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INTRODUCTION

O}'H of the niost tinteresting cleapters of Mr. Scud-
der’s acinirable ‘Lff‘t?’ {:f" Lowell is that whick
recortnts Lowells part in the o foliion nwecinend,
The part woes nol « cum‘_,uict-suua‘ wietry el -m.i_(,.lf.'.e‘._-
easify be lost sight of 0« coveer el gs
Lewells was woith distinguished wetivities. Al the
more easily wmight his prose contributions to the
columns of the dnti=slavery press be overlooked,
LI hinself did not value Them highty, cownting his
pocies Ms elief service lo the cause, and the pepers
ficene venatied wneollected untdd now brought to-
gether in these two columes. Vet during the seven
years of Lowelf's association with fhe Abulition
moveinent, it had no wmore briflinet edvocacy thas
he goee U e Hhe conteibations which apperred
wswely wigigned save for the initinls J. £ L
They were brict, often fragientary. freguently
tedelngy their fexd from themes of pssing inferes!,
autd can fordly felplden Lowells Lilevary reputfon
tion. | Tt it ig nol inconceipable that Heir oanthor
might look with pleasure upon the distinetion thu!
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is now given them : for they preserve the record of
liis part, they glow with s enthusiasm, and Durn
with his anger, in a great moral and pairiotic
struggle.

The extent of thesc papers is prime evidence of
Lowell's activity  the cause. The fwo volumes
contain mere than fifty articles ; the firet five con-
tributed during 1844 1o the “ Pennsylvania Free-
man ;" the rest, between 1844 end I850, to the
“ National Anti-Slavery Standard,” of which he
was for two of these years titwlor assoviate editor.
Throuwgh all the earticy papers runs the fiery zeal
which we are weenstomed fo attribute to the young
eonvert. The daplication would geem lo be a just
one; for the first of the articles was wiitten soon
after Lowell's miarvinge to Marin White, to whom,
in Mr. Novtorn's wards, fie “owed all thal ¢ man
may owe to the woman le loves.”  There were, to be
sure, other influences that tended fo enlist him in the
Abalition eanse. Chief of these were the leadings
aof heredity @ the James Lowell who sicly years ear-
lier had browght forward the Anti-slavery clause
in the Massachuseits Bl of Righis waz Lowell's
grandfather ;| and in his father’s dining-room at
Elmwood there Jong, we are lold, a portrait of
Wilberforee, the English liberator. Buf we have
his own evidence in a letter written mony years later,
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that his Abolilionisine begeoy e 1840, which was
the wear of his engagement o Miss White, It re-
guires no streteh of the imagination, theu, to see i
Rhis love the lnspivation of Lowells sercice o the
cause, wed flad i fired with o eldvelirons quality.
Yot fis enthusiosm did pot make feing o Hhorougls
gaing reformer, Tl would have meant o change
of neture. Compact as he was of poct and of
eritic, he never had that doese and wnsearyiig
decotion which Teeps o wion Tike Garrison af s
task Hoeough thick and thin, His lewperament
wnes neore mereuriod, Lo s, v foel, swrprisingly
[ree from radivalisi, and pever sympathized with
the ectrome wing of the Abolitionists in their at-
facks on the Coustitufion and fheir proposals to
dissolve the Daion.  The very firsd confribution fe
maile fo the # Irecman™ shows the fonper in
which he espowsed the Anti-stovery movement and
which ke weabntoined troughout. % The aim of the

trie Abolitionist” he wrole there, ¥ iz not only

to pul an end to Negro slacery in damerice: heds |

equally the sworn foe of tyraany throughont the

world,” This temper was by wo means teompul-
ible with o power of decp indignation, s the most
cursory reading of the papers will show. Lowell
seldom exhibited his powers of invective wnd sar-
e more effectuatly than here. He was ot



