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PREFACE.

Wirre tho nome of Esata thot of hia firet hig her, the late Lond
Houghton, must always justly romain usomiabeimﬁut while the aym-
pathotic charm of Lord Houglbton'a work will keep it Tresh, 83 & rec-
obd of the poet's 10 it ean no lenger he sald o be pufficient.  Bines
the revised edition of the Lifs and Fotfers appeared in 1867, other
students and lovera of Keats hava been busy, ond much new infor.
mation concerning him baen brouwght 1o light, while of the old infor-
mation #ome had beow proved miztuken.  No coonceted asccount of
Eenta'a Life atd work, in aceorduwiace witl the present stato of knowl-
edge, exlats, and I have been asked to contribule such ab necount to
the peesent geries, I eegred thnk lock of atcebztlh and lolsure hag a0
long delayed the exemtion of the task entrusted to me, The chief
anthorities amd printed texts which F have congulted (hesides the
orizinal editions of the Poema) are the following :

1. Lord Byron and some of Lbis Coobemporaried. By Leloh Hant.
London, 1538,

8. The Life of Pevey Hrpahe Shelley. By Themos Medwin, 2
vols., London, 1347.

&, Life, Lettars, and Literacy Hamaios of John Eeta, Edited by
Richard Moockion Miloes. 2 vele., Loodon, 1348,

4. Life of Benjamin Robert Moydon, Ediked and olmpiled by
Tom Tayler, Hecand Bdition, 3 vely,, London, 1853,

B. The Aotobiography of Leigh Hont, with Reminiseenoes of
Frieods and Um:ltempuram.eﬂ ] 1b'l:lgln..,, Londor, 1850,

6. Tha Poetical Works of John Keats, With 8 Memeir by Rich-
urd Moockton Miloes, Loudon, 1354,

7. The Autobiography of Leigh Hunt. [Revisel adition, edited
by Thomton Hunt.] Londen, 188

&, The Vielsaltizdes of Eeata’s Fame ran artiole by Joseph Bevern
in the Adtfentis Monthly Magesine for 1368 (vol. xb, p. 401}

#. The Life and Lettera of Joho Keats, B_'r rd Hougliton.
Kaw Edition, London, 1887,

10. Recolleetiona of Juhn Eeats @ an articlo by Charlea Cowden
Clarke in the Genteman’s Magazine for 1674 (N5, vol. xil., p. 1772
Afterwards reprinted with medifications in Regollections of H-"fr'ltn‘:l'ﬂ,
by Charles and Mary Cowden Clarke, London, 1878,
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11. The Papera of a Critie.  Selected from the wrilinge of the
late Charles Wentworth Dilke, With a biograplhlesl notice by Ble
Charles Wentworth Dlike, Burt., M.F. 2 vola., London, 1876,

12, Benjamin Robert Havdon s {Jmﬂﬁnmﬂenﬁa and Tuhle.-Talic.
With & Memaoir by Frederic Wordsworch Haydon, 2 wals, London,
1876,

18, Tha Poetical Works of Jolin Eeats, chronologically arranged
and edited, with o metnolr, by Lotd Heagliton [Abdine ediclon of the
British Poeta]. Loridon, 1876,

14. Letters of Jobhn Keats to Fanny Hrawne, with Introdustion
and Notes by Harry Buzton Forman,  London, 1878,

A bingrapher cannot inore theee letiera now that they nre pub-
liched ; but thair publication muet e regretted by oll who hold that
buman respect and delicaer mca due to E:; dead we lesa thoo to the
living, and 4o geniad o lees that to obacurity.

15 The Poetical Wocks and other Wotlnga of Jolin Eeata, Ead-
ited, with notes and appendices, by Hacry Buzton Forman, 4 vola,,
Loudon, 1688,

T thia edition, besldea the texta roprinted from the first editions,
a1l the genuine fatters ond addicieual poeme poblished in 8, 6, 2, 13,
and 14 of the above are broughi topether, as well ne most of the
hiugru.phlca.l noliced contuined In 3, 2, 4, 5, 7, 10, and 12; alao &
merica of proviously unpnblished jetters of Keats to hia sinter ; with
& grewt smodnt of valugble Waatrative snd crition] meterial besides,
Exeept for o few ervovs, which 1 shall have oecosion to peint cut,
Mr, Forroan's work. might for lhe purpose of the student be finaf,
and I have necessarily been indabtsd bo it sk every turn. '

18, The Lettera snd Poame of Joho Eents.  Edited by Joba Gil-
mer Speed, 8 wola, Now York, 1883,

17. The Popetical Works of John Eeata, Edited by Willlam T.
Amold.  Londen, 16884,

The Intreduction to thia edition contsina the only attempt with
which I am acqualnted st an analysls of the formel elements of
Ecata's style.

