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DIVINE CONDUCT

OR
THE. MYSTERY {F PROVIDENCE.

T will ery unto God 3est ITish: unto God that per-
formeth all things for me.—Fearm Ivi. &

Tus greatness of God 13 a glorous and unscarch-
ahle mystery, *The Lonl most high i3 ternble ;
he ima great King over all the earth,™ Psal, xlvia, 2.
The condesconsion of the most high Ged 1o men
is also a profound mystery,  *Though the Lord
be high, yot hath he respect unto the lowly,”
Peal, exxxvii, 6. But when both these meot ‘to-
gether, as they do in this Seripton, they make up
a mafchless mystery.  Here we hind the most high
God performing all things for a poor distressed
creature, [t ia the pread support and solzee of the
saints in all the distresses ﬂ}lllt befall them here,
that there iz a wise Hpirit sitting in all the wheels
of motion, and goveening the most eccentric crea-
tures, and their most peeniciows designs, to blessed
and happy issues.  And, indeed, it were not worth
while to live in & world devoid of God and pro-
vidence,

How deeply we are concerned in this matter,
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4 DIVINE CONDUOT R

will appear by that great instance which this psalm
presents us with,

It was composed, as the title notes, by David
prayer-wise, when he hid himself fror S8auol in the
CAV ; un{] iz inecribed ‘r'i-'i!_h H ] ﬂnuhte ‘tiHn}, ,..Iﬂ
taschith Micltane of Dnvd,  A! faschith refers
to the scope, and Meeddamn 1o the dignity of the
aubject-matter,

The former signifies “ destray not,” or, let there be
no slanghter, and may vithee reler to Suul, con-
cerming whom he muve charge to his servants oot
to destroy ihlm, or mtha*r',it hatlt reference to God,
to 'l.ll.hr;nrrl, i this great eu,,.;-nnec, b poueed out h!H.
goul in this puthetical cpeulation, * A8 tasclath,
Desiroy not [

The latter [l'[|E'.. Mrchianm, significs a gﬂldeu or-
nament, and #0123 suited o the chojes and exeellent
matter ol the paulm, which much more deserves
such a title, than Pythagors's golden verses did,

Three things are remarkable in the former part
of the psalm, namely: 1, His exteme danger,
2, 1l earnest addresd o God in that extremity.
3, The arguments he pleads with God in that
address,

1. His extreme danger, expressed buth in the
tile amnd body of the psalm, The tile tells us,
this psalm was composed by him, when he hid
himsell from Saul, in the eave, Thiz eave was in
the wilderness of Enpedi, among the broken rocks,
where the wild-goats iuhalited, an obscure and de-
solate hole ; yet, even thither the sovy of Saul

ursued him, 1 Sam. xxiv. 1, 2. And now he,
that had been so long hunted as a partridge upon
the mountains, seems to be inclosed in the pet;
for the place was begint with his epemies, and
having, in this place, no outlet another way, and
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Saul himsell entering into the mouth of this cave,
in the sides and crocks whereof he and his men
lay hid, and saw Wim, judge to how great an ex-
tremity, and to what a desperate state things wers
now brought ; well might he say, as it is, ver. 4,
“ My soul 15 among lions, and 1 he even among
them that are set on fire,” What hope now re-
mained T what bet immediate destroction could be
ed 1

2. Yet thms frights him not out of his faith and
duty, but between the jaws of death he proys, and
earncstly addecsses himselt to Ged for merey :
“ Be merciful anto me, O God, be werciful unio
me,” ver. 1. 'T'his excellent psalm was composed
by him when there was enough 10 discompose the
bost man i the world,  The repetition denotes
both the extremity of the danger, and the ardency
of the supph-:ant Merey, mocrev | nathing  but
merey, and that exerting itaeli in an extruordinary
WY, CATI NOW sye him from ruin.

