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F ONE HAD A HUNDRED HYNMNS IN HIS MEMORY,
AND IF WITH EVERY CHANGING MOOD HE WAS
ACCUSTOMED Tt HAYE TO HIMSELF SOME SWEET
DESCANT OF EXFERIENCE, HE WOULDE NOT EASILY
BE MARE UNHAPPY, NOR WOULD HE WANDER
FAR FROM THE FPATH OF RECTITUDE,

— HENRY WARD BEECHER.




One Hundred Hymns
You Ought to Know

EDITED BY

HENRY F. COPE

Chicago New Yirk Torsnts
FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY
London Edinburgh




Clapyripht, 000
Hy FLEAING H, KEVELL {COMPARNY

Chrdial avkusrodedgmens fr fendered the edvioes af o The
Chivaps Tribeue™ fir permicion to publik iv permanent form

phis colfection, cwhbich appearsd firsd pw that fanenad

THZ VEITERSITT PEXSL CaMpviong, o, 9, A,




PREFACE

EW things in literature oxert a greater

power aver us than pood hymns ; they are

to be counted as "Lmon::rst the must potent

factors in religious nurture, They are to
very large numbers of people all that the Hebrew
lsalms were to o smaller number, Rl:':iglous t:l‘uth,
which in the form of syllogism or sermon would
have fuled ro find welcome in the mind, has
cutered freely and been fully apprehended when
presented 1n the torm of the sentiment of hyuins
and on the wings of their metres.  Many a heart,
in the trying hour of fear or doubc, has sudde'ﬂv
discovered light on the way,—light radiating from
some line or stanza of a hvmn char had ]m]q lain
in memory. The hymns of the Linglish-speaking
people have done more to mould their characters
than all the sermons spoken or writren.

l)i(] }"ﬂu Cwver H!“l }'UUFSQH_ 1'L‘Pﬂ}:lt.|.ﬁg over :'L|'l[i
over a sentence from a boolk or a sermon, find
such a sentence gradually working forward, as it
were, trom the margin of consciousness to the
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focus of attention? Not often. Yet how fre-
quently have lines and stanzas of hymns thus
stolen in on our field of thought, the same truth
coming again and again in this manner and every
time deepening its nmpression, its power over the
mind and will, and increasing the facility of its
entrance.

Teachers of men, especially the teachers of the
voung, fully appreciate the importance of storing
the mind with reserves of strength and seul
nourtshment, wich aspirations that lift up the eyes
of the heart and ideals that lead. In secking
these sources of soul strengeh the questions must
often oceur, First, where may one find them n
their noblest and richest form ? and, Sccond, in
what form will they find readiest admizsion to the
mind and exert the largest and most lasting influ-
ence?  There will be no hesituncy in answering
the first by saying that nowhere are there greater
riches of the life in the form of litcrature than in
the Bible; the second question finds answer, both
it reason and expericneg, that the splendid licerary
riches of the Bible sct into the form of our great
hymns then find their easiest vehicle into the mind
and have their greatest potency.  Qur bymus are
but the old songs of the Hebrew, the aspirations,
visions, passions, and inspirations of the great
religions teachers resung, set again into the forms
to which we are accustomed.  Religious truth in
the form of hvmns is so highly valuable because
the hymns are easily learned ; they are associuted
usually with inspiring tones, wich melodies often
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that sing them back again and again to the mind,
and because thus storing themselves in memory's
treasury they come out automatically, perhaps, 1n
samie hour when the soul is feeling its spiritual
poverty, a rich asset, to remind the soul uf]its yet
greater Unseen resources.

We do well then, seeing the power of these
hymns, to exercise no Iittle care in the sclection
of those with which children and youth shall be-
come familiar. This is that which has been in
mind in the selection of these * Hymns You
Ought to Know,” the bringing together of at least
one hundred of these hvinns which may be
counted of preatest warth and force on account
of their power for spiritual nerroere, for character
determination. There niust be always wide dif-
ference of opinion as to what are the very best
hymns. But there is certainly one safe test, viz,
what hymns have, through a course of at least
some time, shown themsslves to be best
capable of expressing the ideals and worship of
the peaple, stirring their emotions and aspirations
and strengthening their inner lives.  The song
which leaps into popularity and sweeps, whirlwind
like, over the country may meet none of these
requirements.  But the song that the people sing
year after year, that they sing  the hour of trial,
in the quictude of evening, by the hearthside, in
the cathedral — the song that is sung beeanse it
satisfies, strengthens, inspires, this is the one that
all our people need to know.

These, we are told, are the days when mate-
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