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PREFACE.

Ix the aceompanying list the geographical arrangement of
those meteorites of the full of which there is no record bus
been adbered to. This wede of srrangement brings
together specimens which have been found in the sams
district at different times, and may possibly be the result
of & gingle fall. As the dates of discovery or of recognition
of melcorie origin, upon which other armppemenis are
based, are stated very difforently in the published lists of
the principal meteorite collections, = reference i each
inatance to the best available report and & brief extract
from it sre given,

Even s regards the dates of fall of the remmining
moteorites thers is mnch discrepancy among the variouns
lists: svery case in which the dsie here given haz been
found to differ from that recorded in any other list has been
verilied by reference to reports of the fall.

L. Frereuzs,
November Gth, TROE,
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ARRANGEMENT OF THE COLLECTION.

——

By ascending the larpgo staironse opposite to the Grand
Entrance and tarning 1o the right, the visitor will reuch a
sorridor leading bo the Department of Minerals

From the entrance of the Gallery the large mass of
meteoric iron, weighing three end a half tons, fonnd about
185 at Cranbonrne, in Anstralis, amd pressnted o the
Musonm in 1862 by Jamea Brnoe, Faq., con be peen in the
FPavilion af the opposife end of the Gullory.

Tho other meteorites will b found in the ssme room, the
smullor specimens in bhe foar eeutcal enses, ned tho lorger
on separzte stands  The casts of meteorites wre oxhibited
in the lower parts of the cases,

Tha specimens referred to in the ‘Infroduction to the
Blndy of Mctoorites' are in case 4, snd are srranged, as far
ae is practicable, in the order of referenee

The remuining specimens sre classified os:—

Smoarres, congisting chicfly of metallic iron (panes
ST

Siweroutres, comisling chicfly of metallic iron and slony
maktar, both in large proporiions (paocs Be, 47) 1 ond

Aprovrres, consisting chiefly of stony matter (panes
2-in).

At the begmning of each class are placed thoss me-
tearites of which the fall has bean ohsarved,

The pesition of mny meteorite in the cases may ba found
by reference to the Index and fo the second column of the
List of the Colleetion.
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THE HISTORY OF THE COLLECTION.

e

Usnrin. nearly fifty years after the establishment of the
British Museum, metaorite sollastions nowhere éxisted, for
tha reporte of the fall of stones from the sky were then
treated ne absurd, and the exhibifion of sveh sbones in w
public muscum would have beon w mutter for ridicale ) s faw
stones, which hed escaped destroction, were scattered shomd
Turope, and wers in the possession of private individuals
euriong encngh to preserve bodies concerning the full of
which upon our globa suoh reporta had been given, Henee it
happened thet in 1807 probably not more then four or five
meivoric slones were in the Brifizh Musoom ; one of them
wak 4 etone of the L' Adgle fall, prasented in 1804 by Hiot, the
distinguished physicist. A fragment of the Pallas metenrite
had been presented to the Musewm by the Academy of
Briences of B, Peteraburg 24 early as 1776, ot which time it
waz rerarded as “native iron.”

In the year 1807, bappily for the folure development of
the Mincral Colleetion, My, Oberles Kinig, the minernlogist,
wis appointed  useistant librarian,” and eix yedrs later was
premated to the Hespership of the then nndrvided Natnral
History Dapartment; it thus same wbout that for thirly-
eight years the senior officer of the Neluzal Hisbory Depart-
ment of the Musenm was one who bed an inlense enthusisem
for minerals aud made em his own apecial stady. 1t was
in Kinig's fime (1810} thut Parlisment voted 2 epecial grant
of £14,000 for the porchase of the minerals which had
belonged to Bir Charles Greville; with these passed mto
the possession of the Trostees probably several fregments of
meteoriter, meluding at lesst one, namely Taber, which had



History of the Collection. 9

bean sequired by Greville with the mineral eabinet of Baron
Born. The incresse of the Natural History Collectiona waa
such thet in 1827 the Botanical, and in 1836 the Zeologieal
specimens, were assigned to special departments, efler which
Kinig, as Keeper of a Department thenceforward styled
“ Mineralogy inclading Geology,” was left fres to devote his
sitontion fo that branch of Nataral History to which he was
more parkicularly stlached.

During Kinig's time, though numercus and excellent
mineral specimens were scquired, no great cflort was made
to render tha metearite collection iteelf complete; al his
death i 1851, it numbered abont 8 specimens, all of them
acguired by prosentation or purchase ; many of the purchasca
were muede from Mr. Heoland, The presentstions were :—

One of the Stanmern stones: by the Imperial Musenm of
Vieonns i 18514

Fragments of stones of the Mooresfort fll: by J. G,
('hildven, Eaq., F.S,, in 1817, and by Dr. Blake in 1819.

A fragment of o stone of the Timerick fall : by Dr. Blake,

in 1814,
The large Tuewmen iron, and o pieee of the Twilae

mderalite : hy Sir Wondhina P.EI'IR]‘.L,. E.OE., FRS., in 182
and 1828 respectively.

Ce of the Krokied stomes: by Wm. Maredsn, Eag, in
1554,

Specimens of the Ould Belkerelds meteorita: by Bir John
Hersehel, F.RA, Bir Thoe, Muelear, F.IL2., and E. Charlca-
worth, Eag, F.G.8, in 1830,

After the death of Mr. Konig, Mr. €. K. Walerbouse, the
palmontologiat, was appointed Keeper of tha Departmont. It
wea natural that the geologioel side of the department should
then bave its turn of sperial development, und in fasct the
geological collections, already important, inereased from
that time with preat rapidity ; the mineralogical side, how-
ever, had sdditione made to it, though not in the proportion
pliokted during the preceding yesra, During the time of Mr,
Waterhouse, only three meteorites were added to the
eollection, two of them by purahess ; the third, that of Mudee,
was presented in 1856 by Sir Wm, E. Logan, F.ILS.



