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PREFACE.

Frowm the date affixed to many of these poems,
it will be perceived that the contents of this
little volume are the casual production of leisure
hours, during the last twelve years. Some few
of them have, at intervals, found their way into
print; and the natural wish to reclaim these
fugitives, and to establish the fact of their
parentage, has partly dictated the present pub-
lication. There was a period when, with all
the ambition of Eighteen, I aspired to the fame
of a poet; and T once entertained the hope of
producing a work, that might more worthily
repay the public for the favour shown to an
anonymous volume *, the joint production of a
# © The Associate Minatrela,”™ 12mo. London, 1810 snd 1815
a8
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knot of youthful associates, which contains my
earliest effusions. But my pursuits have been
determined in other directions; and poetry has
long ceased to be with me more than a record
of feeling, and o source of quiet enjoyment.

“ The Star in the East™ is, to the extent of
about ninety lines, a republication of a poem,
published in 1812, under the ill-chosen title,
“ Gloria in Ezcelsis Deo.” The British Critic
was, with one exception, the only journal which
did me the honour of noticing it, and the un-
known Reviewer shewed both his judgement and
his kindness in neilecﬁng one of the few passages
which I have felt anxious to rescue. The poem
is but little known, the greater part of the im-
pression having been given away; but I have
thought it nemsaa.ry to guard myself against the
charge of plagiarism from any other writer than
myself.

The Psalms in this volume are an attempt to
give 8 metrical form to some of those sacred
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compositions, with aa little deviation as possible
from the letter, but more eepecially from the
spirit of the text, as given by the best trans.
lators. They are not all adapted to our singing
metres, becanse my object has not been to fur-
nish hymns for public worship, so much as to
do what justice I could to the specific character
of the particular psalm ; which, in the attempt to
accommodate them indiscriminately to psalmody,
has, I think, too generally been lost aight of.
SBome (as, for instance, the Second Psalm, and
others of a prophetical nature) do not appear
to me applicable, without violence, to such a
purpose, The omission of Psalms xxx1v. and
cxLv. in Mr. Montgomery's ' Songs of Zion,”
first suggested the experiment. But our ohject
has been so different, that I trust I shall not be
thought to have ventured upon any unequal
competition.

“The Reverie” was given in the second
edition of * The Associate Minstrels;” but, as



