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tures, Vol XXITI, July 1907,

A BTUDY OF THE TEMPLE DOCUMENTS FREOM THE
CASSITE PERIOD*

E-xue of Nippur was one of the oldest and most famous
temples of Babylonia, When the poet wished to impress upon the
mind of his hearer the great antiquity of the world, he spoke of
the creation and what went before as of the time when

Nippur had not been built, e-xvk had not been eracted;

Erech had not been built, 5-axna had not been erected.
The fact that the name of this femple becams the ordinary term
for temple is significant, It is not possible, however, to conclude
from this that B-EUR was the oldest sanctuary in Babyloniat In
fact, it is always dangerous to be speculating about “the oldest”
in history, Bdward Meyer} has drawn a more plansible con-
clusion, namely, that E-EUR, &8 its name " mountain-house” indi-
cates, was the first ziggurat-templs, and became the type after
which the other temples were modeled,

It is not necessary here to go into the history of Nippur and
2-EUR.  For this, of, Hommel, Geographie, pp. 348 £ If Nippur
ever did play an important part politically, it was before the time
of Hammurabi, The peried from which the docomenta nnder dis-
cussion come lies more than half & millennium after this time. If
we ptart with B85 B. 0., the date of Nabfna'id, and add to this date
800 yenrs, we get 1865 B, 0. us the date of Sagarakti-Surias.
Adding to this & minimum of 108 years (Burna-Burias 25, Kari-
galzn 28, Nazimarottas 24, Kadesman-Turgn 16, Kadasman-Bel 8),
we get 1458 B, 0, a8 the date of Burna-Burisd (IT), the contem-
porary of Amenophis IV, But the date of Amenophis IV has
been fixed at 1875-1850 B, 0.** Historians have given up the
attempt to use the dates furnished by Nabfina'id. Here we have
another instance where the date he has given n# cannot be recon-

*The documents discussed are found in Documends from tha Templs Archiveraf Nippur,
Yals. XIV and XV of The Babylonian Erpedition of the Dniversity of Pennsylvonic, by
A.T. Clay.

1 Ct. Hilproecht, FE, XX, Part 1, p. vil and slsowhers.
§ Sumerier und Semilen in Babylonien, pp. 82 1,
*=Ct. Broastod, dncient Becords, I, 0.

7



8 TeurLE DooruenTs reoM THE CassITE PERioD

ciled with the dates obtained from other sources.* Taking the
date of Amenophis IV as our ptarting-point, we may date these
documents ¢. 1876-1250 . 0.

For the length of the reigns, and the order of succeseion of
the Casaite kings mentioned in these documents, soe Clay, TAN,
XIV, p. 3.t Clay, TAN, X1V, 39, mentions Kurigalzn, the son
of Kadafman-Harbe, and Nazimaruttsi, the son of Eurigalzu.
From the “Bynchronous History™ (cf. KB, I, p. 197) we get the
order: Burna-Buriss; the young” (glhru) Klmgalzu his son;
Nazimaruttas, father not i h (Babylonisch
Miscellen, pp. B £.) tries to locate Klmgslzn, the son of Kadas-
man-Harbe, in the Third Dynasty, by identifying Kadaiman-
Harbe and Kadasman-Bal (Ksllima-Sin), not accepting the
identification of Kurigalzu, son of Kadeiman-Harbe, with the
“yonng" Kurigalzu. But there is no ground for making Kadas-
man-Harbe identical with Kadaa Bel. Hilprecht (BE, XX,
Part 1, p. 52) makes the Kuorigalzn of these texts the son of
Burna-Buriss, but fails to assign any reasons. It may be mercly
by chance that none of the persons mentioned in the documents
dated in the reign of Barna-Burisii are mentioned in those dated
in the reign of Kurigalzn; but this fact, in connection with what
follows, is significant.

In the document mentioned above, XIV, 39, one of the wit-
neases, Ekor-nAdin-#um, testifies that Ninib-nidin-abhi gave
certain lands to hia father; that his family held the land *from
the time of Kurigalzn, the son of Kadakmen Harbe, to the time
of Nazimaruttas, the son of Kurigalza.” Now, this Ninib-nadin-
abbi sppeara as the next witnegs. It is therefore extremely
probable that the reigna here referred to are consecutive. This
will not allow the identification of the young {sibrn) Kurigalum,
son of Burna-Buriai, of the “Bynchroncus History,” with the
Kurigalen of these documents, nnless, a8 is possible, the author of
the “Synchronons Hisiory"” waa mistaken in calling Kurigalzu
the son of Burna-Boriad. The contemporary evidence of these
documents is of greater value for uns than that of the later
“Synchronous Histary,” The Kurigalsu of these documents is not
the son of Burna-Buriad, and their reigns are perhaps to be
separated by a considerable number of years.

