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PREFACE.

CustoMm, which is as arbitrary as fashion, renders it
necessary that this volume should be prefaced by the
author,

This history is presented with the hope that it may
impart useful knowledge regarding the life of the greatest
monetary establishment in the world —something mea-
gerly and imperfectly understood.

The chiel merit claimed for this work is that of its
being an cxtensive collection of facts connected with the
history of the Bank of England, and of its foundation,
rise and working and general management. Other sub-
jects germane to banking and the Bank of England are
touched upon. Every known source of information has
been consulted, and in collecting and arranging the facts
for the first complete history of the Bank of England
only matters of interest and value have been treated, al-
thouph we have in hand and have had the beneft of
material extending over many centuries.

A rich store of knowledge may be obtained from
books, but there are two entirely opposite methods of
giving knowledge. The first is that which enters into
extensive detail, and repels and confuses the average
reader with scientific phraseology, meaningless tables and
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figures, and verbose description. The second is that
which seeks, by simplicity and conciseness, to make
knowledge attractive, entertaining and instructive. The
latter is the method adopted in this volume. The aim has
been to explain and elucidate all matters of real interest
connected with the bank and its history.

We wish in this connection to thank several officials
and employees of the Bank of England for courtesics
extended, and also for placing at our disposal all informa-

tion desired.
THE AUTHOR.

Cricaco, 1., December 1, 1838,
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