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INTRODUCTION.

Ir in this, a first—and perhaps a last—attempt to clamber
up scopulos Musarum (the crags of the Muses), *neath the
awful gaze of Melpomene, the stately Muse of Tragedy,
the author has occasionally been lured from the beaten
Highway of History, he hopes that those who are
familiar with the Life of Sir Walter Ralegh will not find
in the following pages a reckless lapsing into the wilder
regions of fiction and falsehood.

To preserve a continuity of ation, at long intervals,
in a Career teeming, from the outset, with “moving
accidents by flood and field” is not easy; and if, in
attempting this, the author has strayed at times from the
authentic Records of Ralegh’s life, he has speedily re-
turned to them and followed them to their tragic close.

To take an instance—hismovements from Moncontour
to St. Bartholomew are hidden in the twilight of obscurity.
That he was in Paris on that fatal Night of August 24th,
1572, is not certain, Nor is it certain that he was not
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Sir Walter
Ralegh.
Introduttion.,

there. But it is certain that he was in France. And
it is easy to imagine this brave young Englishman, and
his devoted band of Devon troopers, wandering from
the Battle-field to the Coast, for England, through many
months of difficulty and danger. And, if they were
acually in Paris on that Night, no very violent effort of
the imagination is needed to pifture them, professed ad-
herents, as they were, of the hunted Huguenots, driven
to take refuge in Sir Francis Walsingham's Hotel. Nor
have the other digressions been more devious than this.

Here and there an occasional saying or repartee of
Ralegh’swillbe foundinthe text; alsoothersayings, current
in his Day. Of these the author of this Drama has grate-
fully availed himself, to impart, if possible, some slight
tincture of the Time with which it deals, and which his
own unaided pen was utterly powerless to reproduce.

In conclusion the Author here thanks warmly one of
Ralegh’s more recent and “honest chroniclers,” Mr.
Stebbing, for the valuable assistance he has derived from
his pages, while following this great Elizabethan from his
early manhood to his brilliant but tragic death in Old
Palace Yard, Westminster,

Barwes, S.W.
November, 1897,
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DRAMATIS PERSONZ.

SIR WALTER RALEGH.

Sim T. Perror.

Loro Howaro of Effingham, Lord High Admiral of England.
Str Francis Draxe,

Sir MarTin Frosisger.

Lorn Cecit.

Hewry, Privce or Wases.

Sie G. Hanvey, Govermor of the Tower
Sir H. Beesron, a Cheshire KEnight,
Lorp ArusbEL.

Lorp NorTHAMPTON.

Masrer Hawkins.

Carramn Envms,

Epsmuwp Seexsen.

Jonw ErviorT.

Warter Buare, o Pubfitber.

Francis Trynne,

E::; ¥m" of Westminster

Crarres, # Black Boy from Guiana.
First, Secomd, and Third Coursiers. The Sheriffi.
The Executioner. An Old Man,

QUEEN ELIZABETH.

Brsste TrrockmorTON,

Misraess Doruen, }Hsf.ﬁ of Hemour,
Misraess Baywan,

Prawcess Araseira STuart.

Lavy Howaro of Effingham.

Maname BeavmonT, wife of the Fremch Ambassador,

Lords and Ladies, Courtiers, Pages, Maids of Homour, Attendants,
Ca}am‘s of the Tower, Messengers, Men-at-Arms, Yeomen of the Guard,
Villagers, Innkesper, Catholic Priest, Irish and French popaiace, Clerk,
Morris Dancers, The King's Huntimen and Hawhkers, Prison Warders,
Priests, Choristers, Fergers, eie,



SCENERY.*

ACT L
Scene 1. A Market Cross in Pars.
Scene 2. Royal Landing-stage at Greenwich,
Scene 3. Terrace Hall at Windsor.

ACT IIL
Scene 1. Windsor Vale.
Scene 2. The Hoe ar Plymouth.

ACT IIIL
Scene 1. Kilcolman Castle,
Scene 2. Windsor Terrace temp. Queen Elizebeth
Scene 3. Sherborne Castle,

ACT IV,
Scene 1. Windsor Terrace nmp. James L
Scene 2. Ralegh's prison in the Bloody Tower.

ACT V.
Scene 1. Westminster Abbey.
Scene 2. Old Palace Yard, Westminster.

* Act I,, Scene 1, is in France; Act IIL, Scene 1, is in [reland ;
all the others are in England.



ACT L

Scene L—.A market cross in Paris, with narrow streets
converging, Midnight. Enter a small band of Eng-
lish Men-at-Arms wnder Joun Hawkins, and halt
at the cross, followed by an angry crowd.

Hawkins,
Q|1 IAT means this Rabble, by an
: angry mood,
And fitful mouthing, as we pass
it by ?
Were 't not that Captain Ralegh

bade me speed,
. =d| And halt not till we’d reached
ld E this ancient Cross,
Holding no parley in these crooked Streets,
I




