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DEDICATION,

To my friend K.8, P., whose never-ceasing helpfulness in the
world of her envivonment connts her as ono who “hath dawe
what she could,” and makes her an inspiration for those who are
doing what she wounld.
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FOREWORD.

Ix the Jewish history of the Old Testament is found
a people which has come out from an environment
made bateful by generations of bondage, and has set
its face toward o promised land of freedom.

This journey of the Children of Tsrael illustrates the
progress of the human soul, which is to outgrow the
bondage of the flesh and reach the freedom of the
gpirit. It is typieal of the individual and universal
development recognized to-daoy as the continnity of
evolution, whieh, erossing the line of demareation be-
tween shapes and souls, is to some time bring the high-
est species of the genus Man,

In this journey the people, thongh they have “tri-
umphed gloriously,” are halted for a season through
what befolls Miriam. For baving ¢ spoken against”
Moses, she is stricken with leprosy and shut out from
the eamp, “and the people journeyed not till Miriam
was brought in again.”

The progress of the human race is limited by the de-
velopment and position of its women, Naturally the
perceptive and intuitive hall of Man, woman's preroga-
tive and possibilities have been obseured by the mascu-
ling intellect.  Stimulated partly by the inherent vital-
ity of her own nature and by the foree of masculine
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example, she has taken the forward strides which have
produced the typical nineteenth century product—the
intellectually developed woman, selfrcliant, positive,
foreeful.

She is strongly en evidence to-day, a factor in the
body politie to be reckoned with, not ignored. She is
no relisionist, becanse she sees the mistake of being &
mere emotionalist. She is becoming—has become
ngnostie, Failing to recognize that part of our dual
natnre which is the true leader to higher things, and
becanse of her intellectnal ambition—* spesking against
Moses "—she has been smitten with the leprosy of seien-
tifie (#) materialism. And thus she iz “as one dead”
hecanse not alive to her own higher nature and trne
office.

Truly, the people may not jonrney further till she is
veceived in again. Past glories were good, present
wlories are better, the best are yet to come. Foreshad-
owings are with us. The sixth sense which marks a
higher species is beginning to appear. It is feminine,
and it pertains to the “divine womanly which ever
leads us on.” The intelleetual womanly, blind to the
divine, halts us in the wilderness.
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CHAPTER I

A mrsmmme rustling crowd filled the fashionable
chureh of Benton. It was within a few minutes of
the time appointed for the marriage ceremony,

Friends of the bride weighed and measured friends
of the bridegroom. Friends of the bridegroom sur-
veyved and criticized the friends of the bride. Perme-
‘ating the general expeetation was a parry-and-thrmst
atmosphere perfumed with the aroma which always
elings around a wedding,

In one of the pews far enough from the altar to
mark its occupants as velated to the contracting parties
socially rather than by blood, was seated a man who
surveyed the scene with well-bred indifference and an
oceasional raising of the evebrows as remarks intended
for the speakers’ neighbors reached his ear from differ-
ent, direetions. )

“She was just dying for him, you know, long be-
fore—"

“Her family were mueh opposed to the mateh,
and—"

“ He seems to almost worship her, but—7

“I've seom most of her troussean and it does not
compare with—"

“She's one of the sweetest girls I know, and T do
hope—"
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