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PREFACE.

I one respect, this book is a parallel to Franklin's
'well-known apologue of the hatter and his sign. It
was commenced with a sole view to exhibit the pre-
went state of society in the United States, through the
agency, in part, of a set of cheracters with different
peculiarities, who-had freshly arrived from Europe, and
to whom the distinctive features of the country would
be spt to preseot themmelves with greater force, than
to those who had never lived beyond .the influence of
the things pmtmgic By'the originad-plan, the work
was fo open at ﬂhddtd'themntry.m'mﬂ:l
the arrival of the trtiveHary: at ‘Sandy Hook, from
which point the tale.wasdo, Eﬂ,abnmparmﬂ regular-
Iy forward to ite cohghision:. -But e consultation with
. others has left littte more of this plan than the batter's
friends left of his sign. As a vemel was introduced in
the first chapter, the cry was for * more ship,” uniil
the work has become “all ship;” it actnally closing
at, or near, the spot where it was origipally intended
it should commence. Owing to this diversion from the
author's design—a design that lay at the bottom of all
his projects—a necessity has been created of running
the tale through two separate works, or of making a
P oo



iv PREFACR.
burried and insufficient conclusion. The former scheme
has, consequently, been adopted.

1t is boped that the interest of the narrative will not
be ementially diminished by this arrangement.

There will be, very likely, cerfain imaginative per-
sons, who will feel disposed to deny that every minute
event mentioned in these volumes ever befell one and
the same ship, though ready encugh to admit that they
may very well have occurred to several different ships;
a mode of commenting that is much in favour with
your small criticc. To this objection; we shall make
but a singls apewer. The caviller, if rpy there should
prove {o be, is challenged to produce the log-book ef
the Montank, Londmn packet, and if it should be found
fo contain a siogle sentence to controvert any one of
pur statements o¢ facts, a frank recantation shall be
made. Captain Truck i quite ae well known in New
York as jin Londen or Pertssnouth, and to him ale we
yefer with qonfidence, for.a coplinmation of all we have
nﬂ.wﬁhlhomphm.pu‘h -of the litile occa-
sional toychies of chigracter that.may allude directly to
himsell. Inulaﬁquh'ﬁ:i:hdﬂ- Mr. Leach, and par-
mhdyursqqudqtumbﬁaw&edmm
mble witnesses,

Hﬂddmrmdmwillpmbablgtmwﬂnt all
which appears in a New York journal is not neces
sarily as true as the Gospel.  As rome slight deviations
from the facts accidentaily eccur, though doubtless at
yery long intervals, it should not be surprising that
they sometimes omit circumstances that are quite as
veracious as anything they do actually uiter to the
world No argument, therefore, can jistly be orged
sgaimet the incidents of this story, on account of the
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ciccumatance of their not being embodied-in the regu-
lar marine news of the day.

Another serious objectico on the pu.rt of the Ameri-
- can reader to this work is foreseen. The author has
endeavoured to interest his renders in occurrences of a
date as antiquated as two years can make them, when
he is quite aware, that, in order to keep pace with a
state of society in which there was no yesterday, it
would bave been much safer lo anticipate things, by
laying his scene two years in advance. It is hoped,
however, that the public sentiment will not be out-
raged by this glimpee at antiquity, and this the mora
s0, as the sequel of the tale will bring down events
withio a year of the present moment.

Previously to the appearance of that sequel, how-
ever, it may be well to say a few words concerning
the fortunes of some of our characters, as it might be
en atiendant.

To commence with the most important: the Mon.
tauk herseli, once deemed so *splendid” and conveni-
ent, is already supplanted in the public favour by a
new ship; the reign of a popular packet, a popular
preacher, or & popular anything-else, in America, being
limited by a natiooal espri? de eorps, to a time materi-
ally shorter than that of a lustre. This, however, is
no more than just; rotation in favour being as evident-
ly a matter of constitutional pecemity, as rotation in
office.

Captain Truck, for a novelly, conlinues popalar, a
circumstance that he himself ascribes to the fact of
his being still a bachelor.

Toast s promoted, figuring at the head of a pantry
quite equal to that of hi.:F'aat master, who regards
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his improvement with some such eyes as Charles the
Twelfth of Bweden regarded that of his great rival
Peter, after the affair of Pultewa.

Mr. Leach now smokes his own eigar, and issoes his
own orders from a monkey rail, his place i the line
being supplied by his fermer “Dickey.” He already
speaks of hie great model, as of one a bittle antiquated,
it s true, but as a man who had merit m his time,
though it was not the particalar merit that s in fashion
bo-day.

Notwithstanding these little changes, which are per-
haps inseparable from the events of a period so long
a8 two years in & country as energetic as America, and
in which nothing scems to be stationary but the ages
of Tontine pominees apd threelife lenses, a cordial
estecn was created among the principal actors in the
events of this book, which is likkely to outlast the pas-
sage, and which will not fail to bring most of them
together again in the sequel.

April, 1838,
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Tus coast of England, though infinitely finer than our
own, ia more remarkable for its verdure, end for a general
rance of civilisation, than for its natural beauties.
he chalky cliffs mey seem bold and noble to the Ameri-
can, t compared to the granite piles thet bultress the
Mediterranean they ers but mole-hilla; and the travelled
eye seeks beauties instend, in the retiring vales, the'
hedges, and the clustering towns that dot the teeming island.
Neither is Portsmouth a very favourable specimen of a
British port, considered solely in reforence to the pictur-
esque. A town situated on & humble point, end fortified
after the manner of the Low Countries, with an excellent
baven, suggests more images of the useful than of the
plensing ; while a backgroand of modest receding hills
offers Litle be-gond the verdant swelea of the country. In
this respect England itself has the fresh beauty of youth,
rather than the mellowed bues of a more advanced period
of life; or it might be better to say, it has the young fresh-
ness and retiring sweetness that distinguish her females, as
compared with the warmer tints of Spain and lialy, and
which, women and landscape alike, need the near view to
be appreciated. .



