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HOW | LEARNED SHORTHAND.
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It is more than a quarter of A eentury ago. | %8s not quite in my teens,
I was, of conrse, a1 aclool, and hnd received 2ot the usual ameaint of o
utlh.rué'buj't shication, 1 waa & linle ambitieus in the aequisition of
knowledpe, and voe of the objocts of my ambiton, [ distinctly remember,
was to brarn shoethand. 1 had occasionally read. the specches of puoblic
men in the aewspapers, and beard tkat they wore taken down in steange
cabalistic charmciors bya race of men called * reporters,’ whome ability to
cateh the torront nfcl-n-rru:n-rc as it flowed inspired me with the warmmest
nhlinﬂnh. Ay pebodmasier, too, was rather foed of talking of " steno-
grophy:" he never ealled 4 3shorthand ; ihe Groek desipnajion was more
stholarly. From the familiar wayin which be allo to the aré I, of
eourse, believed him to be an adept i its practicot be had prub;h]j'
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Tearted gt sharthapd i.[:h-]mt :mri Fnr'mﬂhm icy T a.nu BT 'hn: rrpld
not Bave wroiten batb-i-dozen wonds, rimmiky squiriog a
ksmwiedye of shortkand preseoted itself 0 me till one -|1ar:|h|.- I of the
tow an which b was residing wene placanded with the AN UTICENECTE thai
FProfessur —— had arivind, and was cesade v devens Bimscil (o 1l geaeral
enlightenment of the pullic, acd e pecially to their improvement in the
arts of writing, anthmetie, and shurtianad.

T bost mo three in making my wi ay b the addeess given in the peblic an-
orrncEmenis-  1Ewas o aationer s shop, with a sebe entraoce lending o
the foer above, wheme the pahlic cidwrator bl established himself, 1
cxamined ey atientiviely o Inrge case h,m-grmg eyt side; dllrp]agmg o TN -
ber of klips of papee shawing the wonderut transfornation that bad been
cifectod sn it handweciting - of Joho Wilson, W 1IEra:r|:| Brown, Emma
Thomsom, e avendfes wirer, " after taking six ir:nr.-r_: In-almuost crery
care tho first 1;|i|ﬂ:|.m| n oo p'r"'lul.'ﬁt te Bave beon writion im an omnibss mac-
thin g over an il-paved rodd 5 while 1be seeond was & specimen of caligras
phy that cosbil snly have been wntten onder the mox favorablde circome
stances, and i the nprembes had oot regeired 2 magoifyisg glass e ba




