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PREFACE.

%HIS work is republished with additions, in
the hope that it may be useful to general
veaders. When first published, in 1888, an able
London Review stated that it laid too much
stress on the clerical element in Irish politics.
Recent history, however, apparently justifies the
views then expressed. When the clergy of the
Irish majority withdrew their support from Mr.
Parnell he lost influence with a decisiveness that
astonished even his shrewd and practical mind.
Whether he lost it deservedly or not may be a
matter of opinion. But of the fact and its result
there can be no doubt, proving that in politics,
clerical influence among the Irish masses re-
mains the chief and ultimate guide.

A. 5. G. CANNING,
fune, 1804.
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THE DIVIDED IRISH.

CHAPTER 1.
[INTRODUCTION,

’THRDUGHDUT Britaiti; v many years;
tﬁ party-spirit, allied with religious ani-
maosity, has been little known, or at least
produced few dangerous results. To a great
extent this feeling has become within it almost
a matter ol history.* Thus the two greatest
British novelists of the century, Walter Scott
and Charles Dickens, describe it in historical
tales with an impartiality unknown, or unex-
pressed at any former time, Scott, alike de-
lighted and instructed his readers by describing
estimable or worthless characters among all po-
* “Mlere political changes leave the great body of the com-
munity uptouched, or touch them only feehly, indirectly or
superficially, bat ehanges, which affect religious beliel, are felt

in their full intensity in the meanest hovel,—Lecky's ** England
in the Eighteenth Century,” Vol. IL

B



2 The Divided Irish.

litical and religious parties in Britain, Dickens,
writing many years later, apparently saw little
occasion to dwell upon this subject. His works
chiefly address English readers, among whom
hypocrisy, ‘'meanness, and selfish avarice, the
usual accompaniments, perhaps, of a long period
of domestic peace, wealth, luxury, and com-
mercial competition, needed condemnation more
than an almost extinct spirit of political and
religious bigotry. In his chief historical novel,
“ Barnaby Rudge,” Dickens describes the “ No
Popery" riotsin London of the last century with
a fairness which would never have been popular
except in a community free from religious pre-
judice, But in the midst of light, as Macaulay
says, the thick darkness of the Middle Ages
rested upon Ireland, and in some resperts his
remark still applies to that perplexing country.
Many parts of it still cherish and recall the
memory of remote civil wars with a vivid in-
terest, and often a wvindictiveness no longer
marnifested in other civilised lands,
/ During the Reformation the cause of Roman
- Catholicism was steadily maintained by the
native Irish, while the English and Scottish
colonists, chiefly in the north of Ireland, fol-



