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PREFACE

I vaAvE been writing books for five-and-
twenty years, novels of which 1 believe
myself to be the author, in spite of the
fact that I have been assured over and over
again that they are not my own work.
When I have on several occasions ventured
to claim them, I have seldom been believed,
which seems the more odd as, when others
have claimed them, they have been believed
at once. Before [ put my name to them
they were invariably considered to be, and
reviewed z2s, the work of 2 man: and for
years after | had put my name to them
various men have been mentioned to me as
the real author,

I remember once, when 1 was very young

and shy, how at one of my first London
9 2



