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Introductory Note

The "Farmers’ Register” was a monthly magazine of 64 pages, edited
and published by Edmund Ruffin from June, 1833, to December, 1842, It
was the second agricultural periodical published inm Virginla. The first
was the "Virginia Farmer,” edited and published by Theodorick McRobert
al SBeottsville* A short time after the asdvent of the Heglster, the “Vir-
ginia Farmer” ceased publication. Mr. Ruffin published his magazine under
many difffculties. Although he had acquired a competence from farming
ag the result of the most patient investigation and most efficlent manage-
ment of the ancestral estate at Coggin's Point for the preceding twenty
yvears, yet he had to overcome a strong popular prejudice against “book
farming.” Correspomdents who were willing to write to him of farming
conditions in other partz of the State were few, and could not be depended
upon to write regularly. It was necessary therefore for him to prepare
many of the papers in the Register himself, and sign them with Initials
that would not disclose the identity of the writer. In the N. F, Cabell
manuzcripts relating te agriculture in Virginia (now in the Virginia State
Library). there §s a list of all the anonymous awthers in the tem veolumes
of the Register. This list was compiled by Mr. Ruffin at the reguest of
Mr. Cabell. By meaps of this list, T have been able, in preparing this
analysls, to determine the authors’ names of nearly all the unsigned or
anonymously eigned articies, Mr. Cabell remarks that the large number
of papers he found that Mr. Rufin bad written, and which no one bad sus-
pected were from his pen, was a distinet revelation to him. In addition to
original contributions by himeelf and other Southern eorrespondents, he
reprinted, oceasionally, selected articles from American, British, apd French
agricultural journals,

In preparing this analysls, I have included references only to original
contributiong and to reprinted papers from southerm periodicals,

The publisher made no money from the Register. He had undertalken
it with no thought of pecuniary profit, but hoped that it would at least
pay expenses. In order to be Independent, he refused all advertisements,
and would not use hiz editorial columns for "puffing” commercial projects
which he knew to be dizshonest. He eschewed all reference to politicz umtil
the volumes {ssued in 1841 and 1842, The intolerable burdens of the state
banking zystem ag then administered, he could bear no longer without gome
remonstrance. He spoke plainly and incisively. To his attitude at this
time may be due the loss of some of the patromage of the Register, which
he abandoned in Ddecember, 1842,

The “Farmers’ Register” in its ten volumes (s one of the most author-
ltative spurces we have for the study of agricultural and other economic
questions of the antebellum peried in Virginla. And yet most students
and writers have entirely neglected it, preferring to examine and quote
the superficial and blassed accounts of travelers in Virginia, and the par-
tisan mis-statements of political speakers and newspaper editors. Mr.
Huffin was;a hater of lgnorance, of pretense, of self-satizsfaction, whether
displaved it the Virginia farmer who refused to acknowledge that farming
could be written about, or in the northern agltator who belleved that all
economle lls of Virginia could be traced to slavery, These charactoristics,
coupled with his deep suspicion of profesziomal politiciamse both north and
sgouth, give the Register o marked Individuailty.

When only 18 years of age, in 1812, he began hls career as a l:nrmar.
A copy of John Tayler’s “Arator” falling into his bands, he determined to
apply some of the princlples therein taught, to the development of his

*Sese note on “The Virginia Farmer” by Alfred Morrison In the “William
and Mary College Quarteriy,™ v, 21, p. 173 No copiesa of “The Virginia
Farmer” are known o be extant Several numbera were issued, but how
many I8 not Known.




