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LIFE OF FRANCIS HIGGINSON.

L

AN ENGLISH PARSCNAGE IN THE 5IX-
TEENTH CENTURY.

When a modern American makea a piigrimage, xs T have dones, bo
the English village church st whoze altars his ancestors once ministersd,
he brings away 2 fealing of renswsd wonder at the depth of convietion
which led the Puritan clergy to loreke their early homea. The exguic
sitely peaceful features of the English rural landseape, — the old Nor-
man church, hall rmined, and in thls particolar case restored by ald of
tha American descondanks of that hiph-minded cnbprant ; the old burialk
RFround that surrnands I 3 haunt of soch pesce o bo take death seem
doubly pestiul; the ancestral caks; the rosks that scar above Lthem ;
the focks of sherp drifting nolselessly among the ancient gravestonas, —
alk speak of such tramgelllity a5 the eager American most cross the
Atlantic to oblain. . . . What bve of thelr convlctions, what devotlon
o their own faith, must hewe been nesded to drive tha aducated Pori-
tan clergymen frat anch delcimp retreaty ko encoustés the peman, the
forest, and Lhe Indians | — T. W, Hiceinsonw : A Lavger History of
rhe Umited Stater,

Cotron MartHrr, writing in his * Magnalia ' the
memoirs of more than thirty of the founders of New
England, places at their head the name of Francis
Higginson. After a prolonged prelude of quaint
learning as to the scriptural Noah and the classical
Janus, he proceeds to twine their laurels together, and
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to lay them oo the modest brow of the subject of his
discourse, whom he places “first in a catalogue of
heroes.” © Withoul pursuing these cariosities any fur-
ther,” he says, # 1 will now lay hefore my reader the
story of that worthy man ; who, when "t is considered
that he crossed the sea with & renowned colony, and
that haviog seen an ofd world in Burape, where a
flood of miguity and calamity carried all before it,
he zlso saw a memn world in America; where he ap-
pears the first in a catalogue of herces, and where
he and his people were admitted into the sovemant
of God ; wherenpon a hedge of giedy and sancdisy con-
tinued about #iaf people as long as &¢ lived; may
therefore be called the Noeah or Fanwr of New Fng-
land, ‘This was Mr, Fraacis Sigeinson'?

Thus far Cotton Mather ; and in the same strain of
companson o later American historian has written :
“ Among the Argonauts of the first decade of New
Enpland, there was perhaps no braver or more exqui-
site spirit than Francis Higginson.” ?

Francie Higginson came of what may fairy be
called, in the very best sense, a gentle lineage ; lor
his paternal grandmother, Joane Higginson, dying a
widow in the sixtcenih ceotury, bequeathed £y a
year to the poor of Berkeswell, co. Warwick, Eng-
land. This fact is known by its being mentioned in
the will of Joane Higginson's son, Thomas Higginson
of Berkeswell, yeoman, which will was dated Nov. 2g,

1 Magnalia Christi Americana, ed. 1820, 1, 322
3 Tyler, History of American Literature, § 166
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1573, and proved Feb. 10, 1574. Joane Higgin-
son's death must therefore have occurred as early as
1573, and probably much earlier; and the sum be-
queathed by her would now, allowing for the dif-
ference in the value of mooey, be worth Lro
'(#350) anoually. She is probably the earliest per-
son of the name to whom the present English and
American families of Higginson can trace back their
origin; but they may well be contented. A pious
widow, thrifty enough to have this sum to bergueath,
and generons enough, after providing for her own
children, to leave it to the poor, is surely a satisfac-
factory fountain-head for any family ; nor has the spirit
she manifested ever been wholly wanting among
her descendants during more than three hundred
years,

Thomas Higginson of Berkeswell, the son of Joane,
left legacies to his sons Robert, Thomas, and George ;
to his daughters Joyce, Dorothy, Ursala, snd Elizabeth.
He also left legacies to his brothers Nicholas and Mr.
Jobn Higginson, The prefix Mr. or Magister was at
that period almest wholly confined to persons in holy
orders, and this makes it practically certain that this
brother was a clergyman, The only English clergy-
man bearing these names at that period, =8 appears
from the records of the two universities Oxford and
Cambridge, was the Rev. John Higginson, who was
of Jesus College, Cambridpe, B.A, 1564-5 and M.A.
1568. He was instituted to the Perpetual Vicar-
age of Claybrooke, Jan. 23, 1571-2, as appears by



