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I DERTOATE THIE TARIFLE IK TEATIMONY OF & EEGARD TIIAY wirl
DIE WITH ME, ANP WHICH ANY LANGUAE THAT I
OOTLD AR WOULD FATL TO EEFEBHBE

DAVID BRUCHANAN,

Fpdney, I0AE December, 1550,
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CAPITAL PUNISHMENT.

Ow the b Jeooacy, 1061, Bir Heory (Sen Mr.) Parkes moved the ssoand
reading of » Bl to sbholish cepital pondshment, on whith coossion Mr.
Buchenan deltvered the Iollowlng spesoh :— -

Mr. Ewarr's annual motion in the House of Commana te

effect the porpose of thie Bill, kes long rendered me familiar

with all the argnments used to snpport the principle of the

Bill now befors the House, and which I troaf will bé thrown

out by a decizive majority. The honoesble member for East

Bydney, Mr. Parkes, hes not sdded anything new or original

in the shape of argument, to what we have already known

as being continually put forth by the upholders of his views.

Indeed we could wall afford 60 lewve the honorable member

nnanswered, so little has he said thet in eny way calls for

argumentative reply. The subjoet of prison discipline, or
the proper and just dealing with priconers, is cme of large
importance—all the mers important when we reflect apon
the strange notions that are abrosd in refrremce to their
treatment, and the spuricus diseased sympathy which seems
to set in in favoar of great criminels, and of which the Bill
now before the House seems to be an emanation. T am
afraid we ave going a0 far with our superfine philanthropy
and heaven-horn benevolence that we run a strong chance
of loming all distinction between the virtuous and
the vicious, the criminal and the upright honest man,

There are in all towns of the world, and in this town =a

well, a large hody of very poor struggling hanest people, who

have remained honest amidst all menner of squalid misery,
battling with hardshipe and privations in a life or death
B
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struggle for bare existence. These people have endured all
those hardships and sufferings patiently and bravely, and
have preserved their integrity swrrounded by many
tomptations. They wre poor and wretched, but honest, and
are sustained mainly by hope in bearing up aguinat the
hardships of their jot. Now this is the scil by cultivating
which ahealthy philanthropy might reap & rich and tangible
hatvest. o more wholesome, kealthy, or holy faeling than
‘that of sympathy hern Sympathy and active aid from
philanthropy in this quarter would be » blessed spectacle in
harmony with rightecusness end truth, and eleveting and
inapiring &ll conoerned with the purest feeling of religion.
This iz the proper quarter for the exercise of a just and
rational philanthropy, When philantheopy and benevolence
are spurions, ad woll s diseased, they play strange pranks
and often most wofully mistake the road. A jeal, I alwaye
uvnderatood, was & place of punishment, bot the danger we
have to gnard againet is to see that it iz not transformed
into a placs of oasy, comfortable, guict vecivation and
repose, antirely at the instance of the aforesaid disessed and
gpurions philenthropy. No men cen be said to be poasessel
of a healthy moral Ffeeling whe does not hate the
criminal scoundeol who compels you to confine him in o jail
Thera can be no love of the good and virtuous withont «
corresponding hate of the vicious and oriminal; and the
neture where this hutred does not exist ie an unwholesome
pature, diseasod to the extent of almoat rottemness  When
prisoners are all properly classifind in s jail, with a view to
discipline and their own advantage, a uniform spirit of
stern sharp severity should pervade the place. They should
be made to feel constantly that they are in & place of
punishment, and that society detests them and their crimes
until by repentance or reformation a better opinion or feeling
in justified. The time was when the jail was & terror to evil-
; Febtw
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doers; but poor sickly, tottering philanthropy has pretiy well
shorn the place of ull its terrors.  What poor man lives so
well or is a0 well cared for as the iInmates of onr jails? Are
the honest poor howsed as well, kept ao clesn, or fed o well,
with doctors to attend them when i, and clergymen to
supply their spiritual wants§  Well, then, I say that
it is a3 blind, ignorant, dissesed, and benighted sympathy
that only fedls an interest in a wan when his detestable
vilany makes him the inmate of & prison I
maintain, and bhave always maintained, that every nct
of kindness by which things are made soft and comfortable
for these priscners in our jails is & wromg done ta the poor
honest man, who, outside, iz comtending with hardship
and want to pressrve his inbegrity, ax well as his existencn
Philanthropy, in theas days, s perpetrating noe end of
mischief I rendering % &lmost impoasible to rule the
ruffianizm of our prisons, teaching them by every means in
ity power that their crimes have enlisted it love and
mterest instead of ity decpest and most authentic hatred
All intermeddling, st the instance of philanthropy, with tha
government of our prisons, should be stopped forthwith,
Even visitors should not be allowed thers, and the prizoners
ghould nowver see & face but those of their jailers, and be
taught to understaind that both them and their crimes sre
histed by every true honest tan, which cannot be eltered
but by their own repentance and resclute parpoee to amend,
This quostion of prison discipline is one that will have to be
looked into one of these days, not in the way of making it
more comfortable for prisomers, but in shaping things
80 that the bare mention of the word jail will never
be heard by our scoundre]l coless without s shudder
I trust honorable members, in consideration of the
importance of this part of the suhject, will pardon me
following it up a little farther before considering what I
believe to be the advantage of the desth punishment I
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bave said that it is the duty of every heslthy wholesome
nature to hete the criminal scoundrel who compels you to
lock him up in prison. There are two principles existing
bere patent. enough to all of ug good and evil There can
be no love of both—the love of the one neceesitates the
hatred of the other, and how any man can say that he hates
evil and loves the doer of it iz one of those problems
entirely bayond my comprehension. et me put & case to
bring the truth of this matter vividly and clearly before
honorabls membere A poor paticnt, faithfal, loving wife
and mother finde the reward of all her anxivus kindnesa and
devotion in brutal ill-usage at the hands of her scoundwel
bhusband 8he has bome this for years without murmur,
hut it ends in the ruffian keking and trampling the Life gut
of her. Does the Christian relizion prescribe love for &
deteatable wretch of this kind? The Bill before the House,
if pasesd into law, which T trmst it never will be, would
gave him from the only punishment sgqual to his deseris:
but will any wan snewer me and say that that
man it in a healthy state, moralty, whose sonl does
not blaze into diery and divine hatred of uwch
a rufisn. I am gick fo death of thiz weal, effeminate
mixing up of right and wrong, good and bad, and
pretending to sen no difference between them, but to have the
eame feelings of love, pity, and sympathy for the crimine] thet
are entertained by all good men for the strugeling, devotad
poor but honest man. Who can say what may heppen
in these days if the philanthropy that stagpers shout like &
drunken lunatic, geta the upper hand, and is allowed to do &s
it likes inside our jaila Mot pernicious is that ignorance
and mawlkish cant that is perpetualiy gotting up un agitation
to save some detestable crimingl from his appropriste punish-
ment. If this sickly aywtem of spurious benevolence in the
treatment of cur priconers iz continued we will very soon be
asdmonished to change our tactica T do not wish to shot



