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INTRODUCTION.

It has been suggested to the Author of the
following pages, to compile a small treatise,
which, without professing to be an abridg-
ment of the Hindii Sacred Writings, should
convey in a concise form an Epitome of the
information that has been obtained with re-
spect to the leading dogmas of the Brah-
minical Superstition.

When we reflect upon certain peculiarities
of the Religious Worship practised by the Hin-
diis ; on its great antiguity, on the fact, that
two thousand years before the Christian ®ra
it was, as at the present day, in full force;
that it witnessed the rise, decline and fall of
the Idolatry of Egypt, and of the great
Western Mythology of Greece and Rome ;
that hitherto it has scarcely yielded in the
slightest degree to the adverse influence of
the Mohammedan race on the one hand, or
to Ewropean dictation on the other; and
that it exercises, by its system of caste, a
powerful control over the manners, customs,
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costume and social status of the entire Hindi
community, it becomes a subject fraught with
interest to every cultivated mind, and offers
an affecting but curious example of the power
of a hoary and terrible superstition in degrad-
ing and enslaving so large a portion of the
human race.

The sources from whence much of the
material in this compilation are derived, are
acknowledged in numerous notes.

It does not come within the compass of
this sketch to enumerate all the theological
dogmas contained in the Sacred Writings
of the Hindiis; those only have been se-
lected for annotation and remark which seem
to have the most direct bearing on the object
in view, in the elucidation of the worship of
Power—the Gnosticism of India.