*Cf. Moyer, op. ¢it., p. 10.

{The length of the relgn of Sagarakti-furies should be 12 instead of 22 years; see the
date of XIV, 180,
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Just what were the means employed by the Cassite kings to
keep in touch with Nippur and its temple is not clear. Perhape
we have in Innannu, Martokn, and othera the civil officiala of
Nippur, to be compared with Sin-Iddinam of the Jammurabi
Dynasty (of. King, LIF). No title was ever given this official
in the letters ke received from Jammurabi, but frum the contents
of these letters Mr, King drew the conclusion, doubtless correet,
that he was a powerful official with a large cirenil. The fact that
some of the payments made to Innannu were mads at placea other
than Nippur tends {o strengthen the comparison with Bin-Iddinam.
The kafint (see p. 31} were perhapa the officials whe looked after
the king's interests in the flocks and herds connected with the
temple. The other officials will be discussed as they oecar in the
texts. For lista of officials, ete., of. **Namea of Professions, ete.,”
in the introductions to the iwo volumea.

The large flocks and herds belonging to the high-priestess and
inferior priestesses indicats that these were important ecclesinstical
personages.* The kings of Asayria and Babylonia frequently
called themselves the high-priests, Sangf rabt, of the god.
Doubtless they did in some instances perform the funoctions of
high-priest, but in most cases the title meant perhapa as mnch
as the title “Defender of the Faith” of Hnglish sovereigns,
The bart, &#ipu, and zammern priests sre mentioned in
these texts, but no Ssngt. Perhaps the kings themaslves held
this office.

These doenments represent the higheet development in Baby-
lonian bookkeeping. In the Tempel-Urfunden published hy
Reisner we have good examples of the bookkeeping of the old
period. When the temple gave out grain, cattle, ste,, for farming,
the seribe wrote down the amount and kind of grain, or the num-
ber of cattle, and put under this the name of the recipient. A
number of such entries were written one after the other in columns
which usually covered the obverse of the tablet. On the reverse
ware such entries as would not go on the obverse, and the totals,
The whole document may be compared with a few pages from a
daybook combined with one from the ledger. The system was
crude, and the scriba was no doubt compelled to use other tablets
to put down his figurea to find his totals. The seribe of the
Cessite period had & much simpler way of recording busziness

*For the laws concorning prissiessas, of. B. F. Harper, CF, Index, under * Devotes.”
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transactions. He would have treated the business described above
in this way: A large clay tablet would have been taken, & general
heading written st the top, and columns ruled off. The eolumns
would have been headed with the names of the grain or cattle;
under these headinge would appear the amounts received. In the
last column on the right, headed ‘‘name-list,” would be put the
names of the recipients, and in the column immediately before
this the total amount recsived by each person. Finally, at the
bottom of the tablet the scribe would have put the totals of the
different kinds of grain or cattle. (See below, p. 27, “Thé Flocks
and Herds of the Temple.”) The pay-rolls (see below) furnish us
other good examples of accuracy and simplicity in bookkeeping.
The notes which the scribe added to such lists and rolls are full
of difficulties for us, but they were quite clear to the bookkeeper
of that age. In *“receipta’™ the word “received” is frequently
omitted. Again, in lists of payments it is frequently not possible
fo decide whether the payments are to or by the temple. The
system of “check-marka™ (cf. p. 18 of the Introduction to Vol.
X1V) helps us to determine this, but where theae check-marks do
not occnr we are compelled to look for other evidence. This
appears at timee a8 imbur, *“received,” placed after one or more
names in the list. For example, XV, 4, is called & record of pay-
ment of salaries by Clay on p. 67. But this may equally well
refer to grain, wine, ete., paid to the temple as tax; of. also XV,
74, below, p. 89. Attention will be called to similar texts
when they are discussed. OClay, 4N, XIV, 138, is interesting.
Tt is a record of balances due. The ideogram B-EID (see p. 23)
is used to designate the remainder, or balance due. In X1V, 138,
the word is ribAnn. LAL-NI () has a similar meaning.

How exactly the account of all the property of the temple was
kept is seen from XLV, 108a, 1 »1 of corn of the  a tax, which
Tatar-riat stole.”

The documents will be discnssed under the following heads:
1, “The Legal Documents;” II, “The Property and Income of
the Temple;" IIL, “The Disbursements of the Temple;" IV,
“Miscellaneous Documenta.”

1. THE LEGAL DOOUMENTS

For the nature of these documents and their relation to the
archives of the temple see Clay, TAN, X1V, p. 2.




