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RELIGIO MEDICI. TO THE
READER.






TO THE READER.
CERTAINLY that manwere greedy of life, who should desire
to live when all the wotld wete at an end; and he must needs
be very impatient, who would repine at death in the society of
allthingsthatsufferunderit. Had notalmost everyman suffered
by the press, or were not the tyranny thereof become universal,
I had not wanted reason for complaint: but in times wherein I
have lived to behold the highest perversion of that excellent in-
vention, the name of his Majesty defamed, the honour of Parlia~
ment depraved, the writings of both depravedly, anticipatively,
countetfeitly, imprinted : complaints may seem tidiculous in
private persons; and men of my condition may be as incapable
of affronts,as hopeless of their reparations. And trulyhad notthe
duty I owe unto the importunity of friends, and the allegiance
I must ever acknowledge unto truth, prevailed with me; the
inactivity of my disposition might have made these sufferings
continual,and time, that brin%s other things to light,should have
satisfied me in the remedy of its oblivion. But, because things
evidently false are not only printed, butmany things of truth most
falsely set forth; in this latter I could not but think myself en~
aged: for, though we have no power to redress the former, yet
in eotherthareparationbein%lwithinuurselves,lhaveatptesem
mﬁ:esented untotheworld a full and intended copy of that piece,
whichwasmostimperfectlyandsusreptitiouslypublished before.
This I confess, about seven years past, with some others of
affinity thereto, for my private exercise and satisfaction, I had at
leisurable hours composed; which being communicated unto
one, it became common unto many, and was by transcription
successively corrupted, until it arrived in a most depraved copy
at the press. Hethat shall peruse thatwork,and sh:ﬁ take notice
of sundry particularsand personalexpressions therein, will easily
discern the intention was not publick: and, beingaprivateexer~
cise directed to myself, what is delivered therein was rather a
memorial unto me, than an mmple or rule unto any other: and
therefore, if there be any singularity therein cotrespondent unto
the Frivare: conceptions of any man, it doth not advantage them;
or if dissentaneous thereunto, it nowayoverthrows them. Itwas
penned in such a place, and with such disadvantage, that (I pro~
test), from the first setting of pen unto paper,I had not the assist~
ance of any good book, whereby to promote my invention, or
relievemymemory; and thereforethere mightbe manyreal lapses
therein, which others might take notice of, and more than I sus-~
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pected myself. It was set down many years past, and was the
sense of my conce tionsat that time, not an immutable lawunto
my advancing judgment at all times; and rherefore there might
be manythings therein plausible unto my passed apprehension,
which are not agreeable unto my present self. There are many
things delivered rhetorically, many expressions therein merely
tropical, andastheybestillustrate myintention; andthereforealso
there aremany things to be taken in a soft and flexible sense, and
not tobecalleduntothe rigid testof reason. Lastly,all thatiscon~
tained therein is in submission unto maturer discernments; and,
as I have declared, shall no further father them than the bestand
learned judgments shall authorize them: under favour of which
considerations, I have made its secrecy publick, and committed
the truth thereof to every ingenuous readet.

THOMAS BROWNE.
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FOR my religion, though there be several circumstances that
‘might persuade the world I have none at all,—as the general
scandal of my profession,—the natural course of my studies,—
the indifferency of my behaviour and discourse in matters of re-~
ligion (neither violently defending one, nor with that common
ardourand contentionopposinganother),—yet, indespite hereof,
I dare without usurpation assume the honourable style of a
Churistian. Not that I merely owe this title to the font, my edu-~
cation, or the clime wherein [ was born, as being bred up either
to confirm those principles my parents instilled into my unwary
understanding, or by a general consent proceed in the religion
of my country; but that having, in my riper years and confirmed
judgment, seen and examined all, I find myself obliged, by the
principles of grace, and the law of mine own reason, to embrace
_ no other name but this: neither doth herein my zeal so far make

me forget the general charity | owe unto humanity, as rather to
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hate than pity Turks, Infidels, and (what is worse) Jews; rather
contenting myself toenjoy thathappy style, thanmaligning those
who refuse so glotious a title,

¥€e Quousque patiere, bone Jesu!

Judzi te semel, ego sepius crucifixi;

1lli in Asia, ego in Britannia,

Gallia, Germania;

Bone Jesu, miserere mei, et Judzorum.

BUT, because the name of a Christian is become too general
to express our faith,—there beinga geography of religion aswell
as lands, and every clime not only distinguished by 1ts [aws and
limits, but circumscribed by its doctrines and rules of faith,—to
be particular, I am of that reformed new~cast religion, wherein
I dislike nothing but the name; of the same belief our Saviour
taught, the apostles disseminated, the fathers authorized, and the
martyrs confirmed; but, by the sinister ends of princes, the am~
bition and avarice of prelates, and the fatal corruption of times
so decayed, impaired, and fallen from its native beaury, that it
requiredthecareful and charitablehands of these times to restore
it to its primitiveintegrity. Now, theaccidental occasion where~
upon, the slender means whereby, the lowand abject condition
of the person by whom, so good a work was set on foot, which
in our advetsaries beget contemptand scornfillmewith wonder

and are the very same objections the insolent pagans first castat X3

Christ and His disciples.
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