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PREFACE.

Tue letters presented to the public in
this book were written during an experi-
ence of life in Japan somewhat different
from that of the average foreign resident
in the East. The anthor’s call to the
Orient came to her from one of the most
conservative and anti-foreign of the Tokyd
schools,—a school for noble girls, under
the management of the Imperial House-
hold Department, The invitation was sent
to her throngh a Japanese friend, who had
been the teacher of English in the school
ginee its foundation, for no foreigner’s
recommendation would have had much
weight with the conservative and cultivated
Japanese in charge of the institution.
Work in such. a sehool naturally brings a
teacher into close contact with the most
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refined and cultivated of Japanese women,
and cannot fail to give to those who per-
form it & new sympathy with & clasa nsu-
ally but little understood.

Upon my arrival in Tokyd in June, 1888,
I found myself greeted by Japanese friends,
known long and intimately in America, but
from whom I had been separated for years,
Their friendship had, however, stood well
the strain of the long separation both by
time and space. In all that great city I
had no acquaintance of my own race and
language, but my Japanese friends so cared
for me and smrrounded me by their kind-
ness, that instead of missing the society of
my own people, 1 found its absence & posi-
tive advantage,in that it threw me entirely
upon congenial and interesting Japanese
friends for that social iutercourse necessary
for all eivilized beings.

Journeys over the beaten tracks of tour-
ist travel during the summer of 1888
brooght me in contact with many charm-
ing and interesting American and English
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