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INTRODUCTION

No man since Washington has become to Americans so
familiar or so beloved a figure as Abraham Lincoln. Heis
to them the representative and typical American, the man
who best embodies the political ideals of the nation, He
is typical in the fact that he sprang from the masses of the
people, that he remained throwgh his whole career a man of
the people, that his chiefl desire was to be in accord with the
beliefs and wishes of the people, that he never failed to trust
in the people and to rely on their support.  Every native
American koows his life and his speeches, s anecdotes
and wilticisms have passed into the thooght and the con-
versation of the whole nation as those of ne other statesman
have done.

"~ ITg belongs, however, not only to the United States, but to

the whole of civilized mankind. It is no cxaggeration to say
that he has, within the Iast thirty years, grown to be a con-
spictuous ligure in the lnstory of the modern world.  Without
him, the course of events, not only in the Western hemisphere
but in Europe also, would have been different, for he was
called to poide at the greatest crisis of its fate a State already
mighty, and now far more mighty than in his days, and the
guidance he gave has affected the march of evenls ever
since. A life and a character such as his ought 1o be known
o and comprchended by Europeans as well as by Americans.
Among Duropeans, it 15 especially Englishmen who ought
to appreciate him and understand the significance of his
life, for he came of an English stock, he spoke the English
tongue, his action told upon the progress of events and the
shaping of opinien in all British communities everywhere
more than it has dene upon any other pation cutside America
itsetf,

This collection of Lincoln’s speeches seeks to make him

known by his words as readers of history know him by his
Vil