4. Thearguments he pleads for ohtaining mercy,
in this distress, are very considerable,

(1.) Ile pleads his reliance upon Goil as an ar-

ment to move mercy; “ Be merciful unto me,

(zod, be mercifil unto me; for my soul trusteth
in thee; yeu, in the shadow of thy wings will [
make my refuge, until these calamities be over-
past,” ver, 1, This his trust aond dependence on
God, though it be not argumentative i respect of
the dignity of the act, yet is so in respect both
of the nature of the object, a compassionate (vod,
who will pot EXpose any that toke shelter under
his wings; and in n'spu:l of the promise, whenchy
protection is assured to them that fly to him for
sanctuory ; * Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace,
whose mind s stayed on thes, because he trusteth
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in thee,” Tsa, xxvi. 8, Thua he cocourages him-
geli” from the consideration of that God to whom
he betitkes himsell,

(2.) He pleads former expenences of his help,
in past distresses, as on argoment, eneournging
hope under the prosent strit.  #1 will ery unto
God mnst high: wnto God that performeth all
things for ma,” ver. 2. 1o which wonds, [ shall
consider two things, 1. The doty resolved urun
2, The encouragement to that resolution, 1.
duty resolved wpon: “I will ery unto ’E‘m& "
Crying unto God 38 an expression thal doth not
only dencte prayer, but intense and lervent prayer,
To ery i3 to pray in a holy passion; and such
n e uﬂuﬂ!h.-' spocding prayers, Pual, avid, 6, ond Heb,
v. 7. 2 The voeoumpements ta this r&;tn_rlui:{m;
aril thesa wre two-fold, (1.} Objective, taken from
the sovereiznty of God. {E} Buljective, taken
from the experience he had of hiz providence,
(1.) The sovereignty of God: 1 will cry unto
God most high” Upon rthis he acts his faith in
extremity of danger,  Saul is high, ut God the
st hlgh and, without his peemission, he s
assured Saol capnot touch lnm,  He had oone to
helps amd 1f he had, he koew (3ol must fiest help
the helpers, or they cannot help him. e had no
means of defence or escape before him, but the
Most High is not limited by means, This iz a
singular prop to faith, Psal. Tix. 8, (2.) The ex-
perience of his providence hitherto: *Unto God
that performeth all things for me” The word
which we teanslate performeti, comes (rom a root,
that signifies both to perfect, and to desist, or cense,
For when a business js porformed and perfected,
the agent then ceases and desists from working ;
he puts to the last haond, when he finishes the
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work, To sech o happy issue the Lord hath
brought all his dosbtful and difficalt matters be-
fore ; and this givea him encouragement, that he
will still be gracious, and perfect that which con.
eerncth him now, as he speaks: ““The Lord will
perfect that which concerncth me,"” Psal, cxxxviii,
B. The Septungint randers i, “ wha profiteth, or
benefitteth ma.”  And it is acertain truth, thot all
the results and 1ssues of Providence are profitable
and bepeficial to the saimta, But the supplement
in our translation well roeeives the importanee of
the |:|Eu:e, Howhin ]'H_urﬁ;nmrﬂ: nll lhirlg'a,” and .
volves the most strict and proper notion of ’rovi-
dence, which is nothing else but the perfurmance
of God's gracious purpases and promizes to his
Pnnpll’.:, And theretore Vammblus apd Migs K[t
ply aml fll up the room, which the conciseness of
the original leaves, thus, 1 will ery unte God
most high: unte God that pr-rl'urrrn_ih the things
which be hath promised.” TPaymeot is the per.
formunee of promises,  Grace makes the promise,
and providence the pyment.

Piscator fills it with, * Unto God thai perlormeth
hiz kindness and mercy,” But still # supposes the
merey performed to be eontained in the promise.
Mercy is aweal jin the promise, and much more so
i the providentiel performance of it to us.

Castalio’s supplement comes nearer to ours: &
will Cry unto God most Iﬁgh, unta God the trns-
astor of my affairs,”

But our English, making out the sense by a
universel particle, is most fully agreeable to the
scope of the text. lor it caonat but be a gl
encouragement to his faith, thai God hoath tmps-
acted il things, or peri‘]rmﬂi all things for him,
This Providenoe, that never failed him in any of



