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MABINOGION STUDIES.
By ALFRED NUTT.

L—BRANWEN, THE DAUGHTER OF LLYR.

BOOKS QUOTED.

Mih. The Mabinogion . . . translated with notes by Lady Charlotte Goest.
Lomdon, 1877.

Skewe.. The Four Ancient Books of Wales: 2 vels,  Fadinbuorgh, 1868,

Veatigrs, Vestiges of the Gael in Gwynedd, by the Hev, W, B, Jones (the
present Bishop of 8t David’s).  London, 1851,

Neanus, Fildas. Quooted from Schela’s edition, 1844,

Fenffroy, Tyaylio, Quoted from Schale's edition, 1851,

Stephens.  The Literature of the Kymry.,  Second edition.  Landon, 1876,

A RN, The Annals of the Four Masters, adited by John O'Dopovan, 7 vols.
Dnblin, 1851,

Keating., Qnoted from Hallidag's translation. Duoblin, 1811,

O Curry.  Lectures on the MS. materials of Aneient Irsh History. Dublin,
1861,

Eizardi.  Altdentsehe nnd Altnondisehe IHelden-Bagen. . iil.  Stoltgart,
1850, The Yolsnnga-Sagn {15} 18 quoted from this,

Ttasemang, e dentsehe Heldensnge ond fhre Heimat, Becond edition. 2 vole.
Hanover, 1863, The Thidrekssapa (¥ 5.8 is qooted from this.

The Nichelungen Lied (V.L.), the Niebelongen Noth (V) and Gudrwn are
quoted from Bartsch's last texcts; the Bdia fram Simrock’s last translation,

H HE statement of Lady Charlotte Guest that the Mabine-
gion contnined in the Red Dool of Iergest, aml
translated by her, * may be considered as forming two
distinet elasses, one of which generally eelebratos lieroes
of the Arlhuerian eyeles, while the olher refers to personages awd
events of an earlier period,” lins been aceepted by all subsequent
investigators ; amd the earlier elass,—which comprises the Mabinogion
of Pwyll, Prince of Dyfed; Dranwen, the daonglter of Llyr.
Manawyddan, the son of Llyr; Math, the sen of Mathonwy,—
YOL. V. B




2 MABINOGION STUDIES,

has been shown by Mr. Skene (1. A B, i pp. 201, &e.) to refer
not to Wales as the country of the Cymry but to the period when
Mona and Arvon were possessed by o Gwyddel population, the
legendary kings of which are the main nctors in these tales. There
i# substantial agreement as to the fet that a Gwyddel popalation did
at one time possess the whole of North Wales, whenee it was driven
in the fourth and fifth conturies by Conedida and his sous coming from
the nortl.  But whether the Cuneddian congnest represents an expul-
sion of invaders or the scisure by Cymrie tribes of land long held
previously by the Gael, and whether the traditions of Conedda were
the last echo of petual events, or the furm merely in whieh a long eon-
tinned ware of races is expressed, are still moot points,

The Bishop of 8t, David's, in his Vestiges of the Gael in Guynedd,
looks wpon the Gwyddel as the first wave of the Celtie invasion of
Britain.  The sueeceding Cymiry drove them into the nooks and
Fastucsses of the island, much as they themselves were driven thereto
later on by the Baxons,  The Gael, forced to abandon Lloegrin, took
refuge among the monntain retreats of Gwynedd, and thore preserved
their independenee until the fifth centory, when Coswallawn Low Hir,
whow the legend terms n grandson of Cunedda, finally established a
Cymrie rule over the whole of Gwynedd, and ended therchy o struggle
that lind lasted probably through the entire period of the Roman
oeenpation.  Long oven after these events the Gwyddel gave trouble
to their Cymrie rulers, and up to the vinth century there are (races of
fresh Cymrie immigration from Strathelyde and Cumbria.  This
eonfliet of races extending over centuries took the shape in the
medimeval chronicles of the invasion and conquest of Gwynedd by
Cunedda and Lis sous,

