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SOLDIERS NATIONAL CEMETERY, GETTYSBURG,
PENNSYLVANIA.
(R EHAHELEVI TN |
Waspixerox, Aogust 10th, 1863,
W. T. Dexxis:

I desire to buy some ground at Gectysburg for a Cemelery for our
soldiers.  Please azserinin 0l particulars, price ete, and inform me.
0. F. MORTON,

LETTYSEURG, Fa, Anpust 10th, 1363,
To His Eeeelleney, 00 P Morton, Feverner of Tndizna.

2ini—The inclosed cirenlar emboties the plan agreed upon with
agents of several Jtates represented hore, and it has been submitted
to the Governors ol all Btates naweed in it for their conewrrenge. Tt
is desivable to have ag little delay as possilile in petfing your reply,
ag the bodies of our soldiers sre n many cases so much exposed us
to require prompt attention, and the ground should be speedily
arranged for their reception,  Pemnzylvania has bought a very suit-
able piece of grouml ou eno of the most prominent parts of the bat-
tle field, and Ilis Excellency Governor Curtin, anthorized me to say
to you, that it your State desires a conveyance in fre simple of your
burial ground in the cemetery, Pennsylvania will moke a deed to you
for it. Otherwise she will hold the title in trust for the purpnses
designated in the cireular.

With gre:lt rezpect, I subseribe myself,
Your Excellenes’s obedient servant,
(Bigned) DAVID WILLSE, Agent.

Gerrysnure, Pa., Aup, 12th, 1863,
To His Ercellency Ouven F. Morren, Governor of Indiana.

Sir :—It having been proposed by the Governor of Pennsylvania,
hat o cemetery be established at Gettysbarg, Pa., for the burial of
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Union soldiers killed in the second batile there, and the matter hav-
ing been enmmitted by him to the charge of Duvid Wills of Gettys-
burg, with authority to apply to the Governors of the severs] States
whose Boldiers were in the battle for their co-nperation, and to ar-
range the details for the carrying ont of the project.  The following
plan iz proposed by David Wills, by asuthority of Gov. Cuortin to the
several Btates incerested.

1. The 8Btate of Pennsylvauis to purchase the grouwl, sbout
twelve acres, on the battle field, near the present Gettyshurg Ceme.
tery, and toke the title in fee, and the ground to be deveted in
perpetuity to the object, '

2, All the bodies of seldiers who fell in defence of the Union, to
be taken up from the battle field without woneeessary delay and
deposited in the cemacery, thase that can be designated by name, in
Zraves marked by 2 small head stone with a number upon it and the
others in 2 common grave do be warked by some appropriste stone,
a record to be kept of the names indicated by the numbers on the
stones, The dead of each Btate where known, to be baried by
themselves in the particaler lot set apart to the State.  The whole
expenze of this to be carried to 2 common aceount,

#, The ground to be enclosed by a well built stone wall from
stone found on or near the premises, also o keeper's house to be
crected on the lot ot a eost of about 52,000, and the grounds to be
tustefally lnid cwt and adorned with trees and shrublberey, all this
expense to be earried o a common neepunt.

4, A suitable monument to be creeted on the ground at the come-
mon expease, ab o coat not exceeding H10.000, if it shall cozt more,
only that sum to be charged 4o the common necount.

9. All the foregoing expenses ztated to be charzenble to 2 com-
mon acgount, (to-wit: under heads 2, 3 and 1) arve to be apportioned
among the Statea having soldievs to Le buried in the Cemetery, to-
wit: The States of Maine, New Hampsbire, Vermont, Massachu-
setts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsyl-
vania, Delaware, Maryland, Olio, Indiana, Hlinois, Michigan, Wis-
consin and Minnesota, each Blate to be assessed according to its pop-
ulation, as indicated by the number of its representatives in Con-
gress.

{i.  Afeer the original outlay, the ground to be kept in order and
the house and fence in repair, by the State of Pennsylynnia.

