men,for the most part,
shrewd, watchful, and Jearned in earthly things,)
that they were regardiess of those signs of their
times, which called them powerfully to the con-
sideration of heavenly things. Not to watch,
therefore, for such ways of speaking to the
understanding and to the hearts of mankind,
as Almighty God, in his providence, uses and
appoints, from external marks thereof, is a sin-
ful omission of an enjoined duty. It is a duty
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something of discussion here, If Christ hath
shown us that periods exist when the divine
counsels are made more manifest to the world,
and that, in those periods, unless we consider
the * signs of the times,” we are guilty of sin;
and when so many Christians, wise and good,
in various parts of Christendom, are deeming
themselves not presumptuous in proclaiming
those “sings’” now, I could not but feel
myself sufficiently called upon to speak upon
these things here; and it is my earnest wish
and prayer so to speak of them, that I may not
justly incur censure, either from the careless
and sinful livers of this world, that I needlessly
alarmed their fears; or from the really
awakened servants of Christ, that I unwarrant-
ably excited their hopes.

We are now again arrived at the season of
Advent. This sacred day, the first of that
hallowed period, once more calls upon us to
consider signs of the Redeemer’s advent past,
prophetic assurances of his second advent yet
to come: to consider, in all its solemn conse-
quences, wio came once, and why he came;
to remember who will come again, and for
what he will come. Matter full of the deepest
interest is again brought collectedly before us,
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