This theory is stated by Mr. Blene (L p, 44) “io run counter to
the real probabilities of the ease.” It {3 certainly opposed to tradition
from the days of Nennius to those of Iolo Morganwg, Mr. Bkene's
own views may be summarised somewhat as follows: Abont the
middle of the foorth eentury the Seots of Ireland began to nssail the
[oman provinee, on the soasts of which they mwade numerous settle-
mentg, more especially in Gwynedd and portions of Diyfed. Mean-
while the Tiets, swarming down from the highlands of Seotland, broke
in upon and ravaged the tracts between the walls, Ropelled in 368
by Theodosing, who had been sent from Home at the appeal of the
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prrovinee, they renewed their attack twenty years later, and met with
little resistance, ns Britain had been denuded of troops by Maximus,
Rome, appealed to a seeond time, sent a legion, and the barbarians
were forced to withdraw. But in 402 the legion was reealled ; fresh
attacks of the Dicts necessitated the dispateh of mere troops, who
were finally withdrawn by Constantive in 409, after which the proviues
was left to defend itself. Cunedda the Guledig withdrew finally
within the southern wall, and the Cymrie population, finding its ter-
ritory thus limited, turned against the Seottish (Gwyddel) invaders of
Gwyiedd and Dyfed, and drove them thenee after s stroggle which
lnsted the better part of o centory, In the meantime the Britons of
the north and north-east were contending under the leadership of
the Gulediz Ambrosing against Loth the Piefs and the Saxonz,
Awmbrosiug wag suceeeded as Guledig by Arthur, who in o series of
battles overcnme both Piets and Saxons, pud re-sstablished Cymrig
dominion over what is now Southern Seotland and Novthern England,
at about the same time that Caswallawn Law Hir had finally brought
Gwynedd under his power.  The northernmost portion of this distriet
he parcelled out, after the decisive victory of Mount Baden in 616,
pmong Urien, Llew, and Arawn. For o while Arthur had peaee,
but in 537 Maodred, the son of Llew, rebolled and marehed against
him at the head of nn army of Piets, Scots, and Saxons combined.
In the battle of Camlan, which ensued, Arthor fell.  He was cssen-
tinlly a Christian hero warring against the Pagans, whether Piets or
Saxons, and the rebellion of Modred may be looked npon as a relapso
of the Picts into Paganism. A Pagan power arese for a time in South
Seotland, but finally broke down when in 573 Maelgwyn (who lad
suceeeded Caswallawn Law Hir as ehieftain over Gwynedd) together
with Ryddereh Hael, King of Strathelyde, and Aedan, the Scottish
King of Dalriada, overthrew the Pagan Gwenddolew in the great
battle of Arderydd.

Mr. Bkene docs not of eonrse mean that this © should be accepted
ns literal history, but ns o legendary secount of events whiel lad
assumed that shape as early as the seventh century.” This, however,
is of little moment as far as the effect on subsequent tradition is
eoncerued, as the medipval annalists, if they had any such legendary
pecount before them, nndoubtedly aecepted it as listory.  And,
whether it be looked upon ns o record of faet or a reconsiraction of
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4 MARINOGION STUDIES.

tradition, Mr. Skene's theory rouses suspivion by its very comploteness
and finish. 1t scems seareely possible that such a eoberent narrative
should be constructed out of the buld and obscure jottings of con-
Hieting chronielers, and the fuller but even more ohseure poems of the
Welsh bards,  And Mr. Skene limself furnishes argoments against
it ; for, after stating, on p. 201, that the personages of the Mabinogi
are in the main legendary kings of the Gwyddel, whom, in ascordance
with Welsh tradition, he looks upon as intruders in Gwynedd, he
procecds immediately to show that many of them (notably Arawn and
Llew ) were conneeted with the North, and that Gwydion in partienlar
took o leading part in Modred's insurrection against Arthur,  Indeed,
“the cxaltation Gwydion gave the Drythou—the allinnece with the
speckled race of the Piets,” iz o prominent fenture in Mr, Bkene's
interpretation of the poems, Dot if the Dishop of 31, David's is
wrong awd the Welsh tradition right, if the Gwyddel were intriders
driven out of Gwynedd in the conrse of the G850 century by Cunedda
and lis deseendants, how come they to be nllied with the Piets of
South Seotland in 3377 They wust thoo have possessed, not Gwynedd
alone, but the gronter portion of Cumbeis, nad the suceess of Cos-
wollown must have been of a very slight noture.  This may well be;
but both suppositions run eounter to the reecived tradition ehampioned
by Mr. Bkene, and makes rather for the Bishop's views.

The mere statement of conflicting views is sufficient to show how
muny awd interesting are the pointz ot isswe, I is wot a little
surprising that wore light has not been sought from the Malanogion
themselves upon the nature of the Gwyddel popalation, whose mythie
tules they are presumed to be. But the Maobinogion have had the ill
fortime to be more studied a5 o means of depreeiating or exalting the
bardie pooms than on neeount of their own werits. A thoroughly
eritieal cilition of these tales, which should take into aceount the
inmmense progross made of late o the field of Celtiv research,® conld
not fail to elear up el that is still dealtfal in Welsh Literary history
and folk-belief.  The following shert notes may perhaps direet the
attention of more competent investigators to some points which seem
to have ezcaped due notice hithorto,

* Lady Charlotte Goest's editlon, sdudeabbe beyond all peaise ss it is, through
vo fanlt of emission or commission on her pavt, tut by the more tapee of time, i
in some woys ont of date,
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The Mabinogi of Branwen, danghter of Llyr, may be summarised na
follows 1 —

