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INTRODUCTION,

Sraveny, and its inconsistency with the dictates of Christianity,
have long been freely acknowledged and deeply lamented by the
people of the United States,—and ite temovel, the great problem
which has occupied the eitention of her best and wisest men.

Bo far back as 1698, the Amsembly of Pennsylvenis, to put an
end to the introduction of slaves, laid a duty of £10 per head, upon
their importation; but thiz benevolent law, together with about
Jifty of similar tenor, which were passed by the neighbouring colo-
nies up to the period of their Revolotion, were all refused the sane-
tion of the mother country. The introduction of slaves wae one
of the great causes of complaint, which led to their Declaration of
Independence dated, July 4th, 1776,

Scarcely had that struggle ceased, when w colony on the coast
of Africa, similar to that of Liberia, was proposed, but the prosecu-
tion of the Slave Trade, by every civilized Power, defeated these
benevolent views. In 1794, the plan was again revived in a series
of luminous Essays by Gerard T. Hopkins, a distinguished friend in
Baltimore ; and shortly afterwards the legislature of Vikginia, a
State containing nearly one-third of the black population of the
Union, pledged its faith to give up all their elaves, provided the
United States could obtain a proper asylum for them. President
Jefferson negoniated in vain for a territory either in Africa or Brazl ;
but that great State again renewed its pledge in 1816, by a vote of
190 to 9, (most of the members being lave-holders,) upon which,
Gen. C. F. Mercer, the Wilberforce of the American Congress,
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opened & correspondence with the philanthropists of the different
States, which led to the formation of the AMERIcAN CoLoNiza-
TioN SociETY, on the lst of January, 1817.

The great objects of that Society, were-—the final and entize abo-
lition of slavery, providing for the best interests of the blacks, by
establishing them in independence upon the coast of Africs; thus
constituting them the protectors of the unfortunate natives against
the inhuman ravages of the slaver, and secking, through them, to
spread the lights of civilization and Christianity among the fifty
millions who inhabit those dark regions. To meet the views of all
parties, they had a most diffcult path to tread ; but as all legisla-
tion on the aubject of slavery was specially reserved to the respective
States by the Articles of Confederation, and had become the basis of
the Constitution of the United States, they very wisely, instead of
denouncing an evil which they bad not the power to overthrow, had
recourse to the more sure, but gradual mode of removing it, by en-
lightening the conseiences, and convineing the judgments, of the
glave-holders. Their theory ia justified by experience; for while
our little colony has grown quite ag fast a8 could be wished for by its
most judicious {riends, these principles have been silently gaining
ground in the slave States, yet so rapidly, that the number of
slaves offered gratuitonsly by benevolent owners, ezceed ten-fold
the present means of the Socisty to receive and convey them to
Africa. The dispoaition of Virginia has been already shewn. De-
laware end Kentucky have also proved their anxiety to coneur in so
noble a cause ; and Dr, Ayres, tha earliest Governor of Liberia,
now @ resident of Maryland, asserts, * that owing to the plans and
principles of colonization bemng better understood, in less than
twenty years there will be ne more slaves bomn in that State.”

A party in South Carclina is now almost the only opponent that
the Society has at home; and, as if to afford the most incon-
testable evidence that ita plan will destroy the institation of slavery
in the United States, they ground their opposition upon the frevi-
table tendency of colonization to eradicate slave-holding, and thereby
deprive them of their property
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But if the present means of the Bociety are inadequate to effect
its purposes, it will be recollected that only eight years have elapsed
since Cape Messurado, then & mart for the sale of 10,000 fellow-
creatures annually, was purchased from the natives; that unhallow-
ed traffic has been entirely destrayed ; a flourishing colony of 2,000
emancipated slavea has been founded ; churches, schools, commerce,
and even a newspaper established, and theconfidencaofthe Aborigines
8o completely won, that 10,000 of them are, as allies of this new re-
public, participating in the blessings of civilization and religion.

