TEAOU-SHIN: A
DRAMA FROM THE
CHINESE, IN FIVE ACTS



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649327454

Teaou-Shin: A Drama from the Chinese, in Five Acts by Robert Alexander

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



ROBERT ALEXANDER

TEAOU-SHIN: A
DRAMA FROM THE
CHINESE, IN FIVE ACTS

ﬁTrieste






W

,% TEAOU-SHIN.

A Drama from the Chinese.

IN FIVE ACTH. -

LONDON :

RANKEN AND COMPANY,
DRURY HOUSE, ST. MARY-LE-STRAND.
1869,

[ALL RIGHTS RESER¥ED.]

-



2_3Hﬂ7.7

e'}:f S e i ,"R‘

BAEVAAD COLLEGE LIBRARY

FHGH
# THE BLQUEST OF

EVERT_JANSEN WENDELL
Yaid

¥




A%

PREFACE.

THE main plot, the principal characters, and some of the
scenes of the following drame have been taken from a popular
Chinese work called “ The History of the Three States,” and
those who may be curicus te know to what extent the
original has been departed from, are reforred to Onee & Week
for May, 1861 (No. 100), which ocontains a free translation
by the author of that portion of the Chiness work from which
the incidents have Been drawn which constifute the leading
featurea of the piece.

The period of the play being antecedent to the Tartar
conquest, the costume properly belonging to it would be the
rich flowing robes always employsd by the Chinese them-
selves in their dramatic representations; and the range for
selection is so great, that everything grotesque or unbecom-
ing might be dispensed with, without a single essential
characteristic being secrificed. This is important, for were
it not so, it would be very difficult to place a Chinese
play upon o Eumpann stage in any other form than a
burleague.



BTORY OF THE PLAY.

Wara-wan, an Imperial Councillor and Minigter of Btate, is fillad
with a patriotic desire to resous the Empire and its young Emperor from
the hands of a brutal and unscrupulous adventurer, Tung-chow, who
after & long pariod of oivil war, has usurpsd suprems authority, r]m:i
himself at tﬁ head of the Government as Hegont, and is now secretly
siming at the destruotion of the child-Emperor and his cwn recognition
i:llmh.il . Wang-wan iaﬁmd tegm fonrs for his own :f.fe. 3

L) i are intenifia rant pausing ome of the
members ufm to be ortie be!:xawte : i

Puzzled how to act, he at last finds the means of effeating his p 58
through the proffered aid of & beantiful girl—Teaon-shin—who had been
resgned from death by him us o babe, and brought up amongst his wife’s
attendants. Temou-ahin it romantic and enthustastio ; he sees that she
is beautiful, and detormines npen malking her beauty the instroment of
the tyrant's destruction. Having made her swear to carry out his
ﬁ&h%ufﬂlde hia t;:hcr. Lalt is thint:h: M.

chow has an son, Lew-poo [ er-in-chiaf o

the army and ita idel, whe forme the ):uaj.n»prup of his power. Doth
Tung-chow and Lew-peo are slaves to beauty. Wang-wan is to offer
Teaou-shin, whom he salls his daughter, in marviage to Lew-poo, and
before the arran nts for the wed can be ormpleted, to ‘give her
—mno longer his daughter—as a glave to Tung-shew ; whilst she,
ing bo:irartl ie 80 to manage matters as 1o creete and toeter the most
bitter &anﬁllﬁ animosity between them.
The trap is duly baited and set. Law-poo becomes madly in love with
Tesou-shin, ard she returns his lovs with romantic ardonr. She is his
affinnced bride wheo Tang-ohow casts his mmorous. glances upon her;
she is given to him by Wang-wan, and, in ignorance of what has pre-
vigusly oeourred, he takes her to his palece and places her amengst his
singing-girla. Lew-poo hears of this, and the insult js too deadly to be
berne even by & son.

‘Wang-wan, who manages to keep Lew-poo in the beliaf that Teaou-
ghin is his ﬂlﬁhter, foments the deadly feud which has sprang up
betwoen him his father, and induces him to juin in w unmpn:ﬁy
against him. The result is the death of Tung-chow, but Teaou-shiu falls
a viotim to Wang-wan's treachery, for she atabs herself at the very
moment that the arrivel of her lover would have rescued hor from the
tyrant'a power. Bhe dies in his armes, and he drives Wang-wan from
him in horvor on discovering how cruelly be has been deceived.

The sevaral events of the play ave supposed to take place in or mear
?lnki.ng. and the tima cooupied by them to extend over six conseoutive

Ly8.



DRAMATIS PERBONJE.

