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ADVERTISEMENT

VOLNEY'S RUINS:
OR, MEDITATION ON THE KEVOLUTIONS OF EMPIRES

Ter superior merits of this wark are too well known to require
eommendistion ; bt as il is not generally known that there are i
circalation three English translations of it, varying very materially
in regurd to faithfnloess and elegance of diction, the publisher of
the present edition ingert the following extracts for the information
of purchasers and rexders :—

PATIE TRANSLATION,
From which this Edition 4s printed.
INVOCATION.

Hatn, soltery reins ! holy sepualobrss, &nd sifent walla! you I fnveke; to
you I address oy prayer. Wihile your aspect averls, willk secrel berror, tho
wnigar vegand. il excites in my heart the charm of deiicicus ssatimenta—sohs
e eentemplations.  What wseful lessons ! what afeenng =nd profoumnd re-
Aections you sazeest to Dim who Khoews how L0 congult you. “When the whole
parih in chains 2od sllence, bowed the meck before its byranis, fizd already
pracizimed the truths which they abhor, 2nd confounding the dmst of the king
with that of the meapest sisve, hed annoukced Lo man the sscred dogma ol
Fguartiry ! Withis your Ptla Iy solilary adoralbon 'ud'l.I:BE!:t'r 1 &aw her
eniny arkse frosn 188 mansions of the dead ; not sach as she is pa.lu.'l.u-d by the
impassinnnd multibede, armed with fire and lwwﬂ bt under Ehe angest nspect
of Justice, peising in her hand the shcred balames, WHerein src wei
aclivns of men &t the gates of adermly i'

0 Tombs ! what viclies are yours | jom appal e Iyrant's heart, and poisch
with socref afwrm his mut o fim ﬁe: with coward slep, your incurrupes
ible aspect, ard proats EE.I'IJII @,

LONDON TRANSLATION

INVOCATION,

J ruins, sacred tombs, v monldering and silent walls, 20t hail ! T
you 1 address my Invocation. White the valgar shrink from your sapect with
weerat terror, my hearl Snde 1o the cootemgialion a theusand delbciows senli-
menls, a thousand admirable recollections.  Pregoant, T may truly call yon
with uspfnl bessoms, with pathetic and freesistible advice o the nean who
knows kow to crmeit ¥ou, A while sgo the witels world bowad 1he nech [n
Bllanca bafors the tyranis Lt oppressed it and vel in thal hopsless moment
you airesdy proclaimed Lhe tralbs that Lyrants hokd in abherrence @ mixing the
duzt of the proadest kings with that of the meanest glaves, you called wpon na
ta aontemplata this pxample of Eguarity. From your eaverns, whither tho
musing and anxions love of LIBERTY lod me, | saw escape (18 venerabte shads,
and with nnezpectad fulicity, direct i Right and marshal my steps lhe way ta
renovaisd France.



4 ADVERTISEMENT,.

Tambe ! what virtnes and potency do you exhibit! Tyrants tremble at youy
aspeat—you polson with aecret alasm tbels implows pleasires—they tarn [roin
youi with dmpatience, ami, townrdike, emdesvor o forget you amid the sump-
LhGshess of Mer palaces,

PIMLADELPATA TRANSLATION,
INVOCATION.

Iail, ye solitary roins, ye sarred tombs, and silend walls ! "Tis oot ausp
cizus api that 1isvekn ; s o yoo my soul, wrapt in meditntion, i d furth
its proyer D What thongh the profene and vulgss mind sirinks with dlsmay
Trom your &ugust amd swe-lispiring aspsch; o me ve enfobd e subfimest
charms of conlemplaiion and sentiment, and offer Lo oy senses e Tnary of &
thuusand delicious and enchanting thowgits | Ifow sumptaous the feest 1o
being that kas a tnste to relish, and an understondisg 1o consull yoa ° AWhat
rich &nd eale edmapitions ; what exquisite saod pathetic lessons do you read
w0 g beart that is sescepllide of exalled feelings! When opprossed hamanity
beot L limid sifence lilﬂ.ll.?l.l.ﬂ\ll. e rlabe bencatl the galiing veke of slavery,
ik was your that proclaimed aloud the brthright of those troths which tvrants
tremhle at while they deteet, and which, by sinkimg thoe jolfthest bead of U
promadest pelentate, with afl fia hoested papeantsy, fo Use level of morality
Wikd il pmeanesl glave, conbrined and ralifed by your unerring testimony 1ho
wared el immoctal dectrine of Eguaciry.

Msing within the prestnets of yoor invitieg scenes of philvsophle solitude,
Wldiher tlee Ingatiaie Bva of lrie-bern Lrssgry bad bed mea, [ hebheld her Ga-
nius ascepding, nob in Lhe spuricws character asd hahit of o hlond-thivsty Fury
pr.mu:ﬂ with dagores mad metrnmants of montar, wnd followad by R Teolic wod
intoxicated multhide, ot wder (he plseid and chaste mspect of Juslice, hold-
Bng witl = pure abd wosoliled lamE the sucred sceles i whick Lke actions af
mnortzls are weighed on e brink of elenniby.

0 ye tranhs and cmblematic images of death ! Tew snperlative 1=
paweer ! prrestatible yonr anducnes | Your prosencd appads aud elills the
saiibe of thrants wilh elecliie Darrer 90 reasise ; e very remetinbrance of
Fou haonls el mimis bke & ridstly specioe In lbe midst Lheir volnptnang
ulljuymenr:? ard thie terror you iospice plants Gwrns meall their thwgm, ami
poisans fhalr Impicus Measi es inle paing.

The firat tronslation was made and pullished in London soon
after the appearance of the work in French, and, by » late edition,
iz stili adopted withont alteration,  Mr. Voloey, when in lhis coan-
iy, in 1787, expressed liz disapprobation of this trunshition, al-
Ieging that the tranaiator must have heen overawed Uy (he giwvern-
ment or clergy from rendering hia idees faithfully ; and acco omely
an Engiish gentleman, then in Philadelphia, volunteered 0 o0 wot
ihis edition. Bui by his endeavors to give the troe and full meon-
iog of the wolhor with greal preeision, he hes so overloaded his
composition with an exuberance of words, as in a great mensure 1o
dissipate the simple eloganes and soblimity of the original. Mr.
Volney, when he hecame better aoquainted with the English lan-
guage, perceived thiz defect; and, with the aid of onr countryman,
Joel Barlow, made and published in Paris a new, correct, and ele
gont translation, of which the present edition i3 a faithiul and cor
rech copy



PREFACE

OF THE EDITOR.

Ir books were to be judged of by their volume, the ful-
lowing would have but linle value; if appraised by their
contents, it will perhaps be reckoned among the most in-
struciive,

In general, nothing is more impottant than a good ele-
mentary book ; but, also, nothing is more difficult 10 com-
puse, #nd even to read: and why?! Because, as every-
thing in il should be apalysiz and definition, all should ba
expressed with wruth and precizion. If truth and precizion
arc wanting, the object has mot been attained ; if they ex-
ist, its very force renders it abstract.

The first of theze defects has been hitheno evident in
all books of morality ; we find in them oaly 2 chaos of 1n-
coherent maxims, precepts without cavses, and mctions
without a motive. The pedants of the human race have
treated it like a little child; they have preseribed to it
good behavior by frightening it with spirits and hobgoblins.
Now that the growth of the human race is rapid, it is time
to speak reason to it it is time to prove to men that the
sptings of their improvement are to be found in their very

organization, in the interest of their passions, and in a¥
1.‘