The feelings of these happy people are best deseribed in their gir-
cular to the people of colour of the United Btates. Knowing that
in the infancy of the Bociety some had impugned ite motives, and
others doubted its success, they pointedly chaerve—“Judge, then, of
the feelings with which we hear the motives and doings of the
Colonization Society traduced—and that, tvo, by men too ignorant to
know what the Sociely had aecomplished—itoo weak to look through
itz plans and snientions---or too dishonest to acknowledge either.” Al
their letters unite in grateful thanks for the great blessings confer-
red upon them ; and even greater are either realizing, or in prospect,
for the savage tribea nround.—All this has been effected for the small
sum of 27,0004, ; and ite friends, at #mt but fow, have so increased,
in number and eonfidencs, that one-third of their fotal receipta ne-
crued during the last year—eeversl religious bodies have given
it their earnest and wnanimous support—thirteen of the States have
recommended it to the patronage of Congress; and on the
elevation of its champion, the Hon. Henry Clay, to the Presidency,
there cannot be a doubt that funds adequate to the fulfilment of this
gloripus desigm will be granted by the genersl government.

If the very drege of the human race (theslavers) can drag annually
from Africa 100,000 unfortunate wretches, will it be doubted that
the energies of a free people can restora half as many of her
descendants, when prompted alike by duty and interest ?—this, in a
few years, would effect a cure of the evil ;—the sum required is too
small to be an obstacle. It has been shewn in Parlisment that

during the last 24 years about 8,000,000/ has been spent upon
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Sierra Leone. That sum, divided into thirty instalments, would, in us
many years, settle our whole coloured population in the land of their
ancestors. Nor can it fail to give the Society increased confidence
in the soundness of their own syztem, when they find that ministers
have announced their intention of regulating the African Colonies of
England upon the same plan, and elevating the black man, by con-
ferring upon his race the principal offices of the different posts.
Neither has our scheme been unsanctioned by the approval of some
of the best men of Britain—Richard Dykes Alexander, a name ever
promioent in deeds of practical philanthropy, * convinced that =
more rapid progress was never known in any colony towards comfort
and respectability than that of Liberis,” publiched an appeal in its
behalf ; in consequence of which, the fullowing sums were sent to
Barnetts, Hoare, and Co., 62, Lombard-street, who continne fo act
ag Bankems fo the Fund—viz.
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Hence, the undersigned, as Representative of the AmEricax
CoroNizaTioN BocIeTy, feels himself justified in drawing the same
conclusion, which, he believes, the wise and good of all sects and all
parties in the United States have artived at—that it is the bappy
means, destined by a kind Providence, for securing to Africa the fulfil-
ment of the glorious promises in her behalf —by effecting, in the mode
mokt consistent with their interest and happiness, the freedom of her
coloured population—e? pari passy, destroying that inhuman traffic
which has so long been the affliction of Africa, the disgrace of
Europe, and the scourge of America.

ELLIOTT CRERSON.

Neu. 19, Adam Sireet, Adelphi.
7 mo, 20¢h, 1831,

N.B.—The following interesting Letier from Governor Mechlin,
heing the lateat intelligence from the colony, is appended, as afford-
ing the best picture of ite pregent situation.

" Ta Errtorr Cexsnewn, Fag.
wiimzerra, Febo 91, 1831,

“Mr Dran 3m8,~Tha proapects of the Colony were pever brightsr than at pre-
sent; the Improvements i commerce, agricnltors, Taildings, &c., duripg my
short visit to the United Btates, have been astonishiogly great, and fer excesded
my most sangnine erpectaticos. In Monrovia alone, opwards of twenty-five
subatantial stone and frame dwelling-hooses have been erected within the short
space of five monthe, gnd many othern are in progress; snd shonld nothing inter-
vene to intermopt our present advancement, oor little town will, ere long, be one
of the moat dasirable places of resort on the western cosst of Africa. | have been
informed by & Caplain recently from the leeward, that there in, at present, much
more business done at this place, than at any of the old European eetilements on
the Gold Coest. That cur commeres han greatly increased, will bo rendered evi-
dent by comparing the marine list contained in the Herald of the present month,
with that of any of the preceding.

* Our agricultural interests, T am ciedibly informed, (for my bealth and mul-
tiplied duties have not permitted me to examine for oryself,} have sdvanced ¢ pasi