Branwen, danghter of Llyr aud sister to Bendigeid Vreau, erownad
king of the island of Dritain, exalted from the throne of London, was
wooed by Mathoelwel, king of Ireland. Bendigeid Vran learkened
fnvourably to Ius suit and bestowed her wpon him; but his Lalf-
brother Evnissyen, son of Enrosswydd (a man who would eanse strife
beiween iwo brothers when they were most at peaec), angry at his
gister having been bestowed without his eonsent, mutilated the borses
of Matholweh, who determived to return at once to Iveland in re-
venge for such an insult ; but Dendigeid Yran, sfter sending to him
two embassies, persuaded him by offer of full compensation to stay.
The ehief thing he offered was & eanldron the property of which was
that if any man be slain one day and cast therein the morrow he would
be as well as ever. Matholwel accepted the eompensation and told
the following tale coneerning the canldron: Hunting one day, he eame
to the Lake of the Cauldron, issuing whenee he behield a yellow-haived
man of vast size and horrid aspect, followed by a woman and bearing
a eauldron npon his shoulders. The woman, they said, was pregnant,
and her son would Le a warrior fully armed.  He took them with him
and had them with him, not grodgingly ; but they harassed the laml
and molested nobles and people so that le was bade choose between
the strangers and his dominions. He consulted his couneil, and had
o chamber made of iren, wherein the wman, the woman, and their
children, having been made drunk, were confined.  Every smith in
Ireland wos then ealled together, coals were heaped around the
chamber, and it was blown with bellows wntil it was red hot. The
man and the womon tarried until the iron plates were white, whou
they burst thromgh them and cseaped, but the ehildren were slain.
They afterwards emne to Dritain, where Bendigeid Vrean reeccived
them and dispersed them through every part of hiz dominions, and
they fortified the places where they were with men and arms of the
best that were ever scen,

Matholweh then set sail for Ireland with Branwen, and for & year
her time wos spent plessantly und in honour, and she bore a son
Gwern.  But in the seeond year the foster brother of Matholwel, dis-
satisfied with the eompensation offered him for the wrong done in
mutiluling his horses, eansed Dranwen to be driven from his elamber
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anil made cook for the eourt ; and every day the butcher eame and
gave bor o blow on the ear,  All commmnmication with Wales was hin-
deved that this e not knowny ot Branwen reared a starling and
tanght it to speak, nnd what manner of man her brother was, and she
sent it to Wales with a Tetter tied to its wing. The starling cmme and
alighted vpon Bendigeid Venn's shoulders mul roffled its wing. Ha
read the letter and learnt his sister’s woes. He took eounsel with
seven score and four countries, and resolved mpon invading Ireland
with a great host, leaving Dritain to the eharge of seven men, Corn-
dawe his son chief nmong them. The swincherds of Matholweh
beheld his fleet apposehing, and they took it for a wood, Dendigeid
Vran for o monntain, and hiz eyes for lakes, upon either side a lofty
ridge,  They asked Branwen what this might be; she told them, and
the warriors of Treland eounselled Matholweh that he should retreat
over ihe Linon ond break the bridges, for there was n loadstone in
the river which kept boats from erossing it. Dot Dendigeid Vrean Inid
himself neross the river, aml served as a bridge to his men. The Irish
then yielded, and, as o token of submission nnd as an honour to Ben-
digeid Vran, Imilt for him a house (hitherto none had been made that
was large enongh to hold him); but they planued nt the same time a
crafty deviee, placing brackets upon each side of the hundred piltars
which held up the roof, and a leather bag upon each bracket, and an
armed man in eaeh bag, But Fvnissyen aame first into the house and
seanned it with fierce amd angry locks, “ What iz in this bag?™
nsked he.  “ Meal,” said they ; wherenpon he felt about in the meal
unlil he eame to the man's head, and squeezed it until he felt his
fingers meet together in the beain, and o did he unto every man hid
in the bags. Therenpon the hosts entered the house and ponec was
strnek,  Bovereignty was given to Gwern, whom Bendigeid Vrean
ealled to im, and after him Nissyen his hali-lvother,  The boy went
to them eheerfully. * But wherefore comes he not to me 2" asked
Evnissyen, The boy went, and Tvnissyen, seizing lim, thrust him
Lendlong into the blazing fire. DBranwen leapt forward to save him,
bt her brother held her baek. A tomult arose, in which the Irish
had the advimtage, a5 they kindled o five nnder the eanldron of reno-
vation, and, easting their slain therein, brought them to life again.
Secing this; Lvaissyen hid himsell among the Trish dend, was thrown
into the canldron, stretehed limsell so that be beoke ity but buret his



