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THE

CAPITAL QUESTION.

AN ARGUMENT FOR THE PEOPLE.

“Let us go to the audiencs ??tha people with our facts snd our cause, told
m our owh atyle and language."—Gov, Wi, Gruemv.

Bince the beginning of the agitation for the removal of the
National Capital, the dietussion has.been eteadily snd vigor-
ously prosecxied in the most satiafactory manner to the friends
of the cause. Hverywhere the intelligent mind realizes that it
is » great question growing up in the hearte of the pecple—a
great national gnestion, which the growth of the Republic and
the mightiness of the people have forced upon the country, as
by the powerful working of an inherent law of our continental
progress. Nor is the question one of & loeal or sectional
character, whose only success depends upon the trinmph of a
fanatical partisan foe over an equally persistent but defeated
opponent. Notso! This question of the removal of the sest
of government is in the highest degres a national and a conti-
nental question. Nationsl, becaunse the whole people sre alike
interested in the adaptability of a fixed locality for the seat of
empire, Continental, because the sest of the National Legiala-
ture, fixed in the heart of the nation, gives double sssurance to
the conception of the continental supremacy of our Conatita-
tion.

With this simple statement we at once ascend o the grandenr
of the subject, and if its logio and importance conld possibly be
realised by all the American pecple, no further argument wonld
be necessary to insure the speedy removal of the Capital from
the Potomac to the Mississippi. Knowing, however, that
timely aa the agitation and discussion may be, it is till neces-
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mary, to the auccesa of our cause, that the public mind be made
farniliar with thd various arguments thet bear upon the subject,
I will present & fow aa I understand thom. But, before I begin
my spocisl pleadings, [ will ask, ia the nation ready for the
question? I answer, Yos!

I THE RIGHT OF DISCUSSION.

The right to discuss alt questions relating to the well-being of
thia people and nation s inherent; it ia & privilege derived from
the organic natare of the government, and alike the same in all
the States and o ail the people. Hianding upon this broad
besis of politieal right, you must know that the subject of the
removal of the National Capital is & legitimate subject for the
American people to disonss

II. THE BASI8 OF DISCUSSION.

At the base of the diseussion :

L It is sssumed by the friends of Cspital removal that the
fathers of the gountry, in the exercise of the power to remove
the seat of the general government from New York to ita pres-
ent place, logislated for themselves ne they thought best, and
selected for the new sest of government & place central to the
then existing States of the young Republic. It was their right
to legialate for themaslves ; they did so according to their judg-
ment and their wanta.

2. It is assumed by the friends of Capital removal that this
people have the same right to legisiate for themseives as our
fathers had for themeelves, and that.it is their right to legislate
for themselves according to their jndgment and their wants, and
that the wanis of this people, thongh the same in principle, are
not the same in character.

8. That the C'apital which wae then guited to the wants of an
mfent nation, born on & narrow strip of land on the shore of
the Atlantie, is not now anited to the wants of a Republic whose
territorial relations to the Capital of 1790 sre entirely changed,
thus mukimg s new Capital for the nation imperative.

4, It is assumed by the friends of Capital removal that the
seat of government, &t its pressnt place, is not adapted to the
national life, nor to the wanta of our continental people; that,
at overy stage of the nationsl growth, Washington City is ren-
dered less il to be the Capital of this nation, and thet therefore
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the Capital ought to be remcved to some moro cenfral snd con-
venient place in the wide domain of this continental common-
weslth, '

5, It is sssumed by the friends of Capital removal that, inse-
much ss this is “a government of the people and by the people
and for the peopls,” its Capital cught to be central snd conve-
nient te the great majority of the peopls who ave to be its
guardisns and defonders.

6. It is assumed by the friends of Capital removal that the
center of haman power in this nation will he fixed and organ-
ized, at an early date, in the center of the productive energies
of the country, and that against the truth of this assnmption
no ar'gumeut oan be mads.

In elaboration of the foregoing propositions as the basis of
the diseuesion, sttention is esked to the argument of the
question.

III. THE ARGUMENT.

At the very outsst of the presentation of the argnment, let
me suppose that some opponent to the movemant naks, Why do
we want the Capital removed? What good will its removal
subserve to the general lnterest of the government ! I snswer:
That the Cspital of a nation, in its true relstions to govern-
ment, must serve a double purpose. Not culy is it necessary
for it to be the seat of the national legislation and the govern-
mental power of the country, but with equal necessity must it
be repr tive in its infl of eivilization upon the char-
acter of the nation. All history furnishes evidence of the truth
of this position. Bearcely was there a natton of antiquity
whose Capital was not also its represontstive city. The middle
ages furnigh the atrongest evidence of this truth in their city
Btates, Where the power is, there is essentially the Capital, and
it is & universal law that power i# essentially central. It is im-
perfection alone that establishes it outsido the center. All laws,
human snd divine, are at best enly mesns to regulate the action
aod tendenoy of man and things; and if the conventional power
to regilate by legislation is fixed within the influence of the
sbsolute power of control, the reciprocal influence of the one
upon the other will be most beneficial 1o the whole people,
This is what the frienda of Capital removal seek to establish in
this great Rapnblie, as the greatest faet of its matarial life,




