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PREFACE.

I is my intention, in the following pages, to lay
before the render, in a fumiliar style, a description
of the most important disepses of the chest and
its appendages, together with their causes, and
prominent symptoms, in order that ene affection
may not be confounded with another.

Let it not be imagined, that T believe it possible
to place within the power of domestic manage-
ment a class of meladies requiring, in their treat-
ment, the nicest discriminetion,—meladiea which
have so frequently defeated some of the most in-
telligent of the medical profession. Neither am
I affected with the cacoethes seribendi; my sole
object, in publishing this volume, is to apprise



¥ | PREFACE,
the public of my having discovered means to
arrest, in its fatal progress, one of the most fearful
scourges of bumanity,

Upwards of nineteen yesrs have elapsed since
1 wis indnced to turn wmy particular attention
to the subjects treated on in the following sheets.
My success, doring that period, has far exceeded
my most sanguine expectations, having frequently
not only suspended symptoms, but slso effected
cures in cases which bad been relinguished, as
hopeless, by men of high repute in the pro-
fession. I am prepared for its heing easerted,
that those cases were not genuine consumptive
ones, or, if so, the disease was merely suspended.
To this T will remark, that iff the suspension be
continued for several years, it is not necessary to
cavil sbout terms.

I shall donbtless have to encounter the smile
of scepticism and ridienle from some, and receive

the epithet of Empiric from my professional
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brethren. To these I beg to ohserve, that every
new theory or discovery has at first met with
contempt, and afterwards been assailed by fierce
opposition ; that.the value or trath of every sys-
tern i8 best demonstrated by ifs results; and,
moreover, the time has artived when no pre-
tensions to science, however apparently wild or
visienary, can be treated with indifference,

When speeking of the cure of consumption, I
presume it will be almost unnecessary to remark,
that the earlier my mode of treatment is resorted
to, the more certnin will be its curative power;
yet even in those melancholy cases where the
dizease is in &m advanced state, relief can be
afforded, and we bave it from high and unques-
tionable authority, that’ consumption has been
cured in its latest stages. Bir J. Clarke observes,
*That pulmonary consumption admits of & cure
is no longer doubtful ; it is a fact which has been
clearly demonstrated by Leennee and many ather.-
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authors of high repute,””  * Pathological aun-

tomy,” Dr. Carswell says, *has never afforded,

more conclusive evidence of the curability of a dis-
ease, than it has in that of tabucular of phthisis.”

On the subject of bleeding, purgatives, mereury,
and & low diet, I shall have aceasion to show, in
the course of my observations, that these agents
are not only unuecessary, but actually mischiev-
ous ; particularty bleeding, which has proved
more fatal than the pestilence or the sword.
Nature is our best and surest guide; and if we
would only follow her admonitions, we shounld
not 5o frequently have to witness the impotence
of our efforts to allevinte suffering, or to mourn
the unfortunete results of cases, which, despite
the boasted improvements in the healing art, but
too frequently terminage in the grave!

Although, in giving a deseription of diseases of
the chest, the treatment and medicine employed
are noticed generslly, particulars have been pur-




