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THE MOHAMMEDANS OF CHINA.

By Isaac Masox, FR.(G.S.

MosT Westerners wlho have resided 1 Chitna, or who hasve
read widely about the Chinese, are aware that Mobammedans
form an appreciable part of China's population. Tt is alse
known that in the Republican Dag of five strips of eolonr, the
white strip is considered to represent the Moslem inhabitants of
the land. Vel cowparatively few know much about the Far-
Eastern followers of the Arabian Prophet, so 1t may be that the
China Society will find it not without iuterest to spend a little
titne hearing something further abont the Mobannmedans of
China.

Lstimates as to their present utnbets vary all the way
frow four willious Lo thirty willions, There can he hittle doubt
that the lavger fignre 15 excesstve, and on the other haud, the
cslimate of Connmandant d'Ollone, whick is the lowest, is
probably mitch oo low. M G F. Andrew—who lives in
Kausu—in his recent book, *The Crescent in North West
China," eslimates the number in Kansu alone at about three
millions.  The most careful calenlation T know of is found iu
Ar. Marshall Broombhall’s “ Islam in China," and is based on
over 200 repliss Lo qun;-stions sent to misstonaries ; the estimates
so obtained range between five and ten millions ; i the absence
of a reliable census, we mayv assnme the number to be about
eight willions, scattered over the whole country, hut found in
larger proportions in Kansn, Yunnan, Szechwan and Chihly, of
China Proper, and in Sin Kiang and Chinese Turkestan on the
North Western borders.

When, and how, Moslems fGrst entered Chiva, are maltfers
of nneertainty ahkoul which many differing views have been
lield. The traditions of the Moslems are interesting, hatl mostly
rest on very slender fonndations. We do not know of any
Chinese Moslem book written as long ago as three hundred
vears: a bibliography of about 150 titles is known to exist—of
which I have collected over 1oo; some of these profess to be
historical, and tell of Moslems reaching China 1,300 years ago;
but no satisfactory proofs are given for such claims, and the
silence which covers 1,000 years from the supposed entry down
to the r7th Century, and the absence of docwments, must he

2
d ;F

e



ba

regirtded  us anfavograble to the clann.  There exist a few
mommnnents which are referred to in suppott of the earlv-entry
el the most famouns of these s a stone tablel v a mosqgue
it Sian [, awd it ds dated AD, 7920 The fuscription on it
says, amony other things, “The teaching of Mohammed pre-
vatled at frst only in the West and was not heard of in China
witil the time of the Emperor K'ai Huang of the Sui dynasty
(AL s8-on), when it entered China and eradually spread
throughout the Ismpire,” The evidences for and against the
cemtineness of this monment have been carelully weighed by
Mr. Broomihadl, whe concluded that it 15 an “extraondinary
forcery,” a conclusion in which T concur. I need not here
euter fully mito the reasons for this judement; bot jnst remark
thut the date given is prior to the Hesira, and before Mohammed
had received his fivst revelations,  As the stone claims to have
Lecn erecte] only 14 vears alter the events relerred Lo, 3L 15 not
easy o acconnt for snch o discrepancy of dates; it is wiost
Hkely e to the copvive of an erroneous calenlation uude
centuries alter the date claimed for the stone, and is therefore
one of the vensons for rejecting the monmpent as a [orgery,
The mosque at Siau Iu is a very old one, wmd [rom Chinese
writittgs iU is kunown to have been tepaired on several oc-
cusions, mder the Sung dynasty in 1127 A D, nuder the Yaan
dvmasty in 1315 AGDh and again mwder the Aling dynasty in the
tyth and 15thcentunes ; it is probable that the monnment re-
ferred toowas erected on one of these occasions to perpetiate
the snpposed history; iL is frequently referred tooin Moslem
books, il 15 considered by Chinese Moslems to be penmine.

