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PREFACE

This volume is ollered to the public in the hope that
1 will give its readers aogeneral idea of the First Adminis-
Leaitbon of e Coomeermment of the State of Oklnlomn,
contains o brief story of 1he Opening of 1he Country Lo
settlement, and also o story of e malking of e Consti
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HE OPENING OF ORKLAHONMA to settlement
onn Lie twentv-second of April, Ts&4, marked 2
new eri i te bistory o modern eivilization,

Heretofore the movements of population wd

e ereation  of  States Tued been show o

parved  with the avalanehe which swept into
kbl inoa single doy sod Inid the Tomdation of @eom
manwealth destined o be oone of e most popilons el
progressive in the Federal constelliation, The pietaresgoe
] surging masses Lhal erossed the border on chat event
ful day represented a movement that had exiated Toe many
vears, It owas aodenme i eivilizaiion sueh oas the world
vever saw before and will never see again.

The movenment was orviginated wud led T omen of
determoined porpose aod ol comspivuons couriee, \With
them the fdea to make here a State was no o ddle dreeam.
They foresaw as with propheiie viston the magnificent
possibilities thal clustersd arovndd  the promised b,
Thew fndly comprebended that the settlement of ORIl
wonld be o departoee Trom the bestea path of Dmmigration
which bad advanced along the Boes of Tatitoade West, ol
that here in the cewter of the Continent, widway between
the North and South, wonld Be a Tratermad union of people
from all sections of oor common conntey,  With Pavie il
Conely, and those aeguainted with them o the Olcdabioman
erisade Tor feee homes, the conception of the futire was
nol ess entranecing than that of Coronade, (e Span-
ish explorer, who led an expedition in 3500 froan Mexico
weross Oklabowa o the northern boundey of Iansas, o
tistinee of more Uiy Chree thousand wiles. in search of
the fabiled provinee of Quiviera, The one was o sellish oo
sadde Tor golid and silver, and for new deminions for the

Spanish crown, and the other was the outharst of @ pedee



Ful eivilizntion essential for the bappiness amd prosperity
ol wnborn millions of the Dotores 1t bas been owell zaidd
Sthere i wothing i the history ol ooy conntee or goyvern
ment that can be connpared with the pesceinl sectlement
o Okkahoma" )

Tlie elose of Uie civil ware gave i new impetns to West
ern emigration,  Both o the Sorth and South conditions
were nseltled, T was but natoreal therefore that public
attention shonld be stteaeted to the goocenpied Laods of
Uililthonmi. Their ferdility,  their geogrmphical  loeation,
and aogenial climate, presented an alluring picture w the
mnltitoales that were seeking new homes,

As early as BSG6 & movement was made in Congress
Lo establish civil covernment here. o Bobert T Vian
o, s distineuished member of Congress, Trom the Wan-
s Uy dliserien i Missoured, dnteoadueed o bill in the Hoose
of Representiatives Lo provide g territorial government to
prelgade all ol the Doz Territory. The approsition to U
Bill woas dleterminesd aod el omaninwns. The treaty
stipulation with the Five Tribes that theie Teeritor shonld
pever e ineloded within the Hmits of any Territory or
State, wis regarded as an impossible barrier to the proposed
lesrisBation, Lo Lhe following Congress, Lhe Dill was intro
duced by Mreo Van oo o] et with the same fates T
oo way aliseonraged, the bill was again propesed o e

Vorty-lirst Congress, lvorably considered by Uhe committee

on dnsdinn alliies, reported Lo the House, claborately dis
cissed, bl mo dinal aetion was taken. T wis more than
be vesrs after Defore any secions movement wis iniule
Locopen the comnitey o white setthanent, Capt, David L
Prone, attive of Diedisom, who wis aosoldier in the U nion
seenns, annd whe wies Lvniliae with the conntes, took upe the
Bk bl sond s 00 with s conriege Lhal Tew men puissess,
[l wans et lesder ol tie resthess population who were

secking wew bomwes on te pablic dommins. Capt, W L.



