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PREFACE.

In presenting the following brief Memoir of
a departed and much loved brother, some ex.
planation may be needed as to the length of
time which has elapsed since his death and this
publication, which is to be attributed to a
variety of causes, Among these, some delay
may be ascribed to the natural reluctance felt
by his relations to the publication of what may
be considered privatc and confidential com-
munications, and which were written without
the most distant notion that they would ever
be printed. The concurrent opinions of a few
esteemed friends, to whom a portion of his
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correspondence has been recently submitted,
being in favour of this undertaking, and enter-
taining a conviction that some good and no
harm, might probably result from it, these
objections were waved in the hope that the
pious example and Christian experience of this
humble fellower of a erucified Lord might tend
to the promotion of His cause, and incite others
to an increased diligence to make their * ealling
snd clection sure.”

On arriving at this determination, another
difficulty had to be overcome, which also has
cansed comsiderable delay. Unaccustomed to
Literary composition, I was conscious of my in-
ability to prepare these papers for the press,
and therefore sought the assistance of some
suitable friend to edit them. One to whom
they were entrusted for this purpose, detaimed
them upwards of a year, without accomplishing
the object. Considerable time was subsequently
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do I, in any way, shrink from the responsi-
bility involved in the publication of this small
work.

It is perhaps to be regretted that the publica-
tion of these Memoirs has been postponed until
after many that knew and valued my brother,
have also like him, passed from works to rewards,
bat there are still many of his contemporaries
left, to whom the perusal of the following pages
may be interesting and acceptahle.

Should it be thought that the general tenor
of his letters is too discouraging, it may be
proper to remark, that Evan Rees was not a
man of gloom, but of a lively temperament and
cheerful disposition, not appearing to the world
" to fast ;" it was only in the confidential com-
muniecations to his relations, to whom with a few
exceptions, the letters were addressed, that he
fully opened his heart, and revealed his spiri-
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tual trials in the Christian warfare. Desertion
and self-abasement are frequently permitted to
assail the traveller Ziom-ward, to wean him
from all earthly dependence, and to attract his
faith and confidence to Him, who never said
“to the wrestling seed of Jacob, seck ye my
face in vain,” In remarking upon the afflictions
afthErlglltmna, John Thorp beautifully says,—
* Alas! why should that wholesome discipline,
which consummate wisdom hath ever exercised
upon those whom he hath made willing to hear
every refining operation, and turning of His
holy hand, seem strange to any of us? Gold is
tried in the fire, and acceptable men in the
furnace of adversity ; and indeed, if ©it became
Him, for whom are all things, and by whom
are all things, in bringing many soms unto
glory, to make the Captain of their salvation
perfect through sufferings;’ if He was ‘a man
of sorrows and acquainted with grief, is it not
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‘enough for the disciple that he be as His
Master, and the servant as his Lord "

With an earnest desire that the following
pages may have a tendency to encourage the
Christian traveller to persevere in the path of
self-deninl, and to take up the daily cross of
onr dear Lord and Saviour, and foljow him in
the regencration, I commend ‘this ittle book to
the attentive perusal of Friends, eraving that
patience may have its perfect work with us all,
and that we may be enabled in sincerity to
ascribe © Salvation to our God, which sitteth
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb"’

Jonareay REgs.

Neath, Ninth Month, 1853,