Avnother anercnt mopnment s found o the  Prophet-
Remembranee " mosque at Canton ; it 18 dated 1351 AL and
s a bilingual inscviption in Arabic and Chinese, reconding the
rebuilding of the premises; there is o vague allusion o a Sahily
who went to the East ® by commmnd of the Prophet abont Soo
vears' previous 1o the inscription, which wonld take us back
toosoane hide e before Mobammed’s aith, and s therefore
vithueless for our purpose

To comtinue with Mostem traditions before turning to other
sonrees of information as to the entry of Iskam into China, we
next refer to the writings of Lin Chai-hien of Nanking, the
most famons of Chinese Moslem writers, who, 200 vears ago,
after long preparation wrote * The Trme Awnals of the Prophet
of Arabia,™ ‘Thiz is the standard “Life " of Mohammed in
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Chinese, aud an English translation by the present writer 1s now
available.* The account given of the first entry of Moslems
into China savs that in the sixth vear of K'ni Huang of the
Sui dynasty, (A1) 350) there was seeu i the sky a stravge star;
the Emperor coiuanded the Chicf Astromomer to divine its
meaning, and he said that an extrasrdinary person was appest-
ing i the West.  The Emperor sent an envoy Lo investizate,
anel he arrived in Aecca after abont a vear’s travelling.  The
cuvay desired Mohammed to proceed to the Hast, but he de
clined ; he sent, however, his maternal uncle Saad Wakkas, aud
three others, to accompany the envoy to China. The cuvoy
seeretly had a portrait of the Prophet made to take back with
him; this was given to the Emperor who proceeded to worship
it, and when he arose, the seroll was there but the pictnre had
vanished,  Saad Wakkas explained that this was due to the
influence of the Proplet who had forbidden to men the worship
of images and the “ kowtow.” The Lmperor was so impressed
that lLie wpoave directions for the bailding of the * Prophet-
Remembrance ™ mosgque al Canton.

I'lere is stll Lo be scen al Canton an ancient tonth which
Maoslewns sav is the tomb of Sl "Wakkas, the “maternal uncle ™
of the Propliet. The Wakkas wevtioned in Muir's © Life of
Mohammed " never travelled to the Fast; his son Saad founght
al Bedr and Ohod in Arabia, and was ultimately buried at
Mediny, ucever haviug been near China.  The date given for the
arrival of the apostle is prior Lo the Hegira, and as the acconnls
are otherwise contradictory, it is evident that we are dealing
with tradition oaly.  Tle tomb is probably that of some Mostem
ploveer, hnt of a mnch fater period than is elaimed by tradition.

Two small Mostewn books written in Chinese and samed
e Hut Hui Viian Lai " (The First Coming of the Moeslems), ane
“ Hsi Lai Tsung P'o ™ (The First Eutry of the Moslews [rom
the West), contain traditions of the coming Lo China of AMohmn.
medans by overland routes,  There is the same story of an omen
being given tothe Kmperor about o wondertul man appearing
in the West ; the Emperor referred to here 1s 171 Tsung of the
Trang dvuasty (A,D. 625) some vears later than is given in the
previons tradition,  Awn envoy was sent, and apostles went to
China and were received with favonr; they were encouraged Lo
practise their religion and eventually it was arranged that zooo

5% The Arabian Prophet,” Translaved by 1. MASON, F.RGS. Loz & Co., LiE21,y



Maslen soldices should take up residence i China, wives beinge
fonud for them from the provinee of Kinngsu. [t is tplied
that we have here the source of the Moslem popmlation of China
Proger as apart from those of the outlying dependencies who
were probably made Moslems by contact with their Moslem
neighibonrs of Central Asia,

Turning now to the available records apart from these
fomd in purely Maoslem books, mention ghould be made of an
Araby geegrapher, Thn Khindadhbel, whe, inos book composed
i AGD sgn gives deseriptions of the romds leading to China
both by sen and land, Relations were principally maiutvined
by zen, and the veoorapher deseribes the harbonrs and eitics of
the sea border, and savs it s two months” joumey along the
const. Another Arvab writer, Abu Zaid, says that in 878
the capture of Khanlu (Canton), a lorge nmnber of fon
perished, among thein being Moslems, Jews and Chaistiaus,
The same writer mentions an Arab trder who went from
Cantlon to Sian fn.

