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Baiking of Columbus,

CLIAPTER L
THE DISCOVERY.

The Novthinen.—Columbus,— Vespreci—The Cabots.
— Panre de  Faoon.—Verrazanl.— Groimez.—Oardier,
— e dotei—Ribaull.—robishor, — Dhrake. — il-
bert.

It bas been believed by many that Ameries wis not
unkmown to the ancients ; nnd frowm ¢orlain passiged in
the works of seme of the writers of antiquity, as wel] as
frotn the coincilences in the lanpuapes and customs of
the natiomg of the old and new continent, planzibic
rensons have been ndvanced m favoar of this theory.
Whatever knowlodiee, however, the inbabitants of
Furope possessed 111'm.-‘nrrLF'rid::r:1 no traces of it exsted ot
the period of the revival of letters ; and it was L:j'ilr:ml[j"
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B COLUMEDS,

supposed that the Canaries, or Fortunate lslands, formed
the western bonndary of their world.

Towards the end of the tenth or the beginning of the
eleventh centary, the northern eoost of America was
tiscoversd by the Northmen, who attempted to colomize
it; but the colanists, bernr m:gll:cla_'u:l v the mother
counfry, were suon elther extermimnated by the hostilities
of the savares by whont they were surrounded, or driven
to preserve their Jives by amaleamating with them,

‘or the knowladere of this orent continent pow pos-
rezzed by the ecivilized world, we are, however, in-
debted to the genins and enterpriee of Christoval Colon,
a notive of Genon, better known to uz by the name of
Christophier Colunbaze,  Fyom a long and close appli-
cation to the shudy of Goograply, Lhis presl man had
obtuined u knowledge of the trne fgnre of the earth, far
beyond what waa common tn the age in which be lived
Another eontinent, ke belicved, necessarily, exiated to
complete the balance of the teroaqueous ptobe; bl be
erromennsly cotceived it Lo be conseeted with that of
India, cr & continnation of the same contment.  This
error arose from the constrwclion ol WU mpups of that
puriod, which represented the ovienral connkries of
Azia as stretching vastly hrther o the eest then sctual
observalion b proved them to extond,  Having fully
satizfied himaelf of the fieoretical troth of lis system,
hig edventurons pirit made bim eager to verify it by
experiment.  Feor this oorpoze he applied to the senate
of Genoa, developing his views, and representing the
advantapes which wouls accrue to the republic from the

sseEeion of o pew route to w grewt source of opulence.

he Gepeose, however, treated the tden as absued and
chimerical, aml rejected the propoeal with  contempt.
Althoneh disappointed o thiz fiest attespt Columbos
wns nob dizeunraged.  Iie mude epplicetion to the court
of Portugal, which had, in that uge, rreatly ¢istinguizhed

* IMis real pame was Colomb, Lot he lstioized it inte Columbas,
and afier bis adeption hy Spsin, changed it accordine to the ba-
guage of that courtey to Colon.



COLUNBUS, 9

itself by favouring the spirit of diseovery along the
Adrican coast,  Here he met with an additions] mortifis
cation, fromn an attcmpt o anticipate him in the enter-
priss, which, hawover, proved abortive at an curly period.
DHsgrusted with the treschery designed against him, he
would not listen to the entreaties of the king of Portu-
gl ; bul throogh his brother Bartholomew, he applied
to Henry VIL, of Fngland, for support in his project.
The voyere of Bertholomew was long, and the enulious
prudence of the kKing greaf, so that he could not make
Inewn his luvourabde disposition o Columbus until the.
discovery was effectad, and another snatched the wreath
of grlory which mirht have inmortolized him.

As a last refoorce, Colombua now prescoted his
geheme o the courl of Spuin. Aller esght years of
anxious solicitation and contemptoons neglect, he at last
obduined a sleam of royal faveur on his bold and ariminal
project.  'Uhe iuterest of Quecn lzabella, whe woue-
runely pledmed her awn jewels, that she might awd him,
procwsed biun three smull vessels with which e set suil
fonm the pot of Pales, in Andalema, on the 3d of
Awprust, 1470, 1le steered direcly for the Canaries,
whence, after having relitted as well as e could, his
crozy amd ill-appointed Aotilla, he ngam =uled on the
Gth of September, keeping o duc westerly course over
o unknown ocean,  Several days passed without a
sipht of Ind, wrd the unxieties of the sailons arisine fom
thi= rircometance, wero beirhtened by the varatons off
the composs, then ficst pereeived. An open muotiny took
place, which veyuired all the conrage sod address of the
%IUI‘II. navigator to quell it . They puraned their conrse ;

ut when thirty duya bad elapeed, withool any indication
of en epproach to land, both oficers and men juined in &
second revolt.

Celumbus was forced partially to give way to their
remonstranees.  fe consented te retern, if, after pro-
ceeding three days longer, nothing appeared to cenfirm
his cxpectations.  WWith these assurances they again
procecded, and, about midoight, on the 11th of Ueteber,
Columbuys, who was standing on the poop, discovered a