TuRe-cmow, the Hegent, who bas ururped the supreme power, and aime

at the Tmperial throne.
Waxo-waw, a member of the Jmperial Council,
Lzw-poo, Commander-in-Chief of the Inupericl Army, and Tung-chow’s

adopted Son.
Leg-a00, ¢ General of Cavaly.
Ho-cuire, servant to Wang-wan.

Captain of Guard, SBeldiers, Bailors, Bervants, a Bouze, & Cripple,
e Citizen, &o.
Mux-wea, wife o Wang-toan.
Tes0U-BEIN, G foundling, adopied tn Wang-wan's kowsekold.
A-1IKE, servant to Min-1wha.
Daneing Girle, Atterdunts, &v.
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TEAOU-SHIN.

AOT L

Bee¥E L—Interior of WAve-wan's palace af Nanking, A richly-

decorated inner room.

Muw-wHA enfers and sils down of an embdrofdery frome. She hus
scarcely done g0 when WANG-WAN enders and throwor Ainelf intu o
chair, as if overcome by faligue.

Mun-whe. My lord, so soon returned !
Wang-wan (absently). 8o soon returned !

Ysit so soon? It meemed a life to me,

A long, long life—but, ah [ T do forget—

8o soon returned, did’st ask ¥ Aye, why, indeed !

I have returned,—anocther time, perchance,

I may not do so.
Mun. Husband ! not return !
Wang. I did but jest, good wife. We do not now,

Since wa have backward rolled the tide of war,

ich surged in engry waves around the throne,

Carousa 80 deap. Tung-chow no lenger nesds,

To cheer his spirit or to calm his foars,

That he should steep his gloomy soul in wine.

Mun, But if Tung-chow he sobered by success

I see not why suceess should make thee sad.

But art thou ill ? thou tremblest,

Wang. (wildfy) 'T'is nothing ;

"Tis nothing, my wife. An uglydmaﬁn—g

An ugly waking dream, in which I saw—

Ye gods! ye gods! I eee it even now.

R, Tﬁmt dost thou see that thou dost fix thy gaze

In such a look of horror? Bpeak ! oh speak!

Wang. (recovering himselfy It is no dream. Oh would it

T -oho:em a dresm |

ung rales, the young Emy is in his hands

And the good G]::a.ng-wan 1% l:'lemi. '
Mun. Chang-wan dead !

ang-
The Emperor’s most true and faithful servant |
Dead! when ? where ?
Wang. He sat and feasted with us,
Tung-ohow, coarse, brutal monster that he is,
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In his most jovial mood, when Lew-poo came
And whis in his ear. * What! " shouted he,
‘* Has it then come 1o this? Dared he speak thus ?
Seize him at onoe and take him from the hall.”
Chanmm wea carried out, and a8 we sat,
%Faec fless and pale, a head was brought—

pon a dish it was—oh ! ghestly sight!
And placed before the tyrant, he langhed,
A hideons laugh, and bade us heve no fear
Because & traitor had been justly doomed.
Tung-chow and justice [ epirits of the pest
Look dewn with pity on the race of Han.

Mun. Oh, it is terrible ; but why submit 7
Were yo mere sheop, yo could not be more tame.
I would T were & man |

Wang. Hugh I woman, hush!
Beware of idle words. We are so weak,
And he, base coward that he is, so etrong.
The war-tried legions now fight on his side,
For Lew-poo is hie son, and well he knew
That when he took their idol for his heir,
He soon would hold the empire in his grasp.
And g0 the monster rules, spending his time
In low, licentions pleasures. Yes, he rules,
‘Whilst T, a Minister of 8tate forscoth
Mrust tremble in his presance.

HHun, I would not.

Wang. Ah, patience ! petience, we must pray the goda
And they will fnelp 18, But enongh of this,
In times like thess, Mun-wha, men’s unsaid thoughts
May lose the heads which breed them. Patience, good wife;
A little waiting and the time may corme
For retribution ; and eome it goon or late, -
The Minister, Wang-wan, will not be wanting.
I hear the spirit of Chang-wan ory vengeanoe |
Patience, good spirit; thou ghalt be avenged.

'Tis Wang-wan swears it.
Mun. And when the ﬁgdht time comes
Thy wife will ehare ita perils. Now, my lord,

If I may dare advise, banish these thoughta
And ssek in sleep awhile the rest and strength
Thor must go greatly need.

Wiang. Blesp, my good wife!
T for the young, with sleep, to {am& fare.
Would I could sleep! but my dim nﬁad ayes
Refuse to olose on sorrow. If they did,

They’d not shut out, alas ! the bloody svene