These acconnts apparcutly imply the quict observance of
the Mostem religion by traders and others wlo arrived [rom
abraad and brought their faith with thew [or their own satis.
[action ratlter than with propagaadist atms among the Chinesc,

It is probable that many small eonununities of Joreien Moslons
were [ontped i this wav,  Thore s a4 record 1o stone 2t Clrgan-
chon Fu, the nearest eommercial town to the north of Canton,
which, if we may trust the inseription of 1310, proves the
existence of a mosque Lhere 1o 1010

I the Chivese Pawg she there are records of several
cibassies of the Caliph to the Clinese Court in the 7th and
Hthceuturies, Bretschucider sayvs that @ there can be no doult
that ot the tine of the T'ane, many Mehaomedans were setthed
in China.”  In the Liao dyvnasty an cmbassy from the ' Shih—
by which name the Arabs were Luown—was received in g4,
aned 3t was dnring that dyvoasty that the term “ ot hai™ for
Moslems was first nsed,  The History of the Smng (gho—r28c)
mentions sone twenty embassies sent by the T'a Shals,

The fist Buropean mention of the Saracens in China
appears to be that of Marco 'olo who eawe across them iu his
travels iu thie latter part of the 1300 centory,

We may sumnp by saving thad while the Moslem claims
for o phenomenally early and somewhat seusational  entry
cannot be accepted, yet there is sufficient evidence to justify the
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Belief that some Mohanmumedans reached China during the carly
centuries of the Moslem era; there were two routes of arrival,
by sca and by Jand ; that by sea wentl as far as Hangchow, amd
verv little attempt was made to advance into the interior. So
NMaslems armving by waler renmined at the eoast, and those by
land remained in the imtertor, forming commuuities at certain

centres.  Inoall probability the amivals were not munerons, o
were the Maslems of mnch promivence before the 13th century
ol or er.

In 1262, after the aceession of Koblan Kban, a decree ap-
peared ordering that the Moslems, amwong others, shonld do their
share of military duty, which would imply that they were then
regarded as an imtegral part of the nation. In 1271 2
Mussulman observatory  was established ar Peking, with a
Persian al the head of it in the [ellowing vear a Medieal Hall
was started b Peking by o Moslemn. o 128¢ a Moslemn High
Schoal was established 1 Hooan provinee, sl about zoo
Families were given grants ol lmul. It is recorded that Savid
Adjal—a reputed descendant of the Prophel—wus appointed by
Knblai Klan as governor of Yuounan, perhaps from 1273 to
r27g. His oson Nusirend-Din mmentioned by Maree TPolo, did
wneh te spread Islam.  He also beeame governor of Younan,
where he dicd in 1292, Trom the time of Kublul Klan the
number of Sloslews increased considerably, by inmumigrations
and iutermarriages, by conversions, and hy the adoption of
children ; the increase was most evident in the western parts of
China, Kansn and Vuwan having become especially the strong-
holds of Islani; it was in Lthese provinces that political risings
took place dnring the Manchn reign, when the Moslems made
atlempts to hecome independent.

The Mobammedans of China style themselves the © Chling
Chén Chino,” the Pure mud True Religion. More f:l“l].liﬂl']._\-\'
they nse the erm * Cliae mén © which is olien seen written vn
a small signboard exposed 1o the shops of Lelievers, especially
those dealing in food stuifs.  T'he most connmon term in generi]
use by believers amd others alike 35 “Huwi hni chiao”  The
character “Hui" is well understood in its general meaning of
“To return,” or “go back,”; but il is by no means clear how
the terin came o be used in conpection with the Moshans,
Famous sinologues disagree on this matter, and Moslem books
give varying interpretations ; it would take too long 1o give the
several attempted explanations, and as [ have not at present a




