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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE.

Carl ArxoLp Kokrow, the author of this unique
pocm—which may almolt be fid to form 2 genus by
itfelf—was hormn at Mihlheim in 1745, and died as
Phyfician, at Bochum, 2 {mall town in WeRphalia,
in 1824, in the eightieth year of his age. IF we knew
the patticalars of kis Life, we tnight perhape find in
him an anfwer to Solomon®s quellion in regard to
laughter: * What doeth it 7™ namely, It prolongeth
man's days.

The Febfad enloys a great and peneral populatity
in Its native country,® and iz, of courle, a particular

* In Marpgraff's Hoele—treafury of {ferman dusmer occon
the following :—

#The Fobfad firt appeared anonymoufly in 1734, and
has now reichad it Tenth Edition, [of feveral thoufand
copies each] which may well be rogarded gs & proaf of the
power of thin jolly book to ftand the telk of tme, A book
mey attain to feveral editions in fwlft focesffion, and then
afeer all be fddenly forgotten or mo more tead ; but when,
after half a century, new editions of & book ace [i3]) called

(v} .



il Tranfdatar's Preface.

favorite of fudents, feveral of whom the tranilator has
heard recite paMages from it—" pompoully (guaring
the circle deferibed by the wrinkle zound the mouth,”™
as Jean Paul fays of Schoppe—with excecding rich-
nefs of comic =feék. Perhaps, indeed, to be perfelily

for and pafi oot of print agsin,—this is certainly o proof of
ity having & kemnel of national and lefting vitality. The
Fobfad ower the pepularity which it fill comtinues to find
as well to i draftic drollery in the invention and manage-
ment of charafers and ftuations; and their cthico-hiftorical
ingereft, a3 to the clientiftance, that pedantry, with it in-
sueerable abfurdite, [which, indeed, fargy the muadn objel
of this comic poem) bay nok even ba this daoy dicd out in
Germany, and will hardly ever die out, though e (heeld
from time ro Bme affume different forme. The treatment
betrayw an original o cemive and & nedve drcllery fuch as
are at this dey feldom fonad ; nay, the comic riles fome-
tiznes even to hatior, Infofar a3 we may megasd it as one of
the peculiarities of hoemor, that the Poet toles aboot the
world, which he feea ar hie feet, with fovereign caprices, with
an ideal whimbcality, that never faffers itfelf ta be degra-
ded, by the follics oo which [t exercifes its perfiflage, to the
level of hypochondriacal meosdinefd or @ fchoolmaliter-like
pedantry. . + . + . The Fobfiad owes a great part
of ixs effelt ro the peculiar doggerel, finee become cypical,
managed by him with the malk riotons extravagance of
whimly, and yet at the fume time with the fure hand of a
maiter, which Kﬁtum, with bappy hit, himfell originally
created for his epic,™
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enjoyed and appreciated, fuch a produftion thould be
heard as read by fomo onc who has the kil and fpint
to pive it the proper tone and tnuang, or, perhaps, it
might advantageonily be accompanied with a feale
of mufical and sqfal intonation.

By way of giving the rcader all the belp the cale
feems to admit, in the ablence of the defiderars juill
referred to, the tranflator will add a few remarks io
refpeft to thyme and thythm,

It will be obferved, as one of the commoncl re-
quirements in making out the meafure and {ecuring
the comic efeft, that all forts of liberties are taken,
for inftance, with accent. Thus, for the fake of thyme,
fuch words as Barma, Turkey, Father, and many
others, have the Rrefs transferzed to the laft (yllable;
and fo, too, frequently, contrary, meceffary, will [ome-
times heve the emphafis thrown on the laft fyllable
but one.—Equal licence is allowed in fpelling, Swoakia
iz fpelt Savalby to rhyme with baby. Natvre i Dpelt
MNarur to rhyme with Sewader. The final g is repeat-
edly cut off from participles, ‘Thus fpinwing becomes
Jpinnin' for the fake of making it rhyme with nemen.
—But the reader’s Yanker {enie will do juftice to all
thele things as he goes along, and pradtice will beget
fmoothnefs, the rough guality being pmdually wom
off by the friftion and heat of & rapid movement.