7. Ivis expressly stipulated that the whole expense chargeable to
the common account, shall not exceed $356,000.
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8. Each State may, if it pleases, appoint an agent, who shall aet
with David Wills, Agent for Penusyivauin, and other State Agonts,
in carrying oot the forepcing plans,

Respectiully submitted, by authovity of A, G, Curtin, Governor of
Pennsylvania,

(Signed) DAVID WILLS, Agent.

Exgovrive DeEpaniMesT oF Ixnraxa, )
Tudianapolis, Ind,, Angust 20th, 18535, j

David Wills, Feq.,
Agend of State of Pennsyloania, Gellysburgh.

Diran Bin: —1 have received your letler of the 13th inat., with
your civealar tettor of the 12th inst. enclesed, in velstion to estab-
lishing o cemetery fur the burial of Univn Soldiers Lilled in the reo-
cent battle at Geteysburgh, The general plan propesed by you, by
authority of His Exceliency, Governor Curtin, meets with my ap-
probation,  On the part of the State of Indiana T will nnite with the
other Biates intcvested in earrying out that plan, subject, of course,
to such neceszary smendments and modifieations as way be herenfter
agreed upon by said Brxtea.

Bome two weeks sineg L appainted Qob. W, T, Dennis, of Tndi-
ana, tewporarily residing &t Washinztsn city, to szeertain the terms
upon whish grounds for the borial of Indiana sobliers Liiled at Get-
tyshurg, conld be obtained, and to collect such faets in relation thereto
as wonld give me a full underatanding of the whole sabjeet.  ITaving
received no report from him, I shall at onee ustroct him to visit and
confer freely with yeu, and to take such steps, on the part of this
Btate, as may be immediately neccssary for the proper re-interment
of our gallant dead.

Yours, very truly,
(Signed,) O, P MORTON,
Governor of Indiana,
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Exeovrive Dopantaest or Ispraxa, |

Todisuapoils, Tod,, Angust 20th, 186N
Col. W T, Dewade, Washington, D. (1

S — Eneclosed T have the hanor to hand you eopies of two let-
ters veceived from David Wills, Eeny Agent of 1lis Excelleney, the
Governer of Pennsylvaning in velation to the establishment of a Cem-
etery for the barial of Unlen Boldiers killed nt the reeest battle of
Gettyshorz,  The plan proposed by M, Wills Tus heen approved,
and will be carcied ong by wme, on the part of the Biate, subject, of
comrse, to such necessory modifieations and amendments as may be
hereslier agrecil npon by the several Btates interested,

Yo were instructed by me, by lecter of the 10h instant, to aseer-
tain upon what terins a suithle Jovof groand, for the borial of Iodi-
ang troops who fell at Gottyzborve, ponld be obtained, and to report
such fuets in relation thercte as would give me a Ml understanding
of the whele ssiject.  Tluving received oo report from you I infer
noiling hag been done.

I now desive Fon, as my egent, to procend to Gettysburg without
deluy, and confer Mreely with 3r Willie, the Apgent of the State of
Pennsylvania, in vegara to Lig plans,  Select o spitable lot in the
tract porchaged for the cemetery, (if the ground bhas not alveady been
divided smong the Swbes} nod take sach steps, on the part of this
Ftate, as may be fmwediately required far the proper re-intorment of
our gallunt dead.

