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PREFACE.

The narrative of the greateat railroad disaster on record
is & task which has been undertaken in the following pages.
No gvent has awakensd more wideapread interest for
many years, and the ealumity will not cease W have its ef.
fect for a loog time 1o come.  The author has had unusual
facilities for knowing the particulars, and has vadertalen
the record of them on thig aceount. A familiarity with the
locality, the place and the gllizens, peraonal obsetvation on
the spot during the night, and a eritical examination of the
wreck before it was rotnoved in the morning gave him an
exact knowledpe of the aceident which few posgessed. This,
followed by Intercourse with the survivors, with the friends
of the deceased, and the represeniatives of the press, and hy
correapondence, which resulted from his assistance in lden.
tifying bodies, and searching for relics, all added to his
acqiaintance with the event and its conseguences. The
author is, however, happy in making an ackoowledgment
of assistapce from the thorough Investigation of the cor
oner's jury, from the faithfi) presentation of facts by the re.
porters of the press, sspecislly those of the “Inter-Oeean™
and the “Cleveland Leader' also from the pictuces taken
by the artlst Frederick Blukeslee, and from the articles
poblished and aent by various friends, which contnrined
fermons, sketches and Wographical notices. e has to
acknowledge also encouragements recelved from Capl T E.
Truworthy of Callfornia, and his putlishers J. 3. Goodman
and Louis Lloyd & Co
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The discusslons before the eountry in referenco to the
camse of this aceident, the author has not andertaken o
givey,  These hove been contained in the  Tailroad Gazette,
the "Ratlwny Age! the “Springfield Republican,” the Now
Yorle and Chicaso dajites, apd mawy other papers,

Prominent engineers, stich as O P, Buckingham, Cle
mawus Herschel, B, C. Davis, L, I Clack, Col, O R, Morton,
L 5. Cheschorongh, Edward 8. Philbelek, . V. Wouwmd,
. I Smith and many others have passsd their opinion
upai it

The aceident at Orat seemed bo invelve the question of e
nee of iron for bridges, and whether the Enropean system
wits not better than the American, and a comment wpon
thiz was given by Charles Collins, when he testifled that
203 000 wore wonld have srected o stono beidge,  Yet s
the dizenzsions conlinged, the conclosion scémns to have
been reached that riveled ron bridges mishic he eafb @7
propetly ponstructed, and e dogincors appointed by the
State Legislature of Ohio, reported that they “ find nothing
in this case W justity our popular apprehension that there
may be some inhersnt defect in iron as s material for
bridges. We find no evidenee of weukness in this bridge,
which could not have been divcovered amd provenbed,'”

The eroction of iron bridess with the trusses all below
the irack a2 contrmsied with soeallod “throwgh™ bridmoes
has wlan boen disgusaed, o this case the tendenoy to“huck-
ling" whern the track iz sppported by jron breces rother
than sugpended Crom them was most apparent, for engineer
Gouleil testified there was not o single brace which was
mol boelled,

The danger from dersilment and the fearfol resall which
mitst feflow in high bridges like this is suflleient argnment
for the addition of gusrds, or some other means to prevent
traing from going ofl.
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These questions, bhowever, are for railroad engloeers to
settle.  The responsibility of the railroad companies to the
American public i3 & point more importast,  The “Iron
Agre " gpeaking of this disaster snys, “it s a disquieting accl-
dent™ It says also that: “We know there are plenty of cheap,
badly built bridges, which the epginesrs are walching with
anxious fears, and which, fo all appesranee, only stand by
the grace of God."

The “Natlon™ of Feb. 15th says: “By meh disasters and
by zhipwreck are lives in these days sacrificed by the seore,
snd yvet oxeept through the clumay machinory of a coroner's
jur;,, lmrdly suy where 1o America i3 there the slightest
provision made for inguiry loto them.

* Here are wholesale killings. In four cases outof five
some one is responsible for them; there was 4 carelessnoess
spmewhere, or a fle ceonomy has been praclised, or o de.
fective discipline malptained, or sowme appliances of safety
dispensed with, or some one hos ruo for Toek and talien lia
changes"

It may be said of this cuse thai the coroner's jury werg os
thorough sod falthiul in their investigntion as the American
pubilic could ask; and yet from the class of reporters who
conveyed so inadequately the results of that investigation
frow day to day no one was apy wiser. The conclusion,
however, has been renched, and the verdiet corresponds
with the evidence glven in ihis hoolo

We have no space to giveto the harsh words that have been
spokien, These have come oot ooly from the hereaved friends,
but from papers of high stapding, among mwanefaelurars
and others,

The accident has bean bad enongh; and the decision of the
coroper’s jury sufliclenily condemning, The sction of the
‘State Legislature hias also made it a matier of investigation.

The letter of Charles Fraoeis Adamz also called pttention
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to & demand for A Railroad commission, and the subject
has not been left, a2 the “Nation" intimotes that it might,
1o & goroner’s jury, nor even to 8 legislative committee, but
an enactment of Congresa has already passed Lo bring the
gubject before the Committee on Kallroads,

Dounbtless the results will b, ineressod safety of travel,
amd the holding of rallread corporations to & strict account
by the sathority of law, for all accidents which ey be
cansed by the wanl of gkiliful cogineeriug of proper man-
agewent, The Westenhouse bralte may have cnused the
projectile force of the whole train 1o have fallen upon the
centre of the defective bridge, bat s there nol some way of
stopplog trolos from plunging entirely down into thesze
fearful chasms?

Inereased applisnees for stopping trains, propor precan
tions ik putting out fires, the frequent inspection of bridges,
gomie melhod of keeping & strict accolint of the pumbers on
the train will be required,

The oliject of this book, however, has not been fo discoss
these pointz, Az will be seen by the nartative, the religious
Iesaona of the oceasion wre made most prominent,

The suthor's sympathies were early called forth; aceess
to the sarvivors enlistad all hiz sensibilities; correspondence
alse showed how much need of consolation there was; and
the book was prepared onder the shadow of fhe greal
horror; but if the reader shall find the same comfort from a
view of the lovely characters and the Christinn hopes
which; span this dark cloud with-a bow of promise, the
anthor will eonsider that his miszsion has been aceomplished.



