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PREFACE.

This book is the resolt of studics undertaken
solely for the purpose of discovering, if possible, the
mysterious cause of these depressed thmes. | have
no personal interest in the guestion, sod, so fur as 1
kunow, T i free from party bias of any kind, The
facts were gathered from the best available sources,
and will be found sufficiently accurnte by puy who
may have the menns of verifving them,

[f the reader dovs oot abways Hod the reasoning
clear and foretble, vet if he has a logical miend, and
will read this hoole throuel, Tre will e led frresiste
ibly, as | have been, to the belief that our trouble is
monetary, and that there shonld e o changee in oour
financial policy.

). C. Eruarr,

Fastor of bhe Centeal PrrosTevterian Olinrely, SAkeoan, ko,






WHEREFORE.
ARTICLE 1,

The query “ Why these liodd tinmes =" is in every
thoughtful mind,  That there is o rslical wrong
somewherse that shoubl e eroloted, pll adomiat e Tant
there is np conception of what that wronye i=, noud,
therefore, there is no acreement as to the remedy,

The ciuse of these depressed times, if we are
not wanting in intelligenee, certainly can be fonmd,
and a remedy can be applied. noless we are wanting
in moral stomina, IF theve i= s wide-spreat saf-
fering and we are not able eithier to lid the cause or
to apply the remedy, then it mast be confessed with
shame that we hove neither the inlellivenee nor the
moral character to fit us for self-govermment, and our
experiment of 8 govermment by the people; for the
people "isa failuee. We gre degenerate sons unable
to perpetuite the Blessings bought for s by the
sacritice gind Dtood of onr fthers,

The answer (o thiz guestion dacs not terest us
alone ; this o common with evees ather priociple
touching humar rights and publbie swelfare that has
been discussed and setiled fu this repnblic, wilens
i its resubts, mied affeets e destiny of the civilized
world,  As patriots, we shonld come to this consid-
eration  unprejudiced, ad  thig shoulil also be
studied with a broml Christian =pirit, recognizing
our obligations to all oen,

These hard tines are not cansed by crop failures
il any part of the lnnd., The sesnzons have been
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fravorabibe sl e felds frave }‘1!:.*1:]r:t:| the cereals 1o
great abundance. The orchards and gardens have
Frurnished an abwaadanee of frait and \‘l::‘.gt‘.tilhlﬂﬁ.
Clathing iz abuadant awd cheap ; we could never
before buy soel good, waem woolen goods for so
little money.
have not become exhansted, while ofl and gas wells
have greatly nulriplied and toree ont their treasures
for our comfort. Nature has been lavish in her

Mines of conl, iron mird olher metals

blessings, even the cold of wintler seemed tempered
to the needs of the poor. A kind Provideoce haas
been over us. he strange anomaly i2 cold, hunger
and suffering in the midst of teeming abundance,
They are pot consed by g sconrge of pestilence.
The public health was aever better, We have come
to nmderstand the conditions a vigorous body re-
gquires.  The stdy of physiology and bhygiene in oar
public schools has made this generation more intel-
lgent i the care of the

walth, aud the henetits are
seen bt this frecdom trom aoy pablic scourge and
thie orea Tual lenocheninge of the averave of lnanman
life

Chanreantine regralntions by the weperal govern-
ment, awd nlso coreful gnarding against contagions
diseases by Bate, monicipal wod township authori-
ties, have wade it guive timprobable that aoyv general
pestilence shall occur among s,

Vigorons= physical lealth hias now become the
fashion, Attennation of biody s no longer regarded
as indicatiog o refinemsent of snind. Clething and
shoes are now worn that AL aoed are ru|:|;||-1}r.h'|bl|._‘.
The contraction of auy part of 1the body is now vualgar,
College athletics are carried to soach exirenies that
this development of the physical veenpies muore