18, An Manlopien Poet — John Keata: an articla by Dr. B. WL
Richardson in the Asclepiad for 1884 (voli., . 134)

19. Notices and correspondesce cotcerning Keats whiel: have ap-
peared at intorvals durdng a pumber of years in the Athenawm,

Ia addition to printed materiala I hove mada use of the following
umprinted, ¥iz :

1. Hovaazox MBH, Uoder this tithe I rafar to the contents of an
album from the libracy at Frysion Hull, In which the late Lord
Houghton boond up a quantity of the makerinla be hed veed o the
preparation of the Life and Lefiers, aa well a3 of correspondence cun-
cerning Keats addreseed to him both before and after the publication
of his book. The chief contents are the manusoript memoir of Keats
by Obarles Brown, which was offored by the writer in vain to Felig-
noni, and I believe other poblishers; transcripts by the same hand
uf & few of Kents's poems ; reminiscences or briel memobvs of the
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poet by his friends Charles Cowden {larke (the fret dealt of the
paper above cited 25 No, 10), Heary Breplens, George Felton Matthew,
Joseph Bevern, and Benjamin Balley ; together with levters from all
the above, from John Hamilion Reynolds, and severs]l others, For
the usa of thia cotlection, without which my werk muost have been at-
tempied to litile porpose, I am indebted to the kindness of its owner,
the prassnt Lord Houghton,

1. Woormomae MHZ A, A common-plaes book, in which Richard
Woodbouse, the friend of Keats and of bia pobllshers, Messra, Taykor
& Hespey, transcribed — a2 would appear from internal evidencs,
nhoot midsummer 1819—ihe chief part of Keata’s poems at that
date unpublished. The transcripts are in many casss made from
early drafta of the poers ; somo contain gaps which Woodbouse haa
fiiled op in pencil from Iater drafee, to otlars are added correotions,
or supgestiona fou correctlons, some Tade In the hand of Mr. Taylor
and soma in that of Keats himself.

IIL. Woupnouaw MSS B, A oote-bouk in whith the same Wood.
liouse baa copied—cvidently for Mr. Toyior, at the Llime whet that
gentleman woag maditating o biographiy of tha poct—a number of
lettera addressed by Keats to Mr, Taylor hlmself, to the tranagriber,
to Re and hig giztera to Riee and Balley. Thres or fpur of
thesa latters, ag well ag portions of a few others, are onpublished.

Baoth the volomes last named werg formerly the property of Mrs,
Taglor, the widow of the publisher, and arm now my own. A thind
manaseript Foloma by Woodbouse, containing personal nothees and
mecollections of Keats, wan aoluckily destroyed in the fire at Mesars.
Kégan Frul & Co'a premlsca in 1883, A copy of Audymion, aong-
tated by the same band, has been wsed by Mr. Forman in his edition

above, No, 15

{ I'i'.ehl:n:u}'ﬂﬂﬂ. Tie papers and correapondence left by the hia
Joseph Bevern, containing materiale for whas should ba s valuebls
biogruphy, hare been pot into the hemle of Me. Willlara Sharp, to ba
edited and publiahed 2¢ hig diserction.  In the meantime Mr. Sharp
has been s kind aa to let me have apeess to mach parta of them ax
rolata to Keats, The moet important single piece, an assay on
“Tha Vicizsitudas of Keata's Fame," has Leen printed slresdy in
the Ataontic Monthly (mbove, Ko. 8), but in the emaicder I have
found many intarutfng dalails, particulurly concerning Keats's voy-
age to Italy and life at Rome.

V. Rawlings v, Jeuningr. When Eeats's maternal grandfother,
Mr. John Jeoninga, died {on 1808, learing property exceeding the
nroount of tha specific bequests ynder his will, it was thooght nesss-
pary that bis estate should be sdmintatered by the Court of Chancery,
and with that intent & friendly suit was brooght in the namas of Lis
danghter and her second husbond (Fosnces Jeon m. 1st Thomas
Heats and 2d William Rawliogs) agninst her mother and brother,
who were the exeontors, ‘The proceedings in this soit see referrad to
under the ahove titte. They are complicated and voluminous, ex-
tendiing over a period of twenty years, and my best thanks are dus
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to Mr, Ralph Thomes, of 27 Chancery Lane, for his friendly poins in
gearching through snd making abatroots of them,

For help and information, besidea what hez been above aoknowl.
edged, I am indebted firet and foremoet to my friend and colleagna,
Mr, Hichard Garnett; and nert to the poet's surviving sister,
Lisncs ; to Bir Chorlea Dilke, who lent me the chiel part of hia valu-
sbla sollection of Keats's books and pupecs (already well turned to
neeount by Mr. Fﬂrmau{: to Dr. B. W, Richarddon aud ths Rer. I .
R Hoddoe, (Hber iveldental obdigatlons will be Found scknowl-
edged in the footuoiea.

Among essays on and reviews of Kaata's work I need only refer
in particular o that by the late Mre ¥, M. Owen (Keats : 4 Bwudy,
London, 1876). In its main outlines, theugh not in detaiie, 1
and have followed thin lady's intarpratotion of Erdymion. For
rest gvery critio of Medarn Euglish puctry 19 of necessity a eritio of
EKenta, r{ha earliest, Leigh Hunt, waa oue of she best; aod to name
ouly & few among the living—whern Me Matthen Aroold, Mr. Bwin-
burne, M. Lumu]f Mr. Palgrave, Me, W, M, Rosactdi, Mr. W. 1. Seuit,
HMr. Roden Koel, Me, Theodore Weatts, hinve gone before, for one whe
Tollowa to be teath original and jual is not eery. In the following
peges | have not attemptad to avoid saying over amain much that in
subatanea has baen paid already, sod dmh’rﬁm battér, by others) hy
Mr. Matthew Arnold abd Mr. Folprave eepectably. I doubb mot bul
they will forgive me; sod et the same time 1 hope to heve contrib-
ated sotmething of my own towords & fuller mderstanding both of
Hesis's axt and life.




