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Vi . PREFACE

porty's losses, There seems no reason for believing that the
majority of Liberals will adopt this view. On the contrary, it
may reasonably be hoped that they will always recognise that
the chief strength of Liberalism lies in its power to appesal to
the religious convictions of liberal-minded Christions. There are,
however, many minor matters opon which Tiberals may withowt
inconsistency change their opinions. It seems safe to prophesy
that the party when it vetorms to power will not be less Socialistic
than it iz now: if, indeed, it has mot left behind for good the
whole of that system of Individuslist doctrine which—thoogh,
no doubt, it belped to carry meoy imporiant pieces of Liberal
lepislation——dg, after all, but a theoretical excrescence of Liberalism,
and not an essentipl part of i, It is5, therefore, worth while
to comsidor what application Sodalistic principles mey have to
kpecifically social—as distinct from economic—problems, How,
for example, do these principlss bear on the questions of a
Pesrage and an Fstablished Church?

The chief wzlue of any such arpument as that which is here
stiempted on the subject of secisl cquality must be due to its
shewlny that the ressons commonly wrged agmiost the possibility
of o peperal equality of all claszes in society prove too much—
prove, mamely, the impossibility, for any class, of that kied of
equality which, in spite of very grest differences in wealth,
birth, and intelligence, does actually exist in the wpper cless at
the pressot time.
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