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THE CALL TO BE A PREACHER
“Separated unto the Gospel of God"

LECTURE - ONE






THE PREACHER:
His Life and Work

THE CALL TO BE A PREACHER
“Separated unto the Gospel of God”

Ix the course of these lectures I am to
speak on the general theme of * The
Preacher: his life and work.” There is
little or no mneed of introduction. The
only prefatory word U wish to offer is this.
I have been in the Christian ministry for
over twenty years., I love my calling, I
have a glowing delight in its services. I
am conscious of no distractions in the shape
of any competitors for my strength and
allegiance. I have had but one passion,
and I have lived for it—the absorbingly
arduous yet glorious work of proclaiming
the grace and love of our Lord and Saviour

[9]



TH PREACHER: HIS LIFE AND WORK

Jesus Christ. I stand before you, there-
fore, as a fellow-labourer, who has been
over a certain part of the field, and my sim-
ple purpose is to dip into the pool of my
experiences, to record certain practical
Judgments and discoveries, and to offer
counsels and warnings which have been
Lorn out of my own successes and defeats.

I assume that I am speaking to men who
are looking upon the field from the stand-
point of the circumference, who are con-
templating the work of the ministry, who
are now disciplining their powers, prepar-
ing their instruments, and generally ar-
ranging their plans for a journey over
what is to them a yet untravelled country.
I have been over some of the roads, and I
want to tell yvou some of the thmgs which
1 have found.

I

To-day I am to speak on the Preacher’s
call and mission. It is of momentous im-
portance how a man enters the ministry.

[10]