Report to we fuily as earlr az practicalle,

Expenses neccssanly lnearred 0 warrying out these insteactions,
together with reasonable sompenzation for your secviees, will be paid

Ly this Department. Yours very traly,
(Signed,) 0. P, MORTOXN,

Governor of Tndiana,

(sETTY8EURS, Beptember 15th, 1863,
To Iz Ercelleney, the Goversor of Indiana;
BIR :—It seems to be the gencral wish that the atipulation in our
cireular of details, in reference to the Saldiers’ Cemetery here, should

be =0 modified thae all sheuld Be boried tagether, and not separated
into Statez. I have given the eabject much attention, and have taken
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wnch eounsel on it, and am cow decidedly of opinion that we should
entirely iznore State lines in thiz snered projeet, and bury all tozether
in these gronnds ag they fell,
There are maty reasong for, whieh I need not now advance.  Will
it be agreeable to yom to have this modification made ¥
Tt is contemplated having a conseeration of the gronnds on the 224
ef October next, with ceremonies sppropriate to the occasion,  The
prominent feature in those ceremonies will be the oration, and there
seoms to hoe o desire, (nnd T may add, it meets my hearty approval,)
to have Hon, Edward Everect, of Massaclusetts, deliver the address.
Will it aceord with your wishes to have him invited for that purpose ?
The time for preparation iz short, if' he accepts the invitation, and
therefore I selicic your immediate veply,
T am with great respeet,
Your Excelleney's most cliedient servant,
(Bigued,) DAVID WILLE,
o A, O Curlin, Governor of Pennsylrania,
&

SErrTEMEER 21T, 18£8,

David Wills, Evy., Agent for . . Curiin,
Foverior of Pransylvania:

Vgan Suis—Yours of 15eh st addecesed to the Govervor of
Indinma, iz veceived, and I am dirested to reply that whatever acrange-
ment vou may make with cther States interested, relative to the burial
of the Union soldiers who fell at Gettysburg, will be satisfactory.

It will be entirely sgreeable to Governcr Morton to have the Ilon.
Edward Everctt deliver the cration on the occazion of the conscera-
tion of the prounds, 23d October next,

T have the honor to be, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
{Signed,) W, I1. II. TERRELL,
: Finangiol Seevetary.
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. GEITYsBURG, October 13th, 1863,
To Ilis Freellency, the Governor of Indigna:

Sinr—ITon. Edwarl Everett couwld not be here on the 22d inst., ta
deliver the oration at the prapasel eonsceration of the Boldiers'
Cemetery, but suggested that if we would postpone the time to the
19th of November, he wonld cheerfully perform the duty. I took
the fiberty of writing to him that we would do g0, The gronnd will
therefore be setapart to its patriotic and saered purpose on the 195k
day of November next, with coremonics approprinte to the occasion,
and Hon, Edward Evevect will deliver the addross,

Mr. Everett also sugrested that it wonlid make the scens more im-
prossive to bave the dead inteered in the cemetery before that oeea-
siom, ws the time of the ernseeration iz late in the season, and proba-
Lily there might be o odouht abont getting the work all done heforn
winler sets in, il we poslpone the commencenont of the removals
until after the exercizes. I have adopted biz suemestion, and aw
making arrangements to commenae the work about the 26th of this
manth.

The Secretary of War, on oy anplication, ordered the Cnarter-
raaster General o fuenish pe with the requisite number of eotfing, aml
be will eommence sunplylng ns on and sfrer the 20th inst, at the ate
of one bapdred per day.

The Government also, on my application, sont Mre. W, AL Bannders
here, who is one of the hest landseape maideners in the country, to
design and plat the gronnds, e [z new ab work, and at lis sugges-
tinn, and in aceordance with the desire of many of the Btates, he is
laying it off in lots for each State. He will have the grounds ready
by the Z6th inst, when we sxpeet to be ready to commence trans-
Feering the bodica.

L will give uotice to receive gealed preoposale for taking up, remov-
ing and re-interring the bodies, and have it in @vo distinet contracts,
with full specifieations, and require proper seenritics from the parties
to whom the contracts have been awarded,

IF yon desire to send nn Agent here to look especially after the
dead of your State, and act generally for you in the mattor, please do
g0 hy the 24 of thiz month.

I will have relisble aud disinterested men to superintend the remo-
vals personally, whe will require everything to be done right and
with the greatest care,