satisfuctory theory e advance mvsell, T owill ool delay over the
pnnt,

It is sonnetines asserted thot the Moslems of Chiva form a
tepe which can Le casily distingnshied from other Chingse, thus
idicating  their foretgn origin, and that the tvpe has persisted
throweh centnres,  Mro G, 1 Andrew 1 s reeent ook ex-
presses this view very decidedly ) he savs: * Although they have
adopted the Chinese style of dress they indulge nevertheless in
pecubianities sufficiently marked to distingnish them on sight.
Iy features, the high nasal bridge, the absence of the pro-
nonneed Ortental eheek-hone, the splendid Tnild and hanghty
carringe, the tendency to enltivate the beard, in eoutrast to the
Chinmuan who nsually objects to such an appemdage till he has
reached the age of forty, all single oot the Hot-him from among
the sons of Han." Many notable observers deny that thisis the
case, Lhongh 1t 18 adiwitied that fudividuals are fonud with faces
differing from the accepted Mougolian type. | have seen such
individuals, but iy the main T have found Hitle dn the facial or
physical appearance of Moslems [ have koown Lo distingnish
them frow their neighbours of other faiths.  Chinese faces vary
very cousiderably, and differences exist among the Muoslems as
amongst all other sections,  In habits and deportient, and by
their clunnish social and religions e, Moslems may be de-
teeted from others, but not, in my experience, by special racial
{eatnres,

En political and social status the Maoslems have long stood
on practical cqunality with the weneral population; in pliaces
where they have been very mnmerons a more rigud JMohammedan
sovial life hiag been possible and religions zeal has occasionally
led o famatictsin and rebellion,  The Government has at Lhnes
uszed strong wethods of repression, and at other times has given
ereil power 1o Mohannnedan officials and followed conciliatory
methwmls.  [n the greater part of the country, where Moslems
are few and scatterad, they seem to have been lreated with
fatruess, and in weneral they are law-abiding and dotifnl citizens.
In official lile they have beecn much mere prominent on the
wilitary side than as civil malers ;) their traditions as warriors
uray partly account for this, bot it may also have Deen in parl
due to the fact that civil official life vecessitated mnch more
contact with religions and social duties at vartance with their
own religions belicfs and practices than was called for from
military officers. Another reason why foew rose Digh in civil
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officialdoi may have been that Moslems v generval are nol gicat
students of Chinese classical literature,  Bovs spend some of
their time in Moslem schoals learning something of their faith
and traditions, aud often the rudiments of Arabic.  Phere lias
not been the same ambition to master Chinese literature, exeopt
on Lhe part of a few, therefore in the davs when this was the
only gate of entrance to civil official life, iU 15 ot surprismg Ut
few Moslems found entry throngh i, amd their voung mien pro-
ferred to ride the horse and draw the bow io the military
competitions of the “Wn Dhsin-tsai.” It way be added that
military officials in the Mavchn times were wot altogether
exempt from certain ceremonies of worship at wemples: bt
Moslems seem to have made a compromise with couscicnce amd
went with the rest; one saud to me lonyg ago v Szecehwan that
thongh his bodilv presence was there, and he sharerd in the pros-
trations. his heart was not there, so it dido’t wmatter!

Polygzamy exists amongst Moslems m China as clsewhere.
The Koran allows believers to have tour lawful wives at the same
time, but for obvions reasons Lhis permission 15 taken advantage
of by comparatively few.  As polyvemnny has long been practised
amonyg Lhe wealthier Chinese, the Moslems have not on that
account been regarded as pecaliar: probablv the practice has
been one which has lessened religions diversity.

Foothinding has been practised amouz Chinese women in
general, and no difference has been made by Moslem women,
This strengthens the belief that very few women eutered China
as Moslems timmigrants; the marriages were with wemen of the
country who retained footbinding as o matter of commaon
custom.  Women from outside would not have heen likelv to
adopt it.

The veil for women is seldon seen m China; it is fouud
only at and around Ho Chou in Kanpsu of the Moslem com-
munities. It is made of black silk and is worn below the eyes,

Chinese Mobammedans practically all speak the Chines
language as their inother tongue: only one group is distin-
guished by their langnage—the Salars—whe live at Hsiin-
hua Ting, on the right bank of the Huang Ho: they speak o
corrupt form of Turki. A considerable number learn more or less
Arabic; the a-dong or mullahs nse it in conducting servicos,
and others repeat transiiterations of Arabic sovnds represented
iy Chinese characters. Believers who make the Pilgrimagse
often learn some Arabic, and the ordinary Moslem s proud



