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PREFACE.

—_——

Tis little work of Father John Peter Pinamonti may
be truly said to be a golden treatise, containing in
brief the sum of spirituality expressed by St. Austin
in the wellknown words, “ Noverim me, noverim Te ;
ut contemnam me et amem Te”—ZFa& me Emomw
myself, et me fmow Thee; that T may despize myself
and lpve Thee. This i= one of those truths which the
intellect assents to but does not so easily comprehend.
But so far as it is comprehended it 1z a proof of
progress in perfection. * Abyss,” says the Psalmist,
“callg upon abyss.” The abyss of our nothingness
on the abyss of Goodness. Man is nothing. God
alone is great and all in all The spiritual world
turns upon these two poles. Father Pinamonti, a
profound and most experienced spiritualist, has in
this work opened to us abundant matter for med-
tation on this necessary knowledge of ourselves, and
in proportion as we master it and make it our own,
we may be called blessed. It is a work which has
been long well known and highly valued mm Italy
under the name of the “True Looking Glass, or
the Looking Glass that does not deceive.,”

Vigil of 55. Peter and Pant, 1877



