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BEATIFICATION, CANONIZATION,

ARD
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THE CONGREGATION OF RITES.

Te=s favourable recoption which this Sories of
the Lives of the Baints has met with, the exten-
sive sale, especially among our Protestant fellow-
oountrymen, and, so far a8 we have secm, the
uniformly kind favour and indulgent encourage-
ment shown te it by the Catholic press, both of
England and America, way perhaps warrant the
Editors in venturing & fow obeorvations, which
would have been premature and out of place
before, but have now become due to the continu-
ed indulgence of our resders. There are many
things which may appesr to peed some little
apology ; not only the irregularity of the pub-
lication of the early volumes, but also the
choice of Lives first put before the public,
occasional instances of alovenly translation, mnn-
goiuly expressions, spparently uncatholio from
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& too literal adheremce to the original, and
here and thero phrases which in the Catholic
language of & Catholic country sre ezsily intelli-
gible, but which may at first sight appear want-
ing in controvermal scouracy. Thezo it is hoped
have boen already overlocked by our readers;
the diffienlty of managing so extonsive an onder-
taking, the uncertain eoming in of manuseript,
and some other private disadvantages, often
leavo the Editors hardly their own masters ; bat
all which arc much lges likely to bo folt in the
succoeding volumes, But there are matters of
more importanen than thia: the very title of the
Series and the provisions of the Proapectus natu-
rally raisg questions in the minds of many of
our good Protestant readers, and perhape of Ca-
tholic laymen as well, which deserve both an
answer and o settlement, and upon which FProtes-
tante may be glad to haye seme little informa-
tion, and be willing to take it not in epirit of
controversy, but simply of information drawn
from sources whick do not gemerally fall in the
line of their reading, It is of these, if we may
do so without presumption, that we wish to say
something at present ; and the tonp of generons
admiration and ardent aympathy, with which
many of the sons of modern Rome, such az St
Charles Borromeo, St. Francia Xavier, St. Francis
of Sales, St. Vincent of Paul, and others, are al-
moat invariably spoken of by English writers,
warrant ug in pupposing that the information con-
tained in the following pages will not be nnaccop-
table to our readers. What is canonization # How



