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CHAPTER L

My name is Utterson,— Linus Utterson.
I am a lawyer in Soho, and have practised
law there for thirty years or more. I am
well known to men of my profession, par-
ticularly to the Hon. Joseph Undercoot,
Enoch Willard, and other equally well-
‘known men, to whom I refer you as to
my character and integrity as a professional
man.
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What follows below, the facts and details
in the well-kknown case of Dr. Jekyll and
Mr. Hyde, I have duly sworn to before re-
putable witnesses, and therefore trust that
the public will receive them in the good
faith in which they are offered.

In view of the fact that my name has ap-
peared in connection with the history of the
case already given to the public as facts,
some of you may say that in now coming
forward with still another statement that I
am making retraction of the first account,
thereby declaring the first account afore-
said to be false, and so accusing myself of
perjury, since the first account was also
sworn to.

1 deny this; I go still further, and de-
clare the details as given already to the
public to be absolutely correct,— that is,
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they are correct in one sense and wrong
in another. The ‘incidents, conversation,
in fact all the tragic details, occurred
exactly as you know them; the places of
incident given are correct, — yet, paradoxi-
cal as it may seem, you do not know the
truth, We were deceived almost from the
first; the conclusions drawn from the cir-
cumstantial evidence before our eyes were
utterly false, and as such, helped to aug-
ment the success of one of the cleverest,
the cruellest, and most hellish plots ever
conceived by mortal man.

For the benefit of those who have not fol-
lowed the history of the case, I will sketch
it, as briefly as possible, as already given
by the Hon. Mr. Stevenson, since, as I have
already stated, that h{storjr is absolutely
correct on the face of it.